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RESEARCH MOTIVATION 
 
 Living Environment Planning has been the theme of Yamazaki Laboratory in Kobe 
University, where research on theory of living space, and theory of regional planning on 
lifestyle, culture and community have been conducted. 
 Starting from the research of ‘A Study on Characteristics of Urban Kampung in 
Buffer Zone of Historical City of Malacca, Malaysia’ during Master Dissertation, the author has 
been interested on topics of environment of traditional villages. The author also has a keen 
interest on a regional planning based on application of the lifestyle and culture in traditional 
villages. 
 In addition to this, Malaysia has been chosen as a case study, where the rural 
planning policies, statistics, and research are still left behind, compared to other developed 
countries such as Japan and Europe. However, rural and regional planning policy in Malaysia is 
developing rapidly in current years mainly after 2000s. During these years, rural tourism 
becomes new style of Malaysian rural and regional planning and in 1995, the Malaysian 
Homestay Program was established as an important rural policy by the government. In 2009, 
this program was suggested as the solution to the rural issues by many rural communities in the 
Village Action Plan, which was established by the Ministry of Rural and Regional Development, 
due to the increasing income and number of tourists visited. 
 Here in this research, the Malaysian Homestay Program is selected as a case study to 
clarify its role as a rural and regional planning policy that applies the environment, lifestyle, and 
culture of Malaysian traditional villages. 
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研究の動機 
 
	 神戸大学の山崎研究室では、生活環境計画研究室が研究テーマになり、生活空間の生
成論理、生活・文化・コミュニティにおける地域計画理論が研究の方針になっている。 
	 また、著者は修士論文で行った「マレーシアのマラッカ歴史的市街地のバッファーゾ
ーンにおけるアーバンカンポンの特徴に関する研究」をはじめ、伝統的な農村集落の環
境への関心を持ち、更に、農村集落での生活と文化を活かした地域づくりへの関心を踏
まえ、本研究を始めた。 
	 ここで、本研究では、農村政策・統計・研究が日本やヨーロッパ等の先進国と異なり、
遅れている現状が見られ、近年（2000 年代）急速に農村地域開発政策が進んでいるマ
レーシアでこの研究を進めた。 
	 現在のマレーシアでは、農村観光で農村地域開発が進んでおり、その代表として 1995
年に策定されたマレーシアホームステイプログラム（Malaysia Homestay Program:以後、
MHP として表現する）があげられ、マレーシア政府によって重要な観光政策になって
いる。2009 年に農村地域開発省によって策定された「村アクションプラン」では、上
昇している収入と観光客数によって MHP が農村問題の解決として最も高く評価される
ようになった。 
	 ここで、本研究では、この MHP を対象とし、現在のマレーシアでの伝統的な農村集
落の環境と農村集落での生活と文化を活かす農村地域開発政策としての MHP の役割を
明らかにし、この研究を進めた。 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 v 
ABSTRACT 
 
 The separated living system during the colonial era has kept the major three ethnic 
groups in Malaysia (Malays, Chinese, and Indians) separate from each other and created an 
unbalanced economy among races. Poverty, decreasing population, damaging environment and 
landscape, lack of documentation, and other issues have occurred in rural areas. After gaining 
its independence, the government of Malaysia has focused on solving these issues by 
establishing rural development policies and strategies to involve Malays that live in rural areas 
more in the economy.  
 In 1995, the Malaysian Homestay Program was officially established by the Ministry 
of Tourism to encourage rural Malays to become actively involved in the tourism sector and to 
develop Malay Kampungs (Malay villages in rural areas) as a new tourism product. According 
to the Ministry of Tourism, the Malaysian Homestay Program is highly evaluated as new rural 
tourism development policy and a cultural preservation strategy. However, there are few 
academic papers and survey reports on its implementation, its background, and its introduction, 
and overall lack of substantiation of the program. 
 This research clarifies the roles of the Malaysian Homestay Program as rural 
revitalization and cultural preservation. This objective is achieved by clarifying the three 
following points: 1) The background of Malay Kampungs and their relations to the Malaysian 
Homestay Program; and the introduction of this program in the evolution of rural and regional 
development policies; 2) The implementation, characteristics, and economic, environment, 
social and cultural effects of the Malaysian Homestay Program at three successful homestay 
programs in Selangor; and 3) The role of the Malaysian Homestay Program as new rural and 
regional development policy, and evaluating its potential for heritage preservation. 
 Findings clarified that the Malaysian Homestay Programs has contributed 
relationship with existing communal facilities, organization, economic activities, and 
community activities in Malay Kampungs. A Homestay Activity Center is constructed by the 
Ministry of Tourism as a new communal facility and a new organization called the homestay 
committee is established, which related to the existing organization: the Village Development 
and Security Committee (VDSC). Economic activities such as agricultural activities, and the 
Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs), and the customs of gotong-royong and kenduri are 
applied in the homestay program activities. Moreover, tourist may also attend and participate in 
the existing community activities during their stay. 
 vi 
 Findings also clarified that the Malaysian Homestay Program was established in 
1995 after the trend of rural tourism arose in 1980s at Malay Kampungs and from the 
encouragement and support by the government. This program differs from other countries by its 
characteristics: held at the national level by involving several government organizations; 
participated and managed by the rural community itself; and promoting the concept of ‘lifestyle 
experience’ in Malay Kampungs. 
 Personal characteristics of three homestay programs in Selangor are also revealed. 
The characteristics of the Banghuris Homestay are listed as established and cooperated by three 
farm villages; consists of the largest number of host families and tourists rooms; active 
promotional activities by homestay committee; most developed agricultural technology and 
SMEs as attractions; and mixed Malay-Javanese culture. At the Sungai Sireh Homestay, 
participation and cooperation of five paddy villages; unique management style by homestay 
committee and homestay cooperative; participation of existing district and village organization; 
strategy used by homestay cooperative; and eco-tourism activities become its personal 
characteristics. Meanwhile, the personal characteristics of the Dorani Homestay are described 
by the participation of five paddy villages; cooperation by other two unregistered homestay 
programs; typical environment of a paddy village and traditional houses; and regeneration of 
long-lost Javanese culture. 
 Based on these findings, this research recommends that the Malaysian Homestay 
Program should also be considered as an overall rural and regional development policy due to 
the participation of several government organizations at the national level, and economic, 
environmental, and social effects at participating villages. Furthermore, this program also shows 
potential of cultural preservation, where it promotes landscape preservation of Malay 
Kampungs, architectural preservation of Malay houses, and preservation of Malay and Javanese 
cultures. 
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概要 
 
	 マレーシアでは、イギリス時代の住み分けによって主な民族とするマレー系、中国系、
インド系がそれぞれの居住地に住み、民族間、特に農村に住むマレー系と都市に住む中
国系の間の経済格差問題が深刻であった。独立後、政府の農村地域開発政策が勧められ、
人口減少や環境と景観の悪化問題等を解決しながら農村に住むマレー系の経済力を上
昇させることが大きな課題になっている。 
	 その中で、1995 年に観光省によってマレーシアホームステイプログラム（Malaysia 
Homestay Program:以後、MHP として表現する）が策定され、マレーカンポン（Malay 
Kampung:マレー系が主に住んでいる農村集落）が新しい観光地として注目され、新た
な農村地域開発政策の動きが活発化している。但し、マレーシア政府が重点的に導入を
図っている MHP については、その実態の把握や評価も不十分であり、学術的研究もほ
とんどない。 
	 	 ここで、本稿は MHP を対象とし、マレーシアの農村における地域活性化と文化保
存に対する MHP の役割を明らかにし、次の四つの点を目的として考察を進める。 
1) 「農村マスタープラン」とマレーカンポンの既往研究によっての情報を用いて、
マレーシアの農村におけるマレーカンポンの概要（分類、施設、組織、経済活動、
コミュニティ活動）を整理すること； 
2) 「マレーシア５ヵ年計画」・「MHP 登録ガイドライン」・「2014 年 7 月までの MHP
の統計」等の報告書によって得られた情報でマレーシアの農村地域開発政策の展
開を整理し、その中における MHP の導入と特徴を把握すること； 
3) 研究対象で現地調査とヒアリングを行い、果樹栽培村と稲作村における MHP の実
態、個性的な特徴、経済・環境・社会・文化的な効果を明らかにすること； 
4) 総合的な農村地域開発政策としてMHPの役割と文化財保護へのポテンシャルを考
察する。 
	 研究の結果によって、MHP とマレーカンポンの関連が明らかにすることができた。
MHP に参加することによって、マレーカンポンには観光省が建設した「ホームステイ
活動センター」が新たな村の施設になり、村の公共施設としても使用されている。そし
て、マレーカンポンには MHP を経営するホームステイ委員会が設立され、既存の村組
織（村開発安全委員会、女性局、若者局）と関連している。更に、ホームステイ委員会
はプログラム内容の中にマレーカンポンにおける経済活動（農業、漁業、農産物加工業
を主に）とマレーカンポンの習慣（ケンデュリ：共同食事会、ゴトンロヨン：相互扶助
活動）を活用し、観光客は滞在中にマレーカンポンのコミュニティ活動に参加すること
 viii 
ができる。 
	 そして、農村地域開発政策の展開における MHP の導入を把握することができた。農
村観光は 1980 年代に流行し、それから、1995 年に観光省は MHP を策定し、マレー半
島とボルネオ島を含むマレーシア全体で行うようになった。MHP は他国の農村観光と
ホームステイプログラムと異なり、国家レベルで行い、一ヶ所以上の政府組織も参加す
る総合的な政策；マレーカンポンでの「生活体験」を主なコンセプトとすること；全体
のコミュニティが参加し、プログラムの内容まで自力で作成することが特徴としてあげ
られる。 
	 また、MHP の個性的な特徴も明らかにした。バングリスホームステイでは、三つの
村の協力と参加で行われていること；マレーシアで最も数多くのホストファミリーの参
加と観光客に提供できる部屋の数；ホームステイ委員会によって積極的なプロモーショ
ン活動；州で最も開発している農業技術と農産物加工業としてモデル村になること；混
合しているマレーとジャワ文化が個性的な特徴になっている。 
	 スンガイシレホームステイは経営面での特徴があり、プログラムの内容の実行とホス
トファミリーとしての五つの村のコミュニティの参加；ホームステイ委員会と協同組合、
更に 20 人以上の若者スタッフの多人数によるユニークな経営；既存の地方自治体、農
業局、政治団体と村開発安全委員会の参加；ホームステイ協同組合の積極的な作戦とプ
ロモーション活動；エコツーリズムも体験できることがその特徴になる。 
	 一方、ドラニホームステイの特徴には、五つの村の参加；MHP 以外のホームステイ
プログラムからの協力；伝統的なマレー民家と美しい稲作村の景観、マレーカンポンの
典型的な環境；マレーシアで失っていくジャワの伝統芸能の再生があげられる。 
	 	 これらの研究結果によって、MHP は参加する村での経済・環境・社会的な効果を
与，マレーシアにおける初めての総合的な農村地域開発政策として提案することができ
る。一方、マレーカンポンにおける文化的な効果によって、MHP は文化財保護（マレ
ーカンポンの景観保存・マレー民家の建築保存・マレージャワ文化の保存）への可能性
も考えられる。 
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CHAPTER 1  
 
RESEARCH BACKGROUND 
 
1-1 Introduction 
 
 Malaysia, which is a multi-racial country with three major races: Malay, Chinese, 
and Indian, gained its independence from the British in 1957. Malays, who were not regarded as 
reliable workers by the British, were forced to stay in their traditional settlements in rural areas 
to farm or fish for a living 1. The Chinese, who migrated from southern China, were encouraged 
to be shopkeepers and traders in towns. Meanwhile, the Indians, who migrated from India, 
mostly worked as rubber tappers and laborers on plantation, and lived in those areas.  
 In 2013, the population of Malaysia reached 29.95 million (50.4% Malays, 23.7% 
Chinese, 7.1% Indians, 11% aboriginal people, and 7.8% of other races) 2. Today, the remaining 
population of Malays in rural areas and the villages in rural areas are known as Malay 
Kampungs (Malay villages). However, the Chinese live in shop houses or in planned 
settlements called Chinese New Villages. The Indians live in traditional and planned settlements 
mostly located in rubber or oil palm plantations in rural areas. 
 The separated living system kept the three races separate for the sake of harmony. 
However, this system has created an unbalanced economy, especially between Malays in rural 
areas and Chinese in urban areas. Poverty, decreasing population, damage to the environment 
and landscape, lack of documentation, and other issues have also occurred in rural areas. After 
gaining its independence, the government of Malaysia has focused in solving these issues by 
establishing rural development policies and strategies to involve rural Malays more in the 
economy.  
 The earliest rural development policy was FELDA, a land development scheme, 
which was established in 1956 by the Federal Land Development Authority (FELDA) 3. This 
scheme provided new land for agriculture: rubber and oil palm; and settlement in rural areas for 
poor Malays by prioritizing those who did not own homes and land for farming. Despite the 
establishment of this scheme, economic and social issues among the races continued, and led to 
riots in 1969, which forced the government to enact the New Economic Policy and the 
Bumiputera Policy in 1970. This policy distributed the development of agriculture and fishery 
and allowed many rural Malays to own their Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) and 
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become involved in non-agricultural sectors of the economy.  
 In the late 1980s, rural tourism became a trend in the country when urban people 
visited the Malay Kampungs on weekends and chose rural areas to hold wedding ceremonies. 
The government began to encourage rural Malays to participate in the tourism sector due to the 
increasing popularity of Malay Kampungs houses as accommodation, especially among 
long-stay tourists and Japanese students from student exchange programs. In 1995, the 
Malaysian Homestay Program was officially established by the Ministry of Tourism to 
encourage rural Malays to become actively involved in the tourism sector and to develop Malay 
Kampungs as a new tourism product. According to the Ministry of Tourism, the Malaysian 
Homestay Program is highly evaluated as a new rural tourism development policy and as a 
cultural preservation strategy. However, there are few academic papers and survey reports on its 
implementation, which are limited to the background and introduction of this program as well 
as the lack of substantiation.  
 This research focuses on the implementation of the Malaysian Homestay Program 
and its evaluation as a new rural and regional development policy. Three homestay programs in 
Selangor: the Banghuris Homestay, the Sungai Sireh Homestay, and the Dorani Homestay, were 
selected as case studies based on income and numbers of tourists among all homestay programs 
in Selangor. The implementation and characteristics of the Banghuris Homestay, which was 
established in farm villages; and the Sungai Sireh and the Dorani Homestays that were 
established as paddy villages are analyzed.  
 
1-2 Research Objectives 
 
 This research clarifies the roles of the Malaysian Homestay Program in rural 
revitalization and cultural preservation, and analyzes the potentials of this program as a rural 
and regional development policy and heritage preservation. These objectives is achieved by the 
three following tasks. 
1) Revealing the background of Malay Kampungs and their relationship with the Malaysian 
Homestay Program, and clarifying the introduction of this program in the evolution of 
rural and regional development policies; 
2) Clarifying the implementation, characteristics, and economic, environmental, social and 
cultural effects of the Malaysian Homestay Program at three successful homestay 
programs in Selangor; 
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3) Analyzing the role of the Malaysian Homestay Program as a rural and regional 
development policy, and evaluating its potential in the heritage preservation. 
 
1-3 Research Methodologies 
 
 The research methodologies are as follows. 
1) Malay Kampungs background (types, layout, communal facilities, administration, 
economic activities, and community activities of Malay Kampungs) is revealed from the 
Master Plan for Traditional and Planned Settlements in Local Government Areas of 
Peninsular Malaysia, previous research on Malay Kampungs, and interviews conducted 
with the Ministry of Urban Lifestyle and Wellbeing, Housing, and Local Government on 
19 February 2012; 
2) The evolution of Malaysian rural and regional development, and the introduction and 
implementation of the Malaysian Homestay Program were revealed from the Malaysian 
Five Years Plans (from the First Malaya Plan to the Tenth Malaysia Plan) that were 
carried out by the Prime Minister Department, the Rural Tourism Master Plan, the 
Malaysian Homestay Registration Guidelines, and the Malaysian Homestay Program 
Statistics in July 2014 then were prepared by the Ministry of Tourism, and the Village 
Action Plan, which was documented by the Ministry of Rural and Regional Development. 
Interviews were also held with the Senior Principal Assistant Director from the Industry 
Development Division of the Ministry of Tourism from 25 July 2012 to 2 October 2014; 
3) Three homestay programs were selected as case studies based on the highest incomes and 
numbers of tourists recorded in the Malaysian Homestay Program Statistics in July 2014 
among all homestay programs in Selangor as follows: the Banghuris Homestay, the Sungai 
Sireh Homestay, and the Dorani Homestay. Field investigations, and interviews with the 
village headmen, chairman of each homestay committee, and host families were conducted 
from 6 July 2012 to 7 October 2014; 
4) Furthermore, the implementations of rural tourism in other Asian countries and minshuku 
(farm inns) in Japan are analyzed to reveal the characteristics as a comparison of rural 
tourism in Malaysia and other countries; and the comparison of the Malaysian Homestay 
Program and minshuku; 
5) Finally, the potentials of the Malaysian Homestay Program for the future are discussed. 
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1-4 Previous Research 
 
1-4-1 Research on Malaysian Rural; and Malaysian Rural and Regional Development Policies 
 
 Statistical development and documentation on the actual condition and information 
of Malaysian rural, and rural and regional development policies are still left behind. A research 
carried out by Aziz (Economic, University of Malaya) in 1964 can be introduced as the earliest 
study held on the condition of rural areas in Peninsular Malaysia during the independence year 
of 1957 4. According to Aziz, the economic skills and activities during this year was mainly 
populated by the Chinese, the Indians, the Europeans, and the British. This had caused Malays 
to be left in the rural areas, and further worsening poverty issue among Malays. 
 Research on Malay Kampungs and Malay house were conducted by Gibbs 
(Architecture, University of Science, Malaysia), Lim (Architecture, University of Science, 
Malaysia), Nasir (Rural Planning, National University of Malaysia), and Ahmad (Architecture, 
University of Malaya) between 1967 and 1998 5,6,7,8. These research focused on the living in the 
Malay Kampungs, and architectural style, structure and usage in the Malay house. However, 
these research were mainly focusing on the traditional Malay houses. 
 In 1976, research was carried out by Konwa (Anthropology, Ryukoku University), 
Tsubouchi (Sociology, University of Kyoto), and Maeda (Anthropology, University of Kyoto) 
on Malaysian rural areas, using as case studies three villages on Peninsular Malaysia: Kedah, 
Kelantan, and Malacca 9. However, the research only focused on the living environment and 
agricultural technology in the Malay Kampungs during 1970s. 
 Research on Malaysian rural and regional development policies started in 1990s. 
Arsyad (Agriculture, Putra University, Malaysia) reported on rural and regional development 
policies 10. However, it was limited to policies established between 1957 and 1990, and focused 
on the agricultural development. 
 In 2003, Ngah (Rural Planning, University of Technology, Malaysia) conducted 
research on rural settlement issues, which led to the documentation of the Village Action Plan in 
2009 11. According to this plan, issues such as a lack of maintenance on communal facilities, 
lack of facilities for community and recreational activities, lack of development land, lack of 
accessibility, and lack of employment opportunities occurred in rural areas despite several rural 
and regional development policies carried out by the government until 2000. In this plan, 
villagers in the Malay Kampungs were also suggested to participate in rural tourism (including 
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the Malaysian Homestay Program), SMEs development, aquaculture development, volunteer 
activities, communal facilities development, and landscape beautification activities as solutions 
for these issues. Ngah also recommended community-based development strategy, where the 
participation of the rural community is important in planning, and for rural and regional 
development policies. 
 Later, in 2010, the Ministry of Urban Lifestyle and Wellbeing, Housing and Local 
Government documented the Master Plan for Traditional and Planned Settlements in Local 
Government Areas of Peninsular Malaysia, which consists of information on statistics of rural 
settlements on Peninsular Malaysia, excluding North Borneo 12. Among 14,003 villages on 
Peninsular Malaysia, 9,755 villages were surveyed and small and scattered villages were 
excluded. This master plan was the first published basic document for rural settlements, which 
concluded statistics, types, and actual conditions of current Malay Kampungs. 
 Above-mentioned research are research held on Malaysian rural and Malaysian rural 
and regional development policies; however, are only focusing on the background of Malay 
Kampungs and evolution of rural and regional development policies. It can be concluded that 
there are still a lack of study held on rural tourism as the latest rural and regional development 
policies. 
 
1-4-2 Research on Rural Tourism and the Malaysian Homestay Program 
 
 The Malaysian Homestay Program was established in 1995 and Malay Kampungs 
were developed as a new rural tourism product. However, there are few academic papers and 
survey reports on this program with among those limited to its background from aspects of 
economic benefit, community-based tourism, and Malaysian tourism development. 
 Among the research done, Ibrahim (Sociology, University of Malaysia, Terengganu) 
has given examples 13,14,15. According to Ibrahim, the Malaysian Homestay Program benefits 
mainly the community of farmers and fishermen. By participating in this program, employment, 
income, SMEs, communal facilities, tourism skills and knowledge, and cooperation among 
villagers are developing. Ibrahim also carried out surveys on homestay programs in Perlis, 
Kedah, and Penang; however, he focused on the social and economic development aspects in 
participating villages. 
 Meanwhile, research on the Malaysian Homestay Program from the tourism 
development aspects were conducted by Hamzah (Tourism Planning, University of Technology, 
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Malaysia) which focused on the introduction of this program in the evolution of tourism 
industry in Malaysia, tourism planning policies and planning, and background of tourists in 
Malaysia 16,17,18,19. According to Hamzah, Japanese students from the school exchange programs 
were the largest number of tourists who visited the Malaysian Homestay Program throughout 
Malaysia. According to the Japanese government and schools, Malay Kampungs are described 
as a hometown for the Japanese students and the Malaysian Homestay Program played an 
important role in the educational development. 
 Jamal (Tourism, Mara University of Technology) conducted research on the 
Malaysian Homestay Program from the view of benefits for tourists 20,21,22,23. Jamal introduced 
homestay programs in Selangor, surveyed participating villager experiences, and tourist 
behavior, satisfaction, experience, and benefits, and analyzed effects of this program on 
participating villagers and tourists. Jamal also concluded the relationship of participating 
government organizations, villagers, and tourists in this program (Figure 1.1). However, the 
relationship of government organizations and existing village organizations, the relationship of 
existing village organizations and new homestay organizations, and the relationship of villages 
where there are more than one village participating in one homestay program are not described. 
  
 
Figure 1.1. The Relationship of Participating Government Organizations, Villagers, and 
Tourists in the Malaysian Homestay Program 23 
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 A survey on rural tourism in Malaysia (including the Malaysian Homestay Program) 
was carried out for the first time by the Ministry of Tourism in 2001 and documented in the 
Rural Tourism Master Plan 24. In this master plan, issues on accommodation and facilities in the 
Malaysian Homestay Program and other rural tourism were carried out and development 
planning was suggested as guidance. Poor quality of tourist rooms provided by the host family 
houses in the Malay Kampungs, poor cleanliness of toilets and bathrooms, poor village 
landscape, language barriers, and lack of promotion were listed as issues occurred in villages 
participating in the Malaysian Homestay Program. Based on these issues, the Ministry of 
Tourism carried out a new standard for cleanliness and safety on host family houses, English 
and Japanese language courses for the participating villagers, and hotel management training for 
the host families. This master plan also revealed a high potential for this program in the rural 
tourism sector, and recommends further development by government organizations to increase 
the numbers of tourists and incomes earned from the program. 
 
1-4-3 Related Research in Malaysia and Japan 
 
 In addition to the research on Malaysian rural, rural and regional development policy, 
and rural tourism, several research at Malaysia and Japan can be given as related research. 
Nishimura (Urban Conservation Planning, University of Tokyo) has carried out numbers of 
research related to urban planning, regional development, and urban conservation in Japan and 
other countries in Asia 25,26,27. In a few of his research, Nishimura suggest that tourism can be 
used as a new tool for development at heritage cities and regional areas, and can be suggested as 
a new style of community development.  
 Utaka (Urban Planning and Heritage Conservation, University of Hyogo) also 
conducts research on urban planning and heritage conservation, focusing on built environment 
and cultural diversity in Asia, including Malaysia 28,29. In his research, Utaka clarifies the 
characteristics of racial structure and multi-ethnic living space at Malaysian housings in rural 
and urban areas. 
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1-5 Research Significance 
 
1-5-1 A Research on Malaysian Rural; and Rural and Regional Development Policies 
 
 Malaysia gained its independence in 1957 and its condition differs from 
organizations, policies, and research in developed countries such as Japan and other Western 
countries. The numbers and types of villages in rural areas, statistical documents, and national 
surveys on rural areas were not conducted until 2010. Previous research was in the architectural 
and agricultural fields; however, research based on field studies in rural planning and regional 
planning fields lags behind them. 
 Among the previous research on Malaysian rural areas, many focused on the rural 
settlements, the background of Malay Kampungs, and the architectural style of Malay houses. 
Further research on rural and regional development policies was also conducted; however, they 
were limited to summarizing the evolution of the policies. 
 This research can be considered as the first research that introduces and reaches 
conclusions on Malaysian rural and regional development policies and the Malaysian Homestay 
Program in Japan. It also introduces the Master Plan for Traditional and Planned Settlements in 
Local Government Areas of Peninsular Malaysia for the first time in Japan. Clarification on the 
background of Malay Kampungs, communal facilities, economic activities, community 
activities, and their relations to the Malaysian Homestay Program based on field investigations 
should be considered as the definition and originality of this research. 
 This research also clarifies the relationship between Japan and Malaysia, where 
Japan was listed at the first place in the top 10 participating countries in the Malaysia My 
Second Home (MM2H) program in 201230. In recent years, Malaysia has been chosen as a 
destination for the long-stay tourists especially from Japan. Moreover, Japanese tourists are also 
recorded as the second highest number of foreign tourists who visited the Malaysian Homestay 
Program in 201231. This number is mainly contributed by groups of schoolchildren from 
Japanese schools and universities, and some are visiting though the school student exchange 
programs. 
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1-5-2 Characteristics of the Malaysian Homestay Program 
 
 The Malaysian Homestay Program, which was established by the Ministry of 
Tourism in 1995, aims to further develop the tourism industry, rural settlements, and rural 
communities. This program differs from minshuku in Japan, farmstays in other countries, and 
homestay programs in English education. This is due to the lifestyle experience concept in 
which tourists stay with families in the Malay Kampungs and participate in the rural community 
activities. This program is also held at the national level and with participants from the Ministry 
of Tourism, the Ministry of Rural and Regional Development, the Ministry of Education, and 
the Ministry of Health.  
 The Malaysian Homestay Program has also developed as community-based tourism 
in which the entire village community is involved by participating in its organization as host 
families or in the program activities that receive support from government organizations. In 
many cases, the existing district and village organizations also participate in this program and 
cooperate with the new homestay organization. 
 Moreover, the multi-racial identity of Malaysia and its multi-culture and -traditions 
due to the migration of peoples from Indonesia and Thailand distribute to the variety of 
homestay program activities in each state, district, and village. Furthermore, the characteristics 
of the existence of more than 50 ethnic groups in North Borneo have also led to the personal 
characteristics of this program.  
 The establishment of the Malaysian Homestay Program as an important rural tourism 
product, its introduction as a rural and regional development policy, and its characteristics show 
the value of this research.  
 
1-6 Case Studies Significance 
 
 Previous research was largely from the view of sociology and tourism; however, it 
was limited to the background introductions and lacked research based on field investigations. 
In this research, three homestay programs that were evaluated by the Ministry of Tourism as 
successful programs in Selangor were chosen as case studies with their implementation and 
characteristics clarified. 
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1-6-1 Selangor as a Case Study 
 
 The population of Selangor reached 5.79 million in 2013 (57.1% Malays, 28.6% 
Chinese, 13.5% Indians, 0.8% of other races) 2. This state consists of 9 districts and 464 
traditional settlements 12. Among these traditional settlements, there are 430 traditional villages, 
which is the smallest number of traditional villages among all states on Peninsular Malaysia. 
Most of paddy villages are located in the southern part and most of the farm villages are located 
in the northern part.  
 The capital city of Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur, is located in the center of this state. Due 
to the influence of Kuala Lumpur, Selangor was listed as the most urbanized state in Malaysia 
in 2000, with an urbanization rate of 8.3%. Selangor also consists of the lowest rural population 
in Malaysia, which decreased from 11.3% in 2000 to 8.4% in 2010 32. 
 The government encourages the rural community to participate in the Malaysian 
Homestay Program to prevent further urbanization on the existing traditional villages in the 
state. Moreover, villages in this state are easy accessible due to the location of the Kuala 
Lumpur International Airport in the southern part of Selangor. 
 
1-6-2 Banghuris Homestay, Sungai Sireh Homestay, and Dorani Homestay as the Case Studies 
 
 In this research, three homestay programs in Selangor are used as case studies as 
follows: the Banghuris Homestay, the Sungai Sireh Homestay, and the Dorani Homestay, 
according to the income earned and numbers of tourists received. These homestay programs 
represent the Malaysian Homestay Programs that are held at traditional villages (farm villages 
and paddy villages) and are also known as models among all homestay programs in the state. 
Table 1.1 shows the numbers of tourists who visited the homestay programs and income earned 
as recorded by the Ministry of Tourism. Although these numbers were recorded in 2012, these 
three homestay programs continue to have the highest ranking among all homestay programs in 
the state. 
 According to the Master Plan for Traditional and Planned Settlements in Local 
Government Areas of Peninsular Malaysia, traditional villages (farm and paddy villages) consist 
of 87.7% of the settlement types in Peninsular Malaysia. In Selangor, the Banghuris Homestay 
was established by three farm villages, managed by a homestay committee, while the Sungai 
Sireh Homestay was established in a paddy village, and managed by a homestay committee and 
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homestay cooperation. Meanwhile, the Dorani Homestay was established by a homestay 
committee and managed by a paddy village. The Sungai Sireh Homestay and the Dorani 
Homestay have the participation of the surrounding four villages to increase the existing 
number of host families. Today, these two homestay programs are recorded by the Ministry of 
Tourism as having five villages participating. 
 Figure 1.2 shows the Banghuris Homestay as located at the southern part of 
Selangor; and the Sungai Sireh Homestay and the Dorani Homestay as located at the northern 
part of Selangor. These three homestay programs are located close to coastal areas; therefore, 
the homestay program activities also include fishery activities in addition to agricultural 
activities. Moreover, rural villages in Selangor are mainly populated by the Javanese 
community; and their cultural activities and customs are personal characteristics of the 
homestay programs in this state. In 2012, the Banghuris Homestay and the Sungai Sireh 
Homestays are also listed by the Ministry of Tourism in the Top 10 List of Highest Homestay 
Clusters due to the numbers of tourists and income among all homestay programs. 
 
Table 1.1. Statistics of the Malaysian Homestay Programs in Selangor 33 
 Homestay Program’s Name Type of Village No. of Tourists Income 
① Banghuris  Farm  7,324 RM543,849 
② Sungai Sireh  Paddy  6,899 RM440,114 
③ Sungai Haji Dorani  Paddy  5,091 RM287,520 
④ Air Manis Paddy  2,665 RM272,487 
⑤ Sungai Kertas  Planned  1,857 RM144,378 
⑥ Kampung Endah  Farm  5,616 RM124,745 
⑦ Kanchong Darat  Farm  2,989 RM108,960 
⑧ Papitusulem  Paddy  700 RM84,465 
⑨ Batu 23  Paddy  2,443 RM74,733 
⑩ Sungai Lang Tengah  Farm  1,100 RM35,244 
⑪ Seri Kayangan  Paddy  242 RM24,602 
⑫ Sungai Tenggi  FELDA  5,616 RM17,600 
⑬ Kampung Kundang  Farm  333 RM17,300 
⑭ Kampung Batu Laut  Farm  85 RM4,650 
⑮ Sepintas  Paddy  70 RM1,100 
Total 37,599 RM2,181,747 
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Figure 1.2. The Locations of Case Studies in Selangor 
Source: Author, based on the Master Plan for Traditional and Planned Settlements in Local 
Government Areas of Peninsular Malaysia 12, 2014 
 
1-7 Dissertation Structure 
 
 This dissertation consists of six chapters: Research Background; Malay Kampungs 
Background; The Evolution of Malaysian Rural and Regional Development Policy and the 
Introduction of the Malaysian Homestay Program; The Implementation, Characteristics and 
Effects of the Malaysian Homestay Programs in Selangor; Comparison on Rural Tourism in 
Malaysia and Other Countries; and Conclusions and Recommendations. Figure 1.3 shows the 
structure of this dissertation.  
 Chapter 1 reveals the objectives, methodology, and significance of this research. 
 Chapter 2 and Chapter 3 consist of the policy theory of this research. Chapter 2 
analyzes the background of the Malay Kampungs by revealing types, communal facilities, 
administration and organization, economic activities, and community activities in reference to 
the Master Plan for Traditional and Planned Settlements in Local Government Areas of 
Peninsular Malaysia.  
 Chapter 3 identifies the evolution of Malaysian rural and regional development 
policies by referring to the Malaysian Five Year Plan from pre-independence, 1950, to 2015. 
The implementation and characteristics of the Malaysian Homestay Program is added based on 
the guidelines and statistics provided by the Ministry of Tourism to clarify the introduction of 
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this program as part of the evolution of the rural and regional development policies.  
 Chapter 4 consists of the case studies of this research. Chapter 4 clarifies the 
implementation, personal characteristics, and economic, environmental, social, and cultural 
effects of three successful homestay programs in Selangor that held at farm and paddy villages. 
Unregistered and less successful homestay programs and the transformation of Malay houses 
after participating in this program are also analyzed. The implementation of the Malay 
Kampungs in Chapter 2 and the Malaysian Homestay Program in Chapter 4 are clarified 
through these case studies. 
 Chapter 5 shows the background of rural tourism in other countries in Asia by 
focusing on the comparison of the Malaysian Homestay Program and minshuku, which 
represents rural tourism in Japan. 
 Lastly, in Chapter 6, the findings and conclusions of this research and the potential of 
this program in the rural and regional development and heritage preservation are discussed. 
 Table 1.2 summarizes the content of this dissertation. 
 
 
Figure 1.3. Dissertation Structure 
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Table 1.2. The Contents of Dissertation 
Chapters Title Contents 
Chapter 1 Research 
Background 
• Research objectives and methodologies 
• Previous research 
• Research significance 
Chapter 2 Malay Kampungs 
Background 
• Administration structure of Malaysia 
• Definition of Malay and Malay Kampungs 
• The traditional Malay Kampungs 
• Types, layout, communal facilities, administration, 
economic activities, community activities of Malay 
Kampungs 
Chapter 3 The Evolution of 
Malaysian Rural and 
Regional 
Development Policy 
and the Introduction 
of the Malaysian 
Homestay Program 
• Rural and regional development policies during 
pre-independence, after the independence of 
Malaya, and after the establishment of Malaysia 
• The introduction, background, related government 
and private organizations, registration guidelines, 
program activities, statistics, and 10 Highest 
Homestay Clusters of Malaysian Homestay 
Program 
Chapter 4 The Implementation 
and Characteristics 
of the Malaysian 
Homestay Programs 
in Selangor 
• Participating villages background, homestay 
committee, program activities, statistics, 
characteristics, and economic, environmental, 
social and cultural effects of Banghuris Homestay, 
Sungai Sireh Homestay, and Dorani Homestay 
• Malay houses as tourist accommodations 
• Other homestay programs in Selangor 
Chapter 5 Comparison on Rural 
Tourism in Malaysia 
and Other Countries 
• Background of rural tourism in other Asian 
countries 
• Background of rural tourism in Japan 
• The implementation of minshuku in Japan 
• The comparison on the Malaysian Homestay 
Program and minshuku 
Chapter 6 Conclusions and 
Recommendations 
• The relation of the Malaysian Homestay Program 
and the Malay Kampungs 
• The introduction of the Malaysian Homestay 
Program in the evolution of the rural and regional 
development policies, and its characteristics 
• The implementation, personal characteristics, and 
effects of the Malaysian Homestay Programs in 
Selangor 
• The Malaysian Homestay Program as an overall 
rural and regional development policy 
• The potential of the Malaysian Homestay Program 
in the Heritage Preservation 
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CHAPTER 2 
 
MALAY KAMPUNGS BACKGROUND 
 
2-1 Administration Structure of Malaysian Government   
 
 Malaysian government mainly consists of federal, state, and local governments 1. The 
federal government (such as the Prime Minister Department, the Ministry of Tourism, the 
Ministry of Urban Wellbeing Lifestyle, Housing, and Local Government, the Ministry of Rural 
and Regional Development, and the Ministry of Agriculture) is led by the Yang di-Pertuan 
Agong (king) and accompanied by the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister, who is selected by 
the king, is responsible to inform the king about the country’s administration. There are three 
federal territories: Kuala Lumpur (the administrative capital of Malaysia), Putrajaya, and 
Labuan that are governed directly by the federal government. 
 Under the federal government, there are thirteen state governments in thirteen states: 
Johor, Negeri Sembilan, Malacca, Selangor, Perak, Pahang, Penang, Kedah, Perlis, Terengganu, 
and Kelantan on Peninsular Malaysia, and Sabah and Sarawak in North Borneo. Each state is 
led by a Sultan or the Yang di-Pertuan Negeri (governor) and accompanied by a Chief Minister. 
There are nine states led by the Sultans and four states led by governors. Yang di-Pertuan 
Agong is selected every five years from among the nine Sultans.  
 The state governments govern local governments at the district level. The local 
government is the lowest level in the government system of Malaysia and holds the main 
administration of its territory. Each local government is referred as majlis (council) and led by 
the Yang di-Pertua (president) or a mayor (at big cities). The councils are referred as Dewan 
Bandaraya (City Hall), Majlis Bandaraya (City Council), Majlis Perbandaran (Municipal 
Council), and Majlis Daerah (District Council).  
 However, land administration at the district level is mainly carried out by the District 
Office, which is led by the District Officer. Each district consists a few mukim (subdivision of a 
district) and each mukim is led by a penghulu. The penghulu is selected by the state government 
and responsible to assist the District Office and other government organizations in development 
projects, and manages social activities in the village under his territory. The penghulu is usually 
helped by an assistant and the village headmen. 
 Each mukim consists of a few kampungs (villages) and each kampung is led by a 
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Ketua Kampung (village headman) who is accompanied by an organization called the Village 
Development and Security Committee (VDSC). 
 Figure 2.1 shows the administration structure of the Malaysian government. 
 
 
Figure 2.1. The Administration Structure of Malaysian Government 
Source: Author, based on The Encyclopedia of Laws and Administration of Town and Country 
Planning 1 
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2-2 Definition of Malay and Malay Kampungs          
 
 In the Federal Constitution, Article 160, a Malay is defined as ‘a person who 
professes the religion of Islam, habitually speaks the Malay language, conforms to Malay 
custom and was born before ‘Merdeka Day’ (Independence Day) in the Federation (of 
Malaysia) or in Singapore or born of parents one of whom was born in the Federation or in 
Singapore, or is on that day domiciled in the Federation or in Singapore, or is the issue of such a 
person’ 2. This article was also used for Sabah, Sarawak, and Singapore after these three states 
joined Peninsula Malaysia in 1963 to form Malaysia; however, is not used in Singapore after it 
declared its independence from Malaysia in 1965. 
 Malay also includes any Indonesian: Javanese, Minangkabau, and Bugis, who had 
been living in Malaysia before Independence Day. Indonesians started migrating during the 
pre-colonial, colonial, and post-colonial periods, mostly to Selangor, Negeri Sembilan, and 
Johor (Tamrin, 1978) 3. Javanese and Bugis people from Java formed the majority of this 
migration but Minangkabau people from Sumatera had much earlier established a kingdom on 
the Peninsula Malaysia. Among the ‘push’ factors that caused this migration were poverty, 
dense population, heavy taxation, and over-fragmentation of cultivated land in their home areas. 
Tamrin described their migration and broke it down into two categorizations: traveling and 
sneaking off. The first group migrated to improve their standard of living by working with 
foreign traders to spread their business or to seek new knowledge. The second group ran away 
from political crises, crime, or family issues. Some also settled permanently on Peninsula 
Malaysia during their journey to perform the Haj in Mecca. 
 The migration of Javanese people began as early as the fifteenth century when they 
settled in Malacca where they established their own quarters and were administered by an 
appointed chief (Gullick, 1993) 4. They were specialized in trading rice and other food as well 
as sailing. In 1890s, the migration flow spread into Selangor, when the inhabitants of Kuala 
Lumpur were found mostly to be traders from Sumatra and Java. Javanese in Selangor were 
involved mainly in agriculture: starting paddy fields, coconut farms and coffee plantations; and 
a small number working in tin mining along the Kelang River. Most of them settled mainly at 
Tanjung Karang, Sabak Bernam, Kuala Selangor, Kelang, Banting and Sepang, and continued 
to live there today (Mohamed, 2001) 5. 
 The Javanese today refer themselves as Orang Jawa (Javanese people) to 
differentiate them from current Indonesian people, who are called Orang Indonesia (Indonesian 
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people in Malay Language) and to denote their legal status as ‘Malaysian Malay’ (Miyazaki, 
2000) 6. Today’s Javanese on Peninsula Malaysia define themselves with the use of Javanese 
Language in their daily conversation among each other. Their origin is also revealed in their 
names, where fathers often retained Javanese names, which end with -man or -min. 
Nevertheless, younger Javanese: the second and third generations, rarely speak and understand 
the Javanese language, and usually have Malay-Arabic names similar to other Malays. 
 The migration of these three ethnic groups also brought a few adaptations into Malay 
culture, mainly in art and entertainment, and are recognized as official Malaysian culture (Ang, 
2002) 7. Most of these influences can be seen through the introduction of the traditional dance of 
kuda kepang, traditional self-defensed art of silat, traditional puppetry of wayang kulit and 
traditional musical performance of gamelan. Kuda kepang is a dance performance using 
wooden-horses in which the horses are moved like real horses, according to the rhythm of the 
music played and was popular in Johor. Silat, or the fight dance, is an ancient self-defense art 
created from mixed animal movements from threats by enemies. Silat can be a strong 
self-protection even if someone is being attacked with a weapon. Wayang kulit is shadow 
puppetry performance that is played by idols made by animal skin. Dances and movements of 
the idols are played based on the ancient Mahabrata, an ancient book that originated from 
Indonesia. Meanwhile, gamelan is a musical performance using instruments made of silver and 
coppers that usually accompanies the performance of kuda kepang, silat, and wayang kulit. 
Gamelan was brought to Pahang in 1811 and spread to Terengganu shortly afterwards through a 
royal marriage. Gamelan was usually played during royal and formal occasions and the 
performers are specially trained in royal palaces. Today, these performances can also usually be 
seen during wedding ceremonies and special events in every village on Peninsula Malaysia. 
 During the British colonial period, three major races in Malaysia (Peninsular 
Malaysia) are as follows: Malay (including Javanese, Minagkabau and Bugis people), Chinese, 
and Indians, who were all forced to live in separate settlements introduced by the British 
(Wahid, Khoo, Ibrahim and Singh, 1994) 8. Malays, who were not regarded as reliable workers, 
were forced to stay in their traditional settlements in rural areas to farm or fish for a living. The 
Chinese, who migrated from southern China, were encouraged to be involved in commercial 
activities such as shopkeepers and traders in the towns and cities that used to be the tin-mining 
centers. The Indians were migrated from India to be rubber tappers and laborers in plantations.  
 In 2013, the population of Malaysia reached 29.95 million (50.4% Malays, 23.7% 
Chinese, 7.1% Indians, 11% aboriginal people, and 7.8% of other races) 9. Today, Malays 
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continue to populate rural areas and the rural villages are known as ‘Malay Kampungs’ (Malay 
villages). The Chinese live in shop houses in urban areas or in new planned settlements called 
the ‘Kampung Baru Cina’ (Chinese New Villages) in rural areas mostly located close to towns. 
The Indians live in traditional and planned settlements that are mostly located in rubber or oil 
palm plantations in rural areas. Traditional or a planned Malay Kampungs can be recognized 
from their names, which often begin with the word kampung. Meanwhile, new modern housing 
development areas, including those located in the rural areas, are recognized with by words that 
begin with taman (park or garden). 
 
2-3 Traditional Malay Kampungs           
 
 Lim (1987) described the traditional Malay Kampungs and the compound of a Malay 
House and indicated that it is difficult to separate public and private spaces in Malay Kampungs 
since the compounds are often unfenced 10. The borders between houses are only indicated by 
coconut and other fruit trees that are usually planted on the compounds. The openness and 
borderless layout of houses in traditional Malay Kampungs show the kin relationships among 
the community in the village. Malay Kampungs are randomly distributed with Malay houses, 
trees, houses, compounds, and paths. However, the layout of houses in paddy villages is more 
clearly defined by bunds and irrigation canals. 
 Gibbs (1987) described that in Malay Kampungs, the village headman is the most 
respectful and influential man in the kampung 11. Malay Kampungs are the birthplaces for many 
Malays, who are the main inhabitants of the village, while Chinese often own the businesses in 
the village and live in shop houses along the roads. The roads in the Malay Kampungs are 
pathways for social interaction with all inhabitants meeting and greeting each other. Gibbs also 
believed that the environment surrounding the village played an important role that shapes the 
cultural and social life of the village.  
 Meanwhile, Ahmad (1998) identified Malay Kampungs as villages that are usually 
situated near the source of the villager livelihood: sea, river, paddy fields, or small farms of 
rubber trees or oil palm 12. Houses are usually occupied by family clusters, where a house is 
inhabited by a family and surrounded by houses inhabited by related families. The random 
layout of Malay Kampungs and the lack of physical barriers contribute to an informal and open 
atmosphere that is conducive to communal activities such as kenduri (communal feast) and 
gotong-royong (sharing work with others in the community). Special occasions such as a 
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wedding ceremony become communal affairs with the whole village participating in its 
preparation and celebration. Ahmad also described that the layout of typical traditional Malay 
Kampungs usually consists of a mosque, a village cemetery, the house of the village headman, a 
school, a playing field, village shops, paddy fields, stream and water gates, clusters of houses 
surrounded by coconut palms and fruits trees, and resting huts in the paddy fields.  
 
2-4 Types of Malay Kampungs on Peninsular Malaysia   
       
 During 2010, the Master Plan for Traditional and Planned Settlements in Local 
Government Areas of Peninsular Malaysia was prepared by the Ministry of Urban Wellbeing, 
Housing and Local Government as the first document that contains the latest and the most 
comprehensive information and profiles of villages (mainly on Malay Kampungs) in rural areas 
of Peninsular Malaysia 13. It also prepared a basic document that contains village classifications 
and conditions, for proper rural planning policy and strategy. In this plan, 9,755 villages were 
surveyed from among 14,003 villages on Peninsular Malaysia. The villages in rural areas of 
Sabah and Sarawak were not included in this plan as these states are governed by different local 
authorities; also Chinese New Villages on Peninsula Malaysia that own their specific 
development plan (New Village Master Plan) and Indian settlements on rural plantation areas 
were not included due to the fact that they are considered minority populations.  
 The master plan defines an area as a rural area that contains less than 10,000 people 
and is located from 12-36 km away from a city center. The areas located more than 36 km from 
a city center are called hinterland areas. Meanwhile, rural villages on Peninsula Malaysia are 
categorized into two main types: traditional settlements and planned settlements. Traditional 
settlements are defined as ‘a settlement which exists naturally and unplanned’ and planned 
settlements are defined as ‘a settlement which is planned based on several reasons such as 
resettlement, land distribution and disaster’. Traditional settlements are further divided into 4 
types: traditional, fisherman, floating, and Orang Asli villages. Orang Asli is an ethnic group of 
aboriginal people who live on the Peninsular Malaysia. Meanwhile, planned settlements consist 
of two types: planned and FELDA villages.  
 Traditional settlements show the main categorization of villages on Peninsula 
Malaysia with 9,108 villages (93.3%), while planned settlements only consist of 647 villages 
(6.63%) (Table 2.1). Among these traditional settlements, traditional villages show the largest 
number at 8,770 villages (89.9%), followed by 201 Orang Asli, 135 fisherman, and 2 floating 
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villages. Most of the traditional villages consist of paddy village and farm villages (agricultural 
products other than paddy are as follows: oil palm, rubber, or others) and are located in Kedah. 
Fisherman villages are usually located in coastal areas, mostly in eastern Peninsular Malaysia: 
Kelantan, Terengganu, and Pahang. The east coast of South China Sea is compatible for 
fisheries when compared with the western coast of the Malacca Straits, which is idle with 
trading and port industries. Today, there are only 2 floating villages that still exist on Peninsula 
Malaysia: Penang and Perlis, due to rapidly increasing sea reclamation projects. However, 
floating villages can still be found in greater numbers in Sabah and Sarawak hinterland areas. 
Meanwhile, there are 131 Orang Asli villages mostly as mountain villages in Pahang, and a few 
are preserved within the National Park territory. 
 
Table 2.1. Number of villages in 11 states of Peninsula Malaysia according to type 13 
State Traditional Settlements Planned 
Settlements 
Total 
Traditional 
village 
Fisherman 
village 
Floating 
village 
Orang 
Asli 
village 
FELDA 
Village 
Planned 
village 
Perlis 356 9 1 0 0 11 377 
Kedah 1,840 19 0 3 34 44 1,940 
Penang 467 13 1 0 0 19 500 
Perak 819 1 0 4 11 143 978 
Selangor 430 0 0 8 9 17 464 
Negeri 
Sembilan 
501 2 0 8 13 14 538 
Malacca 664 7 0 3 9 17 700 
Pahang 1,348 21 0 131 113 51 1,664 
Johor 786 15 0 8 23 23 855 
Terengganu 731 19 0 1 12 57 820 
Kelantan 828 29 0 35 8 19 919 
Total 8,770 135 2 201 232 415 9,755 
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 In the planned settlements, there are 232 FELDA villages and 415 planned villages 
that are located mostly in Pahang and Perak because much undeveloped land exists in these 
states. A FELDA village is a planned village built on undeveloped land in a rural area 
(including Sabah and Sarawak) for settlement and agricultural activities (mostly oil palm 
industries) under the land development scheme of ‘Federal Land Development Authority’ that 
was established by the government in 1956. Meanwhile, villages built under government land 
development schemes other than FELDA are categorized as planned villages. Villages in the 
rural areas of Sabah and Sarawak are not included in the master plan; however, the villages that 
are mostly occupied by aboriginal people and categorized as traditional villages.  
 Based on this master plan and further interviews with the Ministry of Urban 
Wellbeing Lifestyle, Housing and Local Government, the types of Malay Kampungs (excluding 
Orang Asli villages) can be categorized into traditional, fisherman, floating, FELDA, and 
planned villages. Figure 2.2 summarizes the types of villages in rural areas of Peninsular 
Malaysia and North Borneo (including rural settlements that are not included in the master plan), 
and Figure 2.3 indicates their location within the definition of rural areas. 
 
 
Figure 2.2. Types of Rural Villages in Peninsular Malaysia and North Borneo 
Source: Author, based on Master Plan for Traditional and Planned Settlements in Local 
Government Areas of Peninsular Malaysia, 2014 13 
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Figure 2.3. The Locations of Rural Villages in the Rural Area 
Source: Author, based on Master Plan for Traditional and Planned Settlements in Local 
Government Areas of Peninsular Malaysia, 2014 13 
 
2-5 Layout of Malay Kampungs            
 
 In the Master Plan for Traditional and Planned Settlements in Local Government 
Areas of Peninsular Malaysia, the layouts of Malay Kampungs are categorized as follows: 
centered, linear, and scattered. In a centered layout village, houses are built in a group and 
focused in one area. This layout was found in FELDA and planned villages; and facilitated 
centered facilities, social interaction, and accessibility. Meanwhile, a floating village is 
commonly built with a linear layout, where houses are built along the sea, rivers, or canals. 
Some traditional villages are also built with this layout, where houses are constructed along a 
road or alley often found in paddy villages. Nevertheless, almost half of Malay Kampungs are 
built with a scattered layout, especially in the traditional villages (farm and paddy villages). 
Houses are built far from each other without a specific form; however, the main communal 
facilities are usually located in the middle of the village.  
 Table 2.2 shows that 4,534 (46.48%) villages on Peninsula Malaysia are distributed 
in a scattered layout and most of these villages are traditional villages located in Kedah. A total 
of 3,705 (37.98%) villages are distributed in a linear layout while 5,516 (15.54%) villages are 
distributed in a centered layout. Most of the centered layout villages are found in Pahang, where 
most FELDA villages exist. 
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Table 2.2. Layout of villages in 11 states of Peninsula Malaysia 13 
State  Village Layout Total  
Centered  Linear  Scattered  
Perlis  21 55 301 377 
Kedah  137 487 1,316 1,940 
Penang  52 162 286 500 
Perak  195 401 382 978 
Selangor  134 222 108 464 
Malacca  79 501 120 700 
Negeri Sembilan 33 296 209 538 
Johor  105 459 291 855 
Pahang  538 396 730 1,664 
Terengganu  161 418 241 820 
Kelantan  61 308 550 919 
Total 1,516 3,705 4,534 9,755 
 
2-6 Communal Facilities at Malay Kampungs          
 
 In the Master Plan 2010, communal facilities provided by the government at Malay 
Kampungs are divided into three types: community facilities, educational facilities, and 
recreational facilities. Community facilities consist of a community hall, a public hall, a 
multi-purpose hall, a mosque or prayer hall (for other religions such as church and temple), 
surau (a prayer hall for Muslims smaller than a mosque) a rural clinic, and a health clinic. 
Education facilities consist of an elementary school, a secondary school, a library, and an ICT 
center. Meanwhile, recreational facilities consist of a playing lot, a playing court, and a soccer 
field.  
 In 1997, The Ministry of Urban Wellbeing, Housing and Local Government carried 
out the first Communal Facilities Planning Guideline to provide these facilities according to 
effective distances from the village to the facility and population of the village (Figure 2.4 and 
Table 2.3) 14. This guideline, which was revised in 2013, was prepared to guide the State 
Government, District Local Authority, and developers on providing communal facilities in an 
existing traditional village and in the development of a new planned village. The effective 
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distance is divided into three groups: 0.4 km from the village, 0.8 from the village, and 1.6 km 
from the village. Facilities are provided by the government when the effective distance and 
population requirements are satisfied or upon request from the rural community. 
 
 
Figure 2.4. Effective Distance from Village to Communal Facilities 14 
 
Table 2.3. Population Required for Provision of Communal Facilities in Malay Kampungs 14 
Facilities  Population required 
Community facility Mosque More than 100 Muslim 
families 
Surau  Requested by community 
(sometimes built by the 
community themselves) 
Prayer hall More than 500 
Rural clinic 4,000-5,000 
Health clinic More than 15,000 
Educational facility Elementary school 3,000-7,500 
Secondary school More than 9,000 
Library  More than 2,000 
ICT center Requested by community 
Recreational facility Requested by community 
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2-7 Administrations at Malay Kampungs           
 
2-7-1 Village Headman and the Mosque Committee 
 
 In the traditional Malay Kampungs, a Ketua Kampung (village headman) is selected 
to lead the kampung by an organization called the Mosque Committee (Konwa et. al, 1976) 15. 
Villagers who often attend prayers at the mosque are usually selected to become the members of 
the Mosque Committee due to higher respect and trust of Malays towards religious people. 
Before the government provided communal facilities such as the community hall in rural areas, 
communal activities (both religious festivals and social activities) were always held at the 
mosque or at the village headman’s house.  
 
2-7-2 Village Development Committee 
 
 In 1961, the Ministry of Rural and Regional Development established a new 
organization called the Village Development Committee (VDC) at all Malay Kampungs on 
Peninsular Malaysia and in traditional villages in North Borneo as one of the initiatives under 
the Second Malayan Five-Year Plan (1961) 16. This organization is one of the strategies by the 
government in creating human development that is focused on rural people and their families, 
after focusing on the national infrastructural development in the First Malayan Five-Year Plan 
(1956) 17. The main objective of this organization is to encourage villager participation in the 
rural development process. VDC is led by the village headman and assisted by a few members 
selected from among the villagers by the villagers themselves.  
 
2-7-3 Village Development and Security Committee 
 
 In 1975, the name of VDC was changed and upgraded to the Village Development 
and Security Committee (VDSC) by expanding its role in keeping safety and peace in the 
village. The new name and role allows this organization to be a new mechanism to encourage 
villager participation in local planning and to connect the villagers with the district government 
in any will, need, and local issues that are unable to be solved by the villagers themselves. 
VDSCs were established as mediators between villagers and the government, mainly on 
development and security issues. 
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 Along with the establishment of VDSC, the Ministry of Rural and Regional 
Development has published the Guidelines of Establishment, Process, and Functions of VDSC 
(1975), which consists of official functions, responsibilities, organizational structures, and 
allowances 18. Figure 2.5 describes VDSCs in Malay Kampungs that must consist of at least 7 
members: the chairman (the village headman), a vice chairman, a secretary, a bursar, and 3 
committee members.  
 All members are appointed by the district council, or selected by the villagers, 
usually from among the political leaders, volunteer group leaders, government workers, or 
women representatives. Other small bureaus that may be established under VDSC are education, 
economy, public facilities, health, culture, religion (the former Mosque Committee), security, 
welfare, women, and youth bureaus. Today, some villages also establish new bureaus such as IT 
and tourism bureaus based on the development projects supported by the state and district 
governments.  
 All VDSC members are involved in the development planning and projects at the 
village level, documentation on the village profiles and records, and organizing all community 
activities in the village. Financial support for all community activities held by the VDSC are 
provided by the state government and the district council. It is compulsory for members to 
attend all VDSC meetings that are usually held once a month on the first Saturday or Sunday at 
the VDSC hall. The meeting is held to discuss current issues in the village, development 
planning, and preparation for communal activities. An officer from the state government or 
from the district council sometimes attends the meeting when there is any planning or decision 
issues that involve the participation of a government organization.  
 
 
Figure 2.5. Organizational Structure of VDSC18 
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 Moreover, the chairman, vice chairman, secretary, and bursar receive monthly 
allowances from the state government (Table 2.4). However, most of the chairmen (who are 
also village headmen); vice chairmen, secretaries, and bursars usually continue their previous 
occupation while being responsible as VDSC leaders. Therefore, VDSC meetings are often held 
on weekends or public holidays. Meanwhile, other members only receive allowances during 
their attendances at meetings. VDSC members are also prioritized at a few government 
hospitals and other facilities to show the initiatives provided by the government towards 
community participation in village development.  
 Abdullah (2003) clarified the effectiveness of VDSCs in the rural development 
process in Malay Kampungs and showed that VDSCs play an important role in connecting the 
government with the villagers through an effective communication process 19. VDSCs also help 
and encourage villagers to fully utilize the facilities and opportunities that are planned and 
provided by the government for the Malay Kampungs. VDSCs strengthen the relationship 
among the villagers; and between villagers and the government. Abdullah concluded that the 
VDSC has the ability to create a transformation at the village level and is still effective in a rural 
development context.  
 By 2013, the Ministry of Rural and Regional Development recorded that the numbers 
of VDSC established at all villages on Peninsular Malaysia and North Borneo have reached 
15,886 (Table 2.5) 20. This shows that all villages in Malaysia have cooperated with the 
government by establishing VDSCs and involved in rural development planning and projects. 
 
Table 2.4. Allowances of VDSC 18 
Type of Allowance Amount of Allowance (RM) 
Chairman RM800 (monthly) 
Vice Chairman, Secretary, Bursary RM300 (monthly) 
Other VDSC members RM50 (per meeting) 
Budget for VDSC meeting RM100 (monthly) 
Hospital ward facilities RM25 (per day) 
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Table 2.5. Statistics of VDSC in Malaysia 20 
State  Number of VDSC 
Kelantan  767 
Penang  488 
Selangor  381 
Johor  669 
Kedah  1,900 
Malacca  239 
Negeri Sembilan 387 
Pahang  542 
Perak  822 
Perlis  387 
Terengganu  994 
Sabah  2,854 
Sarawak  5,456 
Total  15,886 
 
 For some of Malay Kampungs in Selangor, the administration is further divided into 
a few small blocks, where each block is led by a member of the VDSC. A small committee is 
formed at each block to help with VDSC administration within the block. This is formed by 
larger scale Malay Kampungs in Selangor when compared to other states. Meanwhile, at other 
Malay Kampungs with a very small scale, the administration system is not clearly divided, 
where roads, alleys, or an area surrounding a surau is used to represent a unit for any village 
communal activities. This administration system was used at the traditional Malay Kampungs 
before VDSCs were formed and called the kariah system (a territory system), where one kariah 
represents one surau. 
 
2-8 Economic Activities at Malay Kampungs 
 
 The Ministry of Urban Wellbeing, Housing, and Local Government analyzes the 
economic sectors in current Malay Kampungs into two components: economic based activities 
and local resource based activities. Economic based activities consist of agricultural based 
activities (agriculture, livestock, and fishery) and trading based activities (business, rural 
industry, and service). Agricultural based activities are the traditional economic activities in 
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rural areas, while the evolution of trading based activities show villager initiatives to earn 
additional income by becoming involved in various activities other than agriculture. The Master 
Plan documented that in most urbanized states in Selangor, many villages are located close to 
city centers with a high population and the numbers of trading based activities (54.37%) was 
higher than agricultural based activities (45.63%). 
 Meanwhile, local resource based activities consist of tourism based activities (resort, 
chalet, and tourist attractions in the village), business activities (stalls and shops), and industrial 
activities (agricultural based and non-agricultural based industrial activities).  
 
2-9 Community Activities at Malay Kampungs 
 
 Emby (1996) indicated that attending community activities in Malay Kampungs are 
compulsory and invitations are not required 21. Sometimes failing to attend a wedding ceremony 
or religious event in the village may cause a crack in the community. One of the family 
members (wife or child) will be sent if the leader of a family (father) could not be involved in 
the preparation or taking part in the activity. Some also contribute money to help the VDSCs or 
to the villager who hosts the activity as an apology. For a funeral, a villager who is unable to 
attend during the ceremony will pay a visit to the family house after the ceremony is over. 
 Emby also described all communal activities (including both Islamic festivals and 
social activities) are handled and managed by the VDSC during the preparation week, the day of 
the ceremony, and the days after the ceremony. All villagers involved with tasks given by the 
VDSC that were decided during a meeting held by the VDSC members. All activities and 
ceremonies are held by gotong-royong (mutual aid), which shows villager willingness and 
cooperation, where no payment will be requested, and followed by a kenduri (communal feast). 
Gotong-royong and kenduri are among the characteristics in Malay customs since ancient times 
until today in Malaysia and Indonesia. 
 Based on field investigations conducted by the author at villages that are 
participating in the Malaysia Homestay Program in Selangor: Kampung Hulu Chuchoh, 
Kampung Bukit Bangkong, Kampung Hulu Teris, Kampung Sungai Sireh, and Kampung 
Sungai Haji Dorani, communal activities in the Malay Kampungs can be divided into Islamic 
festivals and social activities (Ramele and Yamazaki, 2013) 22. Javanese people mainly populate 
these five villages; therefore, the villagers practice similar customs in their daily and communal 
activities.  
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2-9-1 Islamic Festivals 
 
 The government provides a few new communal facilities in the Malay Kampungs 
today; however, the mosque is still the most important communal space. A study conducted at 
Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani in Selangor shows that the villagers perform not only the 4th and 
5th daily prayers at night, but also weekly prayer on Friday and annual prayers: every night in 
the fasting month of Ramadan and special prayers during Eid Al-Fit (feast of breaking the 
fasting month), and Eid Al-Adh (feast of sacrifice). Daily prayers are often followed by Islamic 
lectures by Islamic leaders and Quran classes. Attending daily prayers at the mosque also allows 
the villagers to interact with each other and to make announcements on important events or 
invitations that include the entire village.  
 It is during Ramadan, where both male and female attend to perform their fourth, 
fifth, and tarawikh (a special Ramadan prayer performed after 5th daily prayer) and sometimes 
have dinner (a meal to break the fast) at the mosque, which is provided by the mosque 
committee members. During Eid Al-Fit, villagers attend a special prayer at the mosque in the 
morning as the most important event to begin the month of celebration and to end the fasting 
month. After the prayer, it is a custom to visit relatives, friends, and neighbors, who open their 
houses to all guests and welcome them with special food and beverages. Meanwhile, Eid 
Al-Adh is celebrated to honor the willingness of Prophet Ibrahim to sacrifice his son to God and 
to mark the end of annual Hajj. On this day, villagers attend a special prayer in the morning at 
the mosque, followed by animal slaughtering event, which is held on the mosque’s compound. 
This event is a sacrifice done by villagers who can afford their domestic animal such as cow and 
goats, to be distributed to neighbors and poor Muslims in and surrounding the Malay 
Kampungs. 
 The mosque is not only used for prayers, but also as a school for kindergarten and 
Quran class. A part of the wedding ceremony, which is called nikah, is also held in the mosque 
before the reception is held at the bride and the groom’s houses. Moreover, villagers bring food 
to the mosque occasionally to hold a kenduri as a gratitude to God after fortunate and 
unfortunate events by providing food to the people who come to perform their prayers at the 
mosque. This shows how religious people in Malay Kampungs are highly respected by the 
villagers as a part of their life events.  
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2-9-2 Social Activities 
 
 Social activities in the Malay Kampungs are also held in a gotong-royong style by all 
villagers and organized by the VDSC. Cleaning activities such as cleaning the landscape, 
community hall, mosque, playing field, and other communal facilities are held annually and 
often followed by a kenduri where the meals are prepared by the women committee members 
and cooperated with by other female villagers. Cleaning activities are also held before any 
religious festivals are held or after a disaster occurred in the village. Social activities in the 
Malay Kampungs are sometimes organized with a financial help by the district and state 
governments. 
 In the Malay Kampungs, individual events: wedding ceremony, birth celebration, and 
funerals also considered community activities where the ceremonies are organized by the VDSC 
with cooperation from the whole community. One week before a wedding ceremony, a meeting 
by the VDSC is held to divide tasks among villagers to prepare the meals, decorate and 
performances. The women committee leads the female villagers to prepare materials for the 
meals in the houses, and male villagers help with the cooking in the house compound. 
Meanwhile, young males that are led by the youth committee practice for the cultural dance and 
performance to be performed in front of the bride and groom on the ceremony day. The various 
styles of meals, performances, wedding dresses, and ceremony celebrations in each district and 
state show a multi-cultural identity within Malay itself as influenced by the migration of 
Javanese, Bugis, and Minangkabau into Malaysia. 
 
2-10 Summary  
 
 A Malay is defined as ‘a person who professes the religion of Islam, habitually 
speaks the Malay language, conforms to Malay custom and was born before ‘Merdeka Day’ 
(Independence Day) in the Federation (of Malaysia) or in Singapore or born of parents one of 
whom was born in the Federation or in Singapore, or is on that day domiciled in the Federation 
or in Singapore, or Javanese, Bugis and Minangkabau people from Indonesia who have been 
living in the Federation of Malaysia since before the Independence Day. 
 Rural villages on the Peninsular Malaysia are mainly populated by Malays; therefore, 
are also known as Malay Kampungs. Based on the Master Plan for Traditional and Planned 
Settlements in Local Government Areas of Peninsular Malaysia, types of the Malay Kampungs 
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can be categorized into traditional, fisherman, floating, planned, and FELDA villages. Malay 
Kampungs can be recognized by their names that begin with the word kampung. According to 
the Master Plan, economic activities at the Malay Kampungs can be categorized into 
agricultural based activities (agriculture, fishery, and livestock), trading based activities 
(business, rural industry, and service), and local resource based activities (tourism, and 
agricultural based and non-agricultural based industrial activities).  
 Today, Malay Kampungs are administered by an organization called the Village 
Development and Security Committee (VDSC), which is led by the village headman and 
assisted by a vice chairman, a secretary, a bursar, and a few bureaus. This committee plays a 
role in planning and managing village development projects, managing community activities, 
and protecting the safety of the village.  
 Meanwhile, communal facilities that are provided by the government in Malay 
Kampungs are community halls, public halls, multi-purpose halls, mosques or prayer halls, 
surau, rural clinics, health clinics, elementary schools, secondary schools, libraries, and ICT 
centers. However, the provision of these facilities is held according to an effective distance from 
village to the facility and pin accordance of the population. Community activities that are held 
at the communal facilities by the VDSC are commonly consisting of religious (Islamic) festivals 
and events, and social activities. These activities include daily, weekly, and annual prayers, 
cleaning village communal facilities, wedding ceremonies, birth celebrations, and funerals. 
Community activities in Malay Kampungs are prepared and held by gotong-royong (mutual aid), 
and followed with a kenduri (communal feast) that are among the customs of Malays since 
ancient times in Malaysia and Indonesia. 
 The Master Plan for Traditional and Planned Settlements in Local Government Areas 
of Peninsular Malaysia was the first document that contains the statistics and profiles of rural 
settlements on Peninsular Malaysia; however, there is still a lack of information on unsurvey 
Malay Kampungs and other rural settlements (Indian settlement on Peninsular Malaysia and 
rural settlement on North Borneo. Moreover, the categorizations on rural settlements in this 
master plan are also questionable, and how these categorizations are decided was not described. 
Detail information on rural population, numbers of houses and families, and statistics on each 
economic activity are also absent. This master plan needs to be revised to provide a proper 
documentation on rural statistics and profiles, and to provide a comprehensive guidance for 
Malaysian rural and regional development in the future.  
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CHAPTER 3 
 
THE EVOLUTION OF MALAYSIAN RURAL AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
POLICY AND THE INTRODUCTION OF THE MALAYSIAN HOMESTAY 
PROGRAM 
 
3-1 Definition of Rural and Regional Development 
 
 Malaya (Peninsular Malaysia) gained its independence from British in 1957, and 
joined by Sabah and Sarawak in North Borneo to form Malaysia in 1963. Malaysia is known as 
a multi-cultural country, with three major races as follows: Malay, Chinese and Indian, followed 
by more than 50 other ethnic groups on both Peninsular Malaysia and North Borneo. The 
separated settlement system according to race was introduced by the British during the colonial 
period (1874-1956) has created an unbalanced economy, especially between Malays in rural 
areas and Chinese in urban areas. After gaining its independence in 1957, the Malaya 
government focused on solving this issue by establishing rural development (later include 
regional development) policies and strategies mainly to involve rural Malays to compete with 
other races in the economy. 
 The evolution of Malaysian rural and regional development can be clarified through 
the 5 Year Malaysia Plans (that followed the Draft Development Plan, First Malaya Plan, and 
Second Malaya Plan), an economic development plan, which is documented every five years by 
the Malaya government (later known as the Malaysia government), and administered by the 
Prime Minister’s department (Ramele and Yamazaki, 2013) 1. The evolution of rural and 
regional development can be seen clearly in 3 periods: during pre-independence (British 
colonial period), after the independence of Malaya, and after the establishment of Malaysia 
(Table 3.1).  
 In the 5 Year Malaysia Plan, rural and regional development was defined as 
development program that aimed to enhance the quality life in rural communities, and rural 
development programs. These programs include maintenance and provision of infrastructure 
and public facilities such as paved roads, electricity, water supply, and social, educational and 
health facilities.  
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Table 3.1. Malaysian 5 Year Development Plans (1950-2015) 
Years Period Development Plans 
1950-1955 Pre-Independence Draft Development Plan 
1956-1960 After the Independence of Malaya First Malaya Plan 
1961-1965 Second Malaya Plan 
1966-1970 After the Establishment of Malaysia First Malaysia Plan 
1971-1975 Second Malaysia Plan 
1976-1980 Third Malaysia Plan 
1981-1985 Forth Malaysia Plan 
1986-1990 Fifth Malaysia Plan 
1991-1995 Sixth Malaysia Plan 
1996-2000 Seventh Malaysia Plan 
2001-2005 Eight Malaysia Plan 
2006-2010 Ninth Malaysia Plan 
2011-2015 Tenth Malaysia Plan 
 
3-2 Pre-Independence 
 
 Malaysian rural development was firstly planned through the second feature of the 
Draft Development Plan, which was carried out by the Malaya Government, which was ruled by 
British, in 1950 for the six years from 1950-1955 (Draft Development Plan, 1950) 2. A welfare 
clinic and an infant welfare center were planned for 1950 and 25 health centers were planned 
from 1951-1955 with trained staff in rural areas. Some working centers were set up in rural 
areas to train the rural community in new industries. A total of 50 community centers were built 
in the Malay Kampungs to provide adult education, youth clubs, women working parties, library, 
and infant welfare. The Department of Social Welfare was established to manage all these 
centers. 
 Training, research, and expansion of staff were enhanced to enlarge the industry of 
agriculture and fisheries, handled by the Department of Agriculture and the Department of 
Fisheries. Agricultural products during these years were largely rubber and coconut, followed 
by rice and crops. The government improved irrigation and drainage systems mainly in paddy 
fields. The government; however, focused mostly on larger rubber and commercial crop 
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cultivation, which left the Malay people remaining largely as smallholder agriculture (Arshad 
and Shamsudin, 1997) 3. 
 
3-3 After the Independence of Malaya 
 
3-3-1 First Malaya Plan, 1956-1960 
 
 The first development plan carried out in 1956 by the Malaya government after its 
independence from British was the First Malaya Plan for 1956-1960 (Samah and Aref, 2009) 4. 
This plan was focused on developing rural sectors and to enhance a variety of national resources 
to avoid dependence on them as economic sectors. Agricultural development programs were 
planned to improve the economic and social status of farming communities (the rural Malays). 
Two important government agencies were created under the Rural and National Development 
(later known as the Ministry of Rural and Regional Development): the Rural and Industrial 
Development Authority (RIDA), and the Federal Land Development Authority (FELDA). 
 RIDA was established earlier in 1953 to provide rural infrastructure such as paved 
roads, bridges, schools, health centers, community halls, and water supplies. RIDA was then 
changed into the Majlis Amanah Rakyat (MARA) in 1966 to enhance its role on developing the 
rights of Malays and aboriginal peoples in the national economy, education, and society. 
 Meanwhile, FELDA was established in 1956 to form a new land development and 
settlement scheme. FELDA was established on 1 July 1956 under the Land Development 
Ordinance 1956 (FELDA Official Portal, 2012) 5. The FELDA scheme was opened to and 
applied to poor rural Malays with priority given to those without ownership of land for farming. 
The objectives of its establishment are stated under the 1991 Act as follows: 
1) To carry out land development projects; 
2) To develop, manage and provide economic, social, agricultural, settlement, industrial and 
commercial services owned by FELDA and its organizations; 
3) To carry out activities to help agricultural sector, which includes making, processing and 
marketing; and, 
4) To help, support, advice, manage and organize settlement, agricultural, industrial and 
commercial activities within FELDA areas. 
 FELDA plantations were at first mainly built in the states in the eastern and southern 
part of Peninsular Malaysia. Villagers (from other undeveloped rural areas) that were selected to 
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be involved in the plantations are called developers and a settlement for the developers: FELDA 
villages were built within plantations and provided with basic infrastructure and facilities, 
including a sports complex, a community hall, and a playing court. Similar to other rural 
villages in Malaysia, FELDA villages are also administered by its own VDSC. In addition to oil 
palm and rubber, developers are also encouraged to be involved in livelihoods and aquaculture 
industries.  
 FELDA carries out several development projects for its villages such as ‘Oil Palm 
and Rubber Replant Program’ in 1984, ‘One Region One Industry’ in 2003, and ‘Edible Garden 
FELDA’ in 2012. FELDA also provides business management, financial management, 
marketing, product development, craft skill, and other business training to the villagers. 
Developers are given natural disaster and personal funds from RM10,000-RM40,000 with few 
terms.  
 During 2011, FELDA has expanded its agriculture land to 331,375 hectares (132,584 
hectares of oil palm plantations and 28,048 hectares of rubber plantations). A total of 317 new 
settlements were opened as FELDA villages on Peninsular Malaysia and North Borneo, and 
populated by 112,635 developers (Table 3.2). In 2004, FELDA was relocated to the Prime 
Minister’s Department from the Ministry of Rural and National Development, and managed 
mainly by the Prime Minister of Malaysia. Today, FELDA has become the world’s largest 
plantation operator, in and outside Malaysia, and can be evaluated as a successful new land, 
business, and rural economic developments. 
 
Table 3.2. Numbers of FELDA Villages and Developers in Malaysia (2011) 5 
States Number of FELDA Villages Number of FELDA Developers 
Pahang 115 43,123 
Johor 73 27,641 
Negeri Sembilan 49 16,429 
Terengganu 21 7,463 
Perak 17 5,914 
Kedah 10 3,185 
Kelantan 11 3,115 
Selangor 4 1,929 
Sabah 9 1,649 
Malacca 5 1,330 
Perlis 3 857 
Total  317 112,584 
 49 
3-3-2 Second Malaya Plan, 1961-1965 
 
 The Second Malaya Plan for 1961-1965 was later documented in 1961 and aimed to 
continue raising the economic status of rural people by encouraging variety of agricultural 
products and rural industrial sectors, improving rural infrastructure, and providing employment 
in rural areas (Shamsul, 1988) 6.  
 The Ministry of Rural and National Development was assigned to plan and 
coordinate all rural development activities. The National Rural Development Plan was 
incorporated to reorganize and mobilize institutions and efforts for modernizing and developing 
rural sectors. The Rural Economic Development Plan (or known as the Red Book), which is a 
rural development manual, was created in each district in Malaysia to record progress of all 
rural development projects conducted. It was also during this period, the Village Development 
Committees (VDCs) were established by the state government in every village in the country as 
official village organization. Electricity and water supply were served, community centers, 
playing fields, mosques, and other social amenities were provided, transportation and 
communication were improved, and health facilities were expanded in the rural areas.  
 During 1963, Sabah and Sarawak in North Borneo joined Peninsular Malaysia to 
form Malaysia and the government started new task of solving poverty issues in rural areas of 
Sabah and Sarawak. 
 
3-4 After the Establishment of Malaysia 
 
3-4-1 First Malaysia Plan, 1966-1970 
 
 After Malaya was joined by Sabah and Sarawak to form Malaysia, the First Malaysia 
Plan was documented in 1966 for development planning in 1966-1970 (First Malaysia Plan, 
1966) 7. This plan continued agricultural development on both Peninsular Malaysia and North 
Borneo to enhance the incomes of rural Malays.  
 The Federal Agriculture Marketing Authority (FAMA), the Federal Land 
Consolidation and Rehabilitation Authority (FELCRA), and the Malaysian Agriculture 
Research and Development (MARDI) were established to carry out agricultural development 
projects. FAMA is an authority under the Ministry of Agriculture (later known as the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Agro-based Industry), which helps agricultural communities to access to 
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agricultural credit and extending existing holdings into economic size. FELCRA was created 
under the Ministry of Rural and Regional Development to help salvage and rehabilitate 
unsuccessful land development. Meanwhile, MARDI was established under the Ministry of 
Agriculture to conduct research on all crops, livestock, poultry, and freshwater fisheries.  
 In 1969, the Agriculture Bank (Agrobank) was set up to provide more effective 
machinery to farmers in rural areas. This bank was established as a government-owned bank by 
the Ministry of Finance Incorporated and received financial support from the Ministry of 
Agriculture. Educational facilities in rural areas were also improved, where more than 
three-quarters of primary schools and half of secondary schools were provided on Peninsular 
Malaysia. 
 
3-4-2 Second Malaysia Plan, 1971-1975 
 
 Despite new agricultural land development and rural industrial programs, Malaysian 
rural areas were still facing unemployment and poverty issues due to the competition with urban 
areas and economic imbalances among the races (Hansen, Higgins and Savoie, 1990) 8. Rural 
incomes were left behind those of urban areas, mainly in traditional rural activities populated by 
Malays. These led to riots on 13 May 1969, which occurred due to 4 issues: rich versus poor, 
non-Muslim versus Muslim, urban-rural occupational structure, and regional gaps (mostly 
Chinese versus Malays issues). The racial disturbance brought a major change in the role and 
policy of the government, where Malays should be allowed to compete with other races through 
economic activities. 
 In the Second Malaysia Plan, which was carried out in 1971 for 1971-1975, the New 
Economic Policy (NEP) was formulated under this plan, managed by the Prime Minister’s 
Department, to eradicate poverty among all races in Malaysia and to restructure Malaysian 
society (Second Malaysia Plan, 1971) 9. Under this policy, the Bumiputera Policy was enacted 
to give priority to the bumiputera people (Malays, Orang Asli on Peninsular Malaysia, and 
indigenous people on North Borneo) in higher education, government scholarship, positions in 
the government sector, and business ownership. Malays, especially rural Malays, received many 
benefits from this policy, which allows them to compete with other races in all sectors, own 
their Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs), and become involved in non-agricultural sectors 
of the economy. 
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 During this period, agriculture was also modernized by the Ministry of Agriculture to 
generate greater employment opportunities and raise income levels in rural areas. Abundant 
land, forestry, and other resources were used for further development the agricultural sector. 
Paddy double cropping, rubber replanting programs, and modern rubber processing facilities 
were introduced to enhance worker productivity and incomes in traditional agriculture.  
 
3-4-3 Third Malaysia Plan, 1976-1980 
 
 The Third Malaysia Plan, which was carried out in 1976 for 1976-1980, was aimed 
to constitute the second phase of the implementation of the New Economic Policy (Third 
Malaysia Plan, 1976) 10.  
 The government paid concentration on major groups in poverty: paddy cultivators, 
rubber smallholders, coconut smallholders, fishermen, estate workers that are mainly Indians, 
residents of Chinese New Village (a new settlement built for Chinese people who mostly own 
shops in the town in the rural area), agricultural labors, and Orang Asli people (aborigine people 
on Peninsular Malaysia) in rural areas. The poor in the urban areas of the Peninsular Malaysia 
and all parts of North Borneo are also included. New land development, in-situ rural 
development, rural urbanization, and industrial dispersal were introduced as the main and 
important strategies.  
 During this plan, rural development was carried out on a larger scale to cover a 
region, where the Regional Development Authorities (RDA) were assigned under the Ministry 
of Rural and Regional Development to bring closer integration and reduce economic imbalances 
among the states in the country. RDA covered several plans for agricultural development 
programs, new settlements, infrastructure development, and research frontier institutions in 
selected states. The institutions: Johor Tenggara Development Authority (KEJORA) in Johor, 
JENGKA (FELDA Villages Group) in Pahang, Terengganu Tengah Development Authority 
(KETENGAH) in Terengganu, and Kedah Regional Development Authority (KEDA) in Kedah 
are established to manage rural development projects in each region.  
 Meanwhile, a new organization called the Department of Orang Asli Affairs was 
created under the Ministry of Rural and Regional Development to manage the Orang Asli 
Scheme, which was carried out in 1977. In this scheme, Orang Asli were regrouped from 
hinterland areas into centralized villages within or close to their traditional territory, where new 
basic facilities such as primary schools, health clinics, housing, and small rubber and oil palm 
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plantations were provided. This scheme helped to raise the living standard of Orang Asli people 
as part of the bumiputera people. 
  
3-4-4 Forth Malaysia Plan, 1981-1985 
 
 The Malay mean income grew compared to other ethnic groups during 1976-1980; 
however, it continued to be below the national average (Forth Malaysia Plan, 1976) 11. During 
the Forth Malaysia Plan (carried out in 1981 for 1981-1985), the government continued to 
restructure Malaysian society and to reduce identification of race with economic functions.  
 A few institutions and private commercial banks were built to start serving as 
channels of credit to potential entrepreneurs among bumiputera people mainly in rural areas. In 
1984, the National Agricultural Plan (NAP) was carried out by the Prime Minister’s Department 
to provide guidance on national strategies on agricultural development until 2000. In-situ 
development of agricultural areas called the Integrated Agricultural Development (IAD) 
projects were conducted to help raise productivity on agricultural lands as well as increase the 
incomes of farmers.  
 Volunteers of Malaysian People (RELA) was formed by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs in Malaysian rural villages to improve the security level by enabling villagers to assist 
security forces facing any elements threatening the security of their village. Former VDC under 
the state government was strengthened into the Village Development and Safety Committee 
(VDSC) to provide a link between the government and villagers on the village development and 
security. VDSCs, which are led by the village headman and administered by the villagers 
themselves, practices effective communication to motivate villagers to be involved in the social 
and economic activities planned by them (Abdullah, 2003) 12. 
 
3-4-5 Fifth Malaysia Plan, 1986-1990 
 
 The Fifth Malaysia Plan was carried out in 1986 for 1986-1990 (Fifth Malaysia Plan, 
1986) 13. During this period, the Red Book 2 was launched by the Ministry of Rural and 
Regional Development to revise the Red Book of 1960s, where the main strategies were to 
integrate rural development programs by using group farming, rural industries, cooperatives, 
rural urbanization, regrouping and restructuring of traditional villages, and commercialization of 
agriculture. In 1986, the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of Rural and Regional 
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Development announced a new approach called the Village Revolution in order to continue 
improving standards of living and increase productivity levels in rural areas. Villages in the 
hinterland and disaster areas were redeveloped and rearranged into new areas (later categorized 
as the planned villages), and damaged houses were repaired.  
 Agricultural products also showed a large transformation when rural people started 
replacing rubber with oil palms due to the high productivity level and demand, while the 
government and private sectors continued new land development projects mainly for oil palm 
cultivation.  
 During this period, tourism became an economic distributor, and eco-tourism was 
introduced as a new tourism type, where a few potential forests were chosen and designated as 
the National Parks by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment. Transportations and 
accommodations in these areas were developed by the government and private sectors. The 
Ministry of Tourism and Culture (later known as the Ministry of Tourism) built several Cultural 
Villages in rural areas as a part of an effort to preserve Malaysian multi-ethnic cultures in a 
museum style. Eco-tourism and cultural tourism slowly increased employment opportunities for 
rural people and began attracting tourists from urban to rural areas. 
 
3-4-6 Sixth Malaysia Plan, 1991-1995 
 
 When the Sixth Malaysia Plan was carried out in 1991 for 1991-1995, Rural Growth 
Centers (RGC) were opened by the Ministry of Rural and Regional Development in selected 
villages to continue strategies on urbanizing rural areas; and modernizing and commercializing 
agriculture (Sixth Malaysia Plan, 1991) 14. These centers involve the clustering of traditional 
villages encompassing a main village or a cluster of villages to function as a single economic 
unit. Necessary facilities and infrastructure such as schools, shops, markets, clinics, prayer halls, 
civic centers, water, and electricity were all supplied.  
 New land development schemes were concentrated and limited to Sabah and 
Sarawak in North Borneo when FELDA and Orang Asli resettlement projects on Peninsular 
Malaysia had ended during the Fifth Malaysia Plan. In 1992, a new National Agriculture Plan 
(NAP 2) was introduced by the Prime Minister’s Department to replace the previous one, aimed 
to create a balance development between the agriculture and manufacture sectors, and a greater 
depth of food industry development, which mainly involved rural areas.  
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 Due to these rural and regional development programs, the average income of a 
farmer increased from RM951 in 1990 to RM1,300 in 1995. However, urban-rural imbalanced 
economic status was still crucial and rural populations decreased from 49% in 1991 into 43% in 
1995. 
 Meanwhile, the tourism sector, the Ministry of Tourism has introduced a new 
tourism product called the Malaysian Homestay Program, which is aimed to increase incomes 
of rural people, to encourage their participation in a new non-agricultural sector (the tourism 
sector), and to provide the rural villages as a new type of tourism product. This program is also 
involved by the Ministry of Rural and Regional Development, the Ministry of Agriculture, the 
Ministry of Education, and the Ministry of Health as an overall policy joined by several 
government organizations at the national level. 
 
3-4-6-1 The Introduction of the Malaysian Homestay Program 
 
3-4-6-1-1 The Introduction of Homestay in Malaysia 
 
 The homestay has been used as a type of accommodation in rural areas since the 
1970s, derived from the concept of a ‘bed and breakfast’ (Hamzah, 1997) 15. It was during the 
early 1970s when a Malay lady, Mak Long Teh, who lived in a traditional Malay Kampungs of 
Kampung Cherating Lama in Pahang started providing breakfast, dinner, and a bedroom in her 
house to long-stay tourists. It was then followed by other Malays, who mostly live in Malay 
Kampungs along the beach by providing their houses as homestays for tourists. 
 In the late 1980s, homestays in the Malay Kampung were used by the Japanese 
youths as accommodations during student exchange programs (Hamzah, 2008) 16. The Ministry 
of Education organized these programs, where the Japanese youths stayed with host families 
and participated in the community activities to learn the Malay Kampungs lifestyle. Hamzah 
described that homestays at the Malay Kampungs as viewed by the Monbusho as a suitable 
place for learning foreign cultures without losing their focus on furusato (native place in 
Japanese Language).  
 Later, homestays in the Malay Kampungs were used as accommodations in 
agro-tourism programs held by the Ministry of Agriculture as a part of the agricultural 
development projects. Regional governments under the Ministry of Rural and Regional 
Development: KEJORA, KEDA, KETENGAH, and FELDA started producing their own 
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homestays for tourists, especially domestic tourists, which are mainly aimed to solve poverty 
issues among rural Malays by earning extra income through tourism activities. Many rural 
Malays were also influenced by the homestay trend and started renting out their Malay houses 
to tourists.  
 Nevertheless, at most of the homestays managed by regional governments and 
individual rural Malays, tourists did not live together with the host families. Moreover, the 
homestays were managed by individuals without involvement of the existing village 
organization and the rural community. 
 
3-4-6-1-2 Background of the Malaysian Homestay Program 
 
 In 1988, the community of five villages in Temerloh, Pahang had established the 
Desa Murni Homestay, were encouraged and supported by the Ministry of Tourism as a model 
for the new Malaysian Homestay Program (Kayat and Nor, 2006) 17. The first tourist group of 
40 people visited the Desa Murni Homestay for 3 days and 2 nights, contributed RM6,000 
(RM150 per host family) to the village community. The income earned from this program was 
not properly recorded by the village community until 2009; however, Kayat and Nor described 
that in 2007, each host family earned RM1,388 a month from this homestay program, which is 
higher than an average monthly income of a farmer in the country (RM700).  
 The Malaysian Homestay Program was then established officially and opened to all 
rural villages in Malaysia in 1995, when the Ministry of Tourism saw the development of 
homestays (by the Ministry of Agriculture, regional developments and individuals) in Malaysia 
and the potential of Malay Kampungs as a tourism resource, mainly at the Desa Murni 
Homestay (based on an interview with Noriman Rojulai, Senior Principal Assistant Director of 
Industry Development Division at the Ministry of Tourism, 8 February 2013). This program 
was opened to Malay Kampungs and all rural villages including Chinese New Villages, Indian 
settlements, and Orang Asli villages on Peninsular Malaysia and traditional villages on North 
Borneo. However, on Peninsular Malaysia, only Malay Kampungs participated in this program 
since Malays are still mainly populating rural areas.  
 This program was also used as one of the pilot projects for the documentation of the 
Rural Tourism Master Plan, which was later documented in 2001 by the Ministry of Tourism to 
provide guidance and technical assistance as to policy direction, infrastructure development, 
marketing, and training for rural tourism development (Rural Tourism Master Plan, 2012) 18. 
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 This program is mainly aimed to increase rural community participation in the 
tourism sector. In the Malaysian Homestay Registration Guidelines (1995), the Ministry of 
Tourism defined this program as ‘a program where tourist stays with a host family, who is 
registered with the Ministry of Tourism, interacts with the family, and experiences the daily 
lifestyle, economic activities, economic activities, and cultural activities in the kampung’ 19. The 
concept of this program is ‘a tourism based on the lifestyle and experience’. The Ministry of 
Tourism targets two main groups as the objectives of this program: rural community and 
tourists. The objectives of this program that are listed in the Malaysian Homestay Registration 
Guidelines are to encourage rural community to participate in the tourism industry, to increase 
their incomes, and to create tourism entrepreneurs among them. This program is also 
established to provide unique experiences for tourists who are interested on the kampung 
lifestyle and culture; and to create a new affordable rural tourism product at the international 
level. This program is different from other types of low cost accommodations such as small 
hotels, bed-and-breakfasts, and rural resorts, where tourists do not live together with the host 
family. 
 In 2000, the chairman of the Desa Murni Homestay Committee established a new 
organization at the national level called the Malaysian Homestay Association to help and 
provide guidance to all homestay programs in other rural villages in Malaysia. Branches of the 
Malaysian Homestay Association were also established at each state to be involved in the host 
family house inspection during the registration process. 
 Japanese youths continued to be the main tourists for Malay Kampungs after the 
Malaysian Homestay Program was established by the Ministry of Tourism in 1995. According 
to Hamzah (2008), Desa Murni Homestay in Pahang, Banghuris Homestay in Selangor, Relau 
Homestay in Kedah, and Pelegong Homestay in Negeri Sembilan are among successful 
homestay programs that are mainly visited by the Japanese youths under the student exchange 
programs (95%, 72%, 58%, and 42%, respectively) 16. Moreover, 80% of Japanese youths have 
repeatedly visited the Desa Murni Homestay, which has the strongest business connections with 
Japan through the student exchange programs. In this program, the Malaysian Homestay 
Association held consultation, travel arrangement, and negotiation between the Ministry of 
Education and the host families. The Malaysian Homestay Association also held the marketing 
and promotion of the homestays in Japan, which has brought more than 50,000 Japanese youths 
from schools in Japan to the student exchange programs. 
 Traditional environments, landscapes, and houses in rural villages become a major 
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attraction for tourists. Therefore, based on the field investigations of the Malaysian Homestay 
Program in Malaysia conducted by the author from July 2012-October 2014, out of 119 
homestay programs on Peninsular Malaysia, 74% of the participating villages are traditional 
villages: 54% farm villages and 20% paddy villages. However, FELDA and planned villages 
also participated in this program by providing unique rural activities (such as rural games and 
sports activities for families and school students) and applying natural resources surrounding the 
villages for attractions. Most of the traditional villages on North Borneo that participate in this 
program are located in coastal, hinterland, and mountain areas; therefore, are visited mostly by 
eco-tourists.  
 
3-4-6-1-3 Related Government Organizations 
 
 The Ministry of Tourism, mainly the Industrial Development Division, provides 
directions, policies, and guidelines for registration of homestay programs, training, and funds 
for infrastructure (access roads, multipurpose halls, public toilets, soft and hard landscapes. and 
signage). A Homestay Activity Center is built by the Ministry of Tourism to hold the homestay 
program activities, which also become a new communal facility for villager daily community 
activities at some participating villages. Among the trainings provided for free to the 
participating villagers are Homestay Go Green, Parks and Garden, Homestay Enhancement, Act 
Tourism, Tourism English, and Eco Host Training. It also does marketing and promotes 
homestay programs through its official portal: www.go2homestay.com, a mobile application for 
smartphones, social networks, brochures, and exhibitions at local and international events. 
However, the Ministry of Tourism does not provide financial support for individual host family 
house improvements, renovations, or extensions to encourage the host family to actively 
participate in the homestay program to earn independent incomes.  
 In addition to the Ministry of Tourism, several government and private organizations 
at the national, state, and district levels also participate in this program with each role. An 
institution established under the Ministry of Rural and Regional Development named the Rural 
Development Institute (INFRA) provides Homestay Basic Training for the host families before 
registration and prioritizes participating villages in rural development projects by improving 
existing and providing new infrastructure and facilities. INFRA also encourages villagers to 
participate in SMEs, since visiting SMEs is one of the activities in the homestay programs. The 
Ministry of Agriculture also prioritizes participating villages in agricultural development 
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projects through financial and technical assistance to improve the tourism sector as a 
value-added activity for agriculture. Meanwhile, Ministry of Education is involved in the 
Malaysian Homestay Program through promotion activities at domestic and foreign educational 
institutions. Ministry of Health participates in the inspection at host family house during 
registration process.  
 Private organizations such as domestic and foreign travel agencies, Malaysian 
Airlines, and national parks participate and cooperate during tourist reception and promotion of 
homestay programs. Domestic travel agencies also give advices and guidance to host families 
according to homestay program prices, food preparation, transportation, and other related to 
issues as regards visiting packages.  
 
3-4-6-1-4 Malaysian Homestay Registration Guidelines 
 
 The Malaysian Homestay Program provides new and additional economic activities 
of the rural villagers. In this program, villagers may participate as a homestay committee 
member, a host family, a cultural performer, a farm guide, a driver, or a cook.  
 For each participating village and host family, the Ministry of Tourism provides the 
Malaysian Homestay Registration Guidelines, which consists of guidelines and guidance to 
register a homestay program and host family, and food preparation guidance at each host family 
house 18. According to these guidelines, participation in this program is opened to all types of 
villages and families who live in permanent residences in the rural areas of Malaysia. Table 3.3 
shows guidelines for participating villages, villagers, host families, and host family houses to be 
evaluated before establishing a homestay program.  
 A homestay program may have more than one village to have more than 10 host 
families. Before being registered officially with the Ministry of Tourism, each host family has 
to attend the Homestay Basic Training organized by Institute for Rural Advancement (INFRA) 
and have their houses inspected for cleanliness and safety requirements. Moreover, continuous 
inspection every 3 years at each house is held by the Ministry of Tourism at each house to 
ensure the existence of participating villages, the condition of host family houses, or any 
changes in the number of host families.  
 A host family house, which is registered with the Ministry of Tourism, is 
differentiated from homestays under other government organizations or individual homestays 
with an official logo provided by the Ministry of Tourism (Figure 3.1). Figure 3.2 shows the 
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registration process of each homestay program and host family. During the host family house 
inspection, in addition to the Ministry of Tourism, the Ministry of Health, Homestay 
Association in each state and the existing VDSC in the village also participate. The host family 
house, which has failed the house inspection (mostly due to hygiene issues) is re-inspected after 
improvement has been made. 
 The Malaysian Homestay Registration Guidelines show that there are regulations 
carried out for participating villagers, especially host families, on number of rooms for tourist, 
and house condition, hygiene, and basic facilities to ensure the good quality of accommodation. 
Practicing rural economic, community activities, traditional sports, and cultural activities are 
also listed as the terms for participating village(s) and encouraged more traditional settlements 
than planned settlements to participate in this program. However, there is no regulation enacted 
on house extension or alteration at the host family houses that caused many of them extended or 
altered their houses to provide more space for tourist room. Control and regulation by the 
government is important to avoid more transformation done, especially to traditional houses that 
can also affect the traditional environment of Malay Kampungs. 
 
Table 3.3. Malaysian Homestay Registration Guidelines 18 
Village  Consists of more than 10 host families participated 
Accessible from the main roads 
Clean and safe 
Villagers  Villager interest towards tourism 
Practices rural economic and community activities 
Practices traditional sports and cultural activities 
Host Family Interest and knowledge on tourism 
Practices rural lifestyle 
Attended Homestay Basic Training by INFRA 
Host Family House Inspected by the Ministry of Tourism 
Accessible from the roads 
Provides less than 3 rooms for tourists 
Contains living room, dining space, shower, and toilet 
Clean and safe 
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Figure 3.1. Official Logo of the Malaysian Homestay Program at the Host Family House 20 
 
 
Figure 3.2. Registration Process of Homestay Program and Host Family 18 
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3-4-6-1-5 Homestay Committee and Homestay Program Activities 
 
 In the Malaysian Homestay Program, participating villagers form a new homestay 
committee who will create the homestay program activities independently. The homestay 
committee is usually led by the most well-known leader in the village, often the village 
headman, a political leader, or a bureau leader from the VDSC. This committee is sometimes 
administered by the VDSC as one of the bureaus, or cooperates and works together with the 
VDSC. The homestay committee plays a similar role to the VDSC, i.e. acts as a mediator 
between the Ministry of Tourism and villagers participating in the Malaysian Homestay 
Program.  
 Table 3.4 shows homestay program activities suggested by the Ministry of Tourism 
based on daily lifestyle, cultural, community, and economic activities, leisure and landscape at 
the participating villages (Official Portal of the Ministry of Tourism, 1995) 21. The main concept 
of this program is ‘a tourism based on the lifestyle and experience’, which differs from other 
rural tourism in Malaysia (eco-tourism, marine tourism, and agro tourism) and other homestay 
programs. In the participating Malay Kampungs, the customs of gotong-royong and kenduri are 
practiced by the villagers during the preparation for the homestay program activities and tourists 
may participate in the village community activities both religious festivals and social activities. 
 
Table 3.4. Homestay Program Activities suggested by the Ministry of Tourism 21 
Daily Lifestyle Learning village history 
Eating local cuisine 
Cultural Activities Watching and experiencing traditional dances, music and games 
Community 
Activities 
Attending community activities: wedding ceremonies, religious 
festivals, and other gatherings (kenduri) 
Economic Activities Fishing  
Watching and experiencing agricultural activities: paddy harvesting, 
rubber tapping, and oil palm plucking 
Visiting SMEs factories 
Visiting paddy field and farms 
Leisure  Sightseeing or visiting nearby tourist attraction 
Jungle trekking and water rafting 
Landscape  Plan-a-Tree (PAT) Program 
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 These homestay program activities differ at each participating state, district, and 
village in accordance with the type of village and from the more than 50 ethnicities among the 
Malays on Peninsular Malaysia (influenced by the migration of Javanese, Minangkabau, and 
Bugis people from Indonesia and Thailand) and aboriginal peoples on North Borneo. This 
multi-ethnic identity influences village lifestyle, cultures, traditions, cuisines, and architectural 
styles of the Malay houses and have all contributed to personal characteristics of each homestay 
program. 
 In 2010, the Ministry of Tourism established an environmental conservation program, 
which is called as the Plan-a-Tree (PAT) Program at each homestay program, where each tourist 
is encouraged to purchase RM5 to RM10 per seed from the homestay committee and to plant a 
tree (usually fruit trees) at provided space located at the Homestay Activity Center or at the 
visited host family house. This program is aimed to contribute to environmental conservation, 
landscape beautification, and encouragement for tourists to revisit the village to watch the 
progress of their trees. By December 2012, the Ministry of Tourism has provided RM20,000 on 
maintenance fees for the trees to each homestay program, where 13,400 trees have been planted 
at almost all homestay programs in Malaysia. The sales of the seeds are used by the homestay 
committee for improvements and upgrades of homestay facilities.  
 
3-4-6-1-6 Statistics, Achievement, and Future Planning 
 
1) Statistics 
 
 As documented in the Statistics of Malaysian Homestay Program by July 2014 
(2014), there are 172 homestay programs established in Malaysia, with 308 villages and 3,519 
host families participating, and providing 4,867 rooms for tourists (Table 3.5) 20. Sarawak, 
which is the biggest state in Malaysia, shows the greatest number of homestay programs 
established and the largest number of host families who participated. Homestay programs in 
Sarawak and Sabah that are located on North Borneo focus on eco-tourism and attract more 
long-stay foreign tourists, since the traditional villages are located mostly in coastal, hinterland, 
and mountain areas.  
 The main tourists of the Malaysian Homestay Program are domestic tourists, where 
60% are domestic tourists and 40% are foreign tourists. Most of the foreign tourists recorded by 
the Ministry of Tourism are from Singapore, Japan, and European countries (Table 3.6). Access 
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from Singapore to Malaysia through the Johor-Singapore Causeway as well as similar language 
and culture attract tourists from Singapore to visit the Malaysian Homestay Programs mostly in 
Johor and Malacca. Meanwhile, most of the Japanese tourists that visited mostly homestay 
programs in Selangor are the Japanese youths in school exchange programs. European tourists 
are mostly long-stay tourists who visited homestay programs on North Borneo. 
 According to the Homestay Program Report 2013, the numbers of homestay 
programs, participating host families, visiting tourists, and incomes earned by homestay 
committees and host families from this program have increased slightly since its establishment; 
however, most of the records were only properly recorded by all homestay programs starting in 
2007 (Figure 3.3, Figure 3.4, Figure 3.5, and Figure 3.6) 22.  
 
Table 3.5. Current Statistics of the Malaysian Homestay Programs According to States 20 
States  Numbers of 
Homestay 
Programs 
Numbers of 
Participating 
Villages 
Numbers of 
Host Families 
Numbers of 
Rooms 
Perlis  3 3 56 64 
Kedah  15 20 334 431 
Penang  9 26 209 232 
Perak  10 39 292 396 
Selangor  15 34 443 709 
Malacca  7 7 115 173 
Negeri Sembilan 12 32 275 409 
Johor  18 38 384 504 
Kelantan  8 9 152 182 
Terengganu  8 8 153 155 
Pahang  16 21 323 450 
Sarawak  31 35 462 611 
Sabah  17 33 242 454 
Labuan  3 3 79 97 
Total  172 308 3,519 4,867 
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Table 3.6. Number of Foreign Tourists According to Countries (2012) 22 
Countries  Number of Tourists Percentages  
Singapore  39,466 59.9% 
Japan  12,848 19.5% 
Europe  5,333 8.1% 
Australia  1,814 2.8% 
Indonesia  1,277 1.9% 
China  822 1.3% 
USA 626 1.2% 
Brunei  617 0.9% 
Thailand  457 0.7% 
Others  2,575 3.9% 
 
 
Figure 3.3. Number of Malaysian Homestay Programs (2007-2013) 22 
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Figure 3.4. Number of Host Families (2007-2013) 22 
 
 
Figure 3.5. Number of Visiting Tourists at the Malaysian Homestay Programs (2007-2013) 22 
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Figure 3.6. Incomes Earned from the Malaysian Homestay Programs (2007-2013) 22 
 
2) Achievements  
 
 During 2012, the Ministry of Tourism received the ‘Ulysses Award: Best Innovation 
and Public Policy Governance’ from the United World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) for its 
achievement with community participation, marketing through its website, and environmental 
preservation from the homestay program (Rojulai, 2013). UNWTO recognized the Malaysian 
Homestay Program as a program that benefited tourist and has become a vital source of income 
for rural communities.  
 In the same year, the Ministry of Tourism was also selected as a leader of the 
ASEAN Homestay Standard, which brought the Malaysian Homestay Program to an 
international level as a model for homestays in all ASEAN countries.  
 The Malaysian Homestay Program is also linked to the Malaysian Railway to form a 
new Malaysian Homestay Railway Tourism that provides railway transportation to each 
homestay program in 2012. The Malaysian Homestay Railway Tourism is an innovative 
initiative undertaken by the Ministry of Tourism with a close collaboration with the Malayan 
Railway Limited (Malaysian Homestay Railway Tourism Program and Report, 2012) 23. It is 
established to promote the authentic experience of culture, tradition, and lifestyle of the Malay 
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Kampungs through a fascinating rail journey. The routes are divided into two: the west coast 
(from Singapore to Perlis) and the east coast (from Singapore to Kelantan). Four coaches are 
designated for this program, two for the west coast, and two for the coast. The train ride is 
provided with bunk beds and dinner, lunch, or breakfast and entertainment coach for groups of 
more than 40 people until its reaches the homestay program destination. A total of 21 homestay 
programs on Peninsular Malaysia as selected for the hosts for this program, based on high 
quality services (evaluated by the Ministry of Tourism) and the distance to a train station. 
Banghuris Homestay in Selangor is included in the homestay programs selected from the west 
coast. 
 This program has been followed by the Kampungstay Program, which introduced a 
new accommodation type: a new traditional Malay house, in rural areas without a host family 
that focuses on long-stay tourists. The Kampungstay Program was also established in 2012 as 
an initiative under the Rural Tourism Master Plan to encourage rural community participation in 
the tourism sector and as a continuation of the Malaysian Homestay Program (Kampungstay 
Registration Guidelines, 2012) 24. The Ministry of Tourism defines a Kampungstay Program as 
‘an experience where tourist is provided an accommodation in the rural villages without the host 
family’; however, it still offers the opportunity to interact and participate in villager daily 
lifestyle, and community, economic, and cultural activities. An existing or a new built 
traditional Malay house is provided with basic facilities and usually located among other Malay 
houses in the village.  
 The Kampungstay Program is aimed to give an option to tourist to choose their 
preferable type of accommodation, to provide additional accommodation due to the lack of host 
family houses in the homestay program, and to contribute extra income to existing homestay 
programs. According to the Kampungstay Registration Guidelines, Malay houses used in this 
program are regulated as host family houses are in the Malaysian Homestay Program, where 
this program is only available for villages that participate in the homestay program.  
 
3) Future Planning 
 
 For the future of the Malaysian Homestay Tourism, the Ministry of Tourism is 
planning to classify and rate all homestay programs in Malaysia according to worldwide market 
and tourist interest (Rojulai, 2013). This will be done to provide more choices for tourists: 
homestay programs by focusing on agricultural, cultural, and nature activities as well as to 
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encourage healthy competition among homestay programs. Homestay programs will be 
evaluated based on service, quality, management, promotion, and activities offered. Selected 
homestay programs will also be promoted at an international level according to the ASEAN 
Homestay Standard. 
 The Ministry of Tourism is also creating a new strategy called the National Blue 
Ocean Strategy (NBOS) to increase youth volunteers in the tourism industry, including the 
Malaysian Homestay Program, by encouraging their involvement in tourism activities. In 
addition to youths, involvement of non-bumiputera is also encouraged as host families, 
especially for Chinese at the Chinese New Village and Indians at their settlements in rural areas. 
Homestay programs will also be located in GPS and Google Maps to be easily reached by 
tourists. The Ministry of Tourism will also enhance this program by involving other government 
organizations such as the Ministry of Information, Communication and Culture, the Ministry of 
International Trade and Industry, the Ministry of Housing and Local Government, the Ministry 
of Energy, Green Technology and Water, and the Prime Minister’s Department through 
collaboration programs. 
  
3-4-6-1-7 10 Highest Homestay Clusters 
 
 In 2012, the Ministry of Tourism carried out the ‘Top 10 List of Highest Homestay 
Clusters’ to announce ten homestay programs that received highest number of tourists and 
income earned from this program between January and December 2012 (Table 3.7) 22. These 
homestay programs are recognized by the Ministry of Tourism as the most successful homestay 
programs in Malaysia, and referred to as models for other homestay programs, mainly for the 
unsuccessful homestay programs. This list is also carried out to encourage other villages to 
participate in this program to form new homestay programs. 
 Figure 3.7 shows eight homestay programs that are located on western Peninsular 
Malaysia, mostly in coastal areas, and two located at Sabah on North Borneo. Meanwhile, two 
of three case studies of this research: the Banghuris Homestay and the Sungai Sireh Homestay 
in Selangor are listed as the fourth and seventh places on the list.  
 Table 3.8 shows the year of establishment, number of village(s), type of the 
village(s), and number of host families who participated at each homestay programs. In some 
homestay programs, more than one village worked together to establish one homestay program 
to increase the number of host families and to provide more rooms for tourists. There are also 
 69 
cases where surrounding villages participated in the homestay program after a few years of its 
establishment and increased the number of villages that have participated. In these ten homestay 
programs, out of 22 villages participated, 20 villages consist of the traditional villages: 12 farm 
villages and 4 paddy villages on Peninsular Malaysia, and 4 traditional villages of aboriginal 
people on North Borneo. Villagers at the traditional villages are encouraged more to participate 
in this program for the benefits of existing of traditional landscapes and houses in their villages. 
 Research was conducted by the author to clarify the implementation of the Malaysian 
Homestay Program at these ten homestay programs, focusing on the management style and 
participation of existing state, district, and village organizations in the management and 
program activities (Ramele and Yamazaki, 2014) 25. Table 3.9 shows the various styles of 
management at these ten homestay programs that also contributes to the successful factors of 
earning highest incomes and numbers of tourists visited.  
 
Table 3.7. Statistics of 10 Highest Homestay Clusters 2012 22 
Rank  Homestay Programs State  Number of Tourists Income 
Domestic Foreign Total 
1 Taman Sedia Pahang 77,128 1,272 78,400 RM 4,312,000 
2 Miso Walai Sabah 346 2,051 2,397 RM 891,017 
3 Parit Penghulu Malacca 6,414 8,917 15,331 RM 994,700 
4 Banghuris Selangor 3,185 4,139 7,324 RM 543,849 
5 Seri Tanjung Malacca 270 150 420 RM 457,110 
6 Walai Tokou Sabah 15,704 731 16,435 RM 925,021 
7 Sungai Sireh Selangor 6,388 511 6,899 RM 400,114 
8 Pulau Pisang Kedah 1,576 1,497 3,073 RM 336,495 
9 Parit Bugis Johor 6,304 0 6,304 RM 360,869 
10 Ulu Legong Kedah 6,106 5,847 11,953 RM 346,628 
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Figure 3.7. Locations of 10 Highest Homestay Clusters 2012 22 
 
Table 3.8. The Outline of the Top 10 List of Highest Homestay Clusters 2012 
Homestay Programs Year 
Established 
Number of 
Village(s) 
Participated 
Type of Village(s) 
Participated 
Number 
of Host 
Families 
Taman Sedia  2007 1 Planned 11 
Miso Walai 2000 2 Traditional 19 
Parit Penghulu 2005 1 Paddy 17 
Banghuris 1995 3 Farm 80 
Seri Tanjung 1997 1 Paddy 28 
Walai Tokou 2000 2 Traditional 26 
Sungai Sireh 1995 5 Paddy 40 
Pulau Pisang 2000 1 Paddy 16 
Parit Bugis 2004 9 Farm 27 
Ulu Legong 1998 1 Planned 35 
Source: Author, based on the Homestay Program Report (2013) 22 and interviews with the 
Chairman of each Homestay Committee (2014) 
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Table 3.9. Management Style at the Top 10 List of Highest Homestay Clusters 2012 
Homestay Programs Organizer  Existing Region / District / Village 
Organization Participated 
Taman Sedia Homestay Committee Woman Bureau, Youth Bureau 
Miso Walai Cooperative Sabah Forestry Department, 
MESCOT, VDSC 
Parit Penghulu Homestay Committee Woman Bureau, Youth Bureau 
Banghuris Homestay Committee Woman Bureau, Youth Bureau 
Seri Tanjung Homestay Committee Woman Bureau, Youth Bureau 
Walai Tokou Cooperative District Council, VDSC 
Sungai Sireh Cooperative District Council, UMNO, District 
Agricultural Department, VDSC 
Pulau Pisang MUDA VDSC 
Parit Bugis Cooperative UMNO, VDSC 
Ulu Legong KEDA VDSC 
Source: Author, based on interviews with the Chairman of each Homestay Committee, 2014 
 
 At the homestay programs that are organized by the homestay committee themselves, 
only the Woman Bureau and the Youth Bureau from the VDSC participated in the program 
activities. The Woman Bureau prepares meals for the tourists during communal feast and the 
Youth Bureau performs during the cultural show. Members of these two bureaus who 
participate receive additional income from the homestay committee according to their 
participation. The Taman Sedia Homestay in Pahang earned the highest incomes among all 
homestay programs that were organized by the homestay committee due to the creativity of the 
homestay committee members to create different kind of program activities that mainly focused 
on family activities.  
 In some other homestay programs, cooperative bodies owned by the homestay 
committees hold the management. In these cases, government organizations at the state and 
district levels also participate in the management (as advisors and financial supporters) and 
sometimes in the program activities. At the Miso Walai Homestay in Sabah, the villagers 
themselves established a cooperative body called the Eco-tourism Cooperative (KOPEL) to 
organize the homestay program with supports from the State Forestry Department and an 
initiative organization called the Sustainable Tourism and Conservation Initiatives (MESCOT). 
Unlike other homestay programs in Malaysia, the Miso Walai Homestay was created under the 
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nature and wildlife preservation activities held by MESCOT and visited mostly by volunteer 
workers and long-stay foreign tourists who are involved in these activities.  
 Meanwhile, at the Walai Tokou Homestay, the Sungai Sireh Homestay, and the Parit 
Bugis Homestay, the program activities also involved by the government organizations at the 
district level, including the district council, the district political body called UMNO (United 
Malays National Organization), and the district agricultural department. Being organized by a 
cooperative allows these homestay programs to gain easier access to financial support to 
develop their communal facilities for communal activities in this program as well as 
promotional supports at national and international levels.  
 There are also homestay programs that are organized by authorities that are created 
by the government. The Pulau Pisang Homestay is organized by the Muda Agricultural 
Development Authority (MADA), which is directed under the Ministry of Agriculture. 
Meanwhile, the Ulu Legong Homestay is organized by the Kedah Regional Development 
Authority (KEDA), which is a regional government organization owned by the Ministry of 
Rural and Regional Development. Villagers held the program activities with financial supports 
and guides from these authorities, and receive other support from the Ministry of Tourism like 
other homestay programs. At these homestay programs, participation in the Malaysian 
Homestay Program is a part of the agricultural and rural development projects handled by these 
authorities at the participating villages. 
 
3-4-7 Seventh Malaysia Plan, 1996-2000 
 
 The Seventh Malaysia Plan was conducted in 1996 for 1996-2000 (Seventh Malaysia 
Plan, 1996) 26. During this plan, rural people were encouraged and supported to be involved in 
non-agricultural sectors to raise their economic status. Private organizations were encouraged to 
have projects at the Agricultural Technology Parks, which were built by the Ministry of 
Agriculture in a few states to modernize to agricultural sector with the latest technology.  
 The government continued encouraging rural people to participate in the tourism 
sector by recognizing several villages that have potential to be the host for the Malaysian 
Homestay Program. Private agencies started participating in the marketing, training, and 
promotion on the rural tourism sector. Rural villagers were also exposed to cultural 
development programs and handcraft trainings to develop their skills in non-agricultural sectors. 
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3-4-8 Eight Malaysia Plan, 2001-2005 
 
 The Eight Malaysia Plan was documented in 2001 for 2001-2005. In contrast to the 
style of ‘project-oriented’ in the previous rural development policies, the government started 
focusing on ‘policy-making’ and planning guidelines (Eight Malaysia Plan, 2001) 27. The 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government (later known as the Ministry of Urban Wellbeing, 
Housing and Local Government) started carrying out research and documenting village profiles 
and conditions to produce the Rural Planning Policy and the Planning Guidelines for Villages in 
the Rural Area in 2001, the Research on Village Status in 2004, the Physical Profile for Villages 
on Peninsular Malaysia during 2004 to 2005, and a report on the Development of Villages in the 
Urban Area in 2005. For the first time, basic information on villages located in the rural area on 
Peninsular Malaysia was surveyed and recorded for the use of rural development in the future. 
 The Eight Malaysia Plan also guides further rural development strategies aiming to 
enhance the objective of the National Vision Policy, established under the Prime Minister’s 
Department: to be a developed country by the year of 2020, which is known as the Vision 2020. 
The Prime Minister’s Department also carried out the Third National Agricultural Policy 
(NAP3) to provide greater opportunities and better prospects for new agricultural activities and 
related services such as market intelligence, distribution, marketing, packaging, and exports. 
 In 2002, the rural poverty decreased to 11.4% from 12.4% in 1999; however, poverty 
among bumiputera people remained the highest, mainly among the agricultural, hunting and 
forestry workers in rural areas. Research and documentation on rural villages helped the 
government to identify areas with high concentration of poor households to be used as target 
groups for the next development strategies. A few additional community colleges and training 
opportunities were provided for schools dropouts and workers, especially for those in the rural 
and estate sectors. 
 The Ministry of Rural and Regional Development developed SMEs in rural 
industries by establishing the ‘One District One Industry’ project. The government also 
intensified efforts to provide ICT facilities and internet access to rural areas, where 16 ‘Internet 
Desa’ (Rural Internet Center) and 15 ‘Info Desa’ (Rural Information Center) were established in 
every state. These projects enhanced connectivity, people development, and participation to 
help bridge the digital divide among rural communities. 
 During the period of this plan, eco-tourism, agro-tourism, and homestay programs 
were developed with increasing participation of rural people, especially farmers and fishermen. 
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Existing accommodations and attractions were upgraded and new ones were developed. The 
implementation of ‘One District One Industry’ program also helped to increase participation of 
local communities, develop handicraft industry, and strengthen linkages with the rural tourism 
sector. The Rural Tourism Master Plan was carried by the Ministry of Tourism out in 2001 as 
the first documentation on rural tourism sector. By 2003, in addition to the 50 villages that 
participated in the Malaysian Homestay Program, 206 eco-tourism, and agro-tourism sites were 
developed throughout the country. 
 
3-4-8-1 Rural Tourism Master Plan 
 
 The Rural Tourism Master Plan was documented in 2001 by the Ministry of Tourism 
to provide guidance and technical assistance as to policy direction, infrastructure development, 
marketing, and training for rural tourism development 19. This Master Plan was prepared for the 
government of Malaysia on behalf of the United Nations Development Program and the World 
Tourism Organization. The documentation is carried out based on the field investigation done 
by a team of the World Tourism Organization international consultants who have expertise in 
tourism, national experts, and staff members of the Ministry of Tourism. The master plan 
consists of situation analysis, strategic policy recommendations, development of key sectors, 
development proposal by state, and implementation on accommodations, visitor attractions, 
activities, services and infrastructure, environment, promotional activities, employment, 
experience, and skills of operators in Malaysian rural tourism.  
 In this master plan, rural tourism is defined as ‘a tourism that provides opportunities 
to visitors to visit rural villages and rural attractions and to experience the culture and heritage 
of Malaysia as well as provides socio-economic benefits to the local communities’. Day-visits 
are also included in the definition. Rural tourism encompasses 3 parts: the central support area, 
rural and hinterland, focusing on the tourism within the core rural area: in the rural space 
between urban areas and hinterland; however, may include villages located outside the rural 
area, where the traditional lifestyle remains preserved. Rural tourism in Malaysia includes 
eco-tourism, marine tourism, agro tourism, and the Malaysian Homestay Program. Figure 3.8 
shows the relationship among the Malaysian Homestay Program and other types of rural 
tourism.  
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Figure 3.8. The Relation of the Malaysian Homestay Program and other Rural Tourism 
Source: Author, based on the Rural Tourism Master Plan 19 
 
 Eco tourism (camping, jungle trekking, and river rafting) and marine tourism (diving 
and snorkeling) activities are held at the hinterland area, while agro tourism (farming 
experience) activities are held at the rural area. Meanwhile, the Malaysian Homestay Program is 
held at the villages located in rural areas; however, agro tourism and eco-tourism activities that 
are held outside the villages are often included in the homestay program activities. The 
Malaysian Homestay Program can be considered new rural tourism, which takes place mainly at 
the rural villages and includes all types of previous rural tourism activities. Therefore, this 
program attracts varied types of rural tourism tourists.  
 According to this master plan, Malaysia has a potential for rural tourism 
development according to its strengths: lush, tropical landscape and nature, attractive rural 
sceneries, friendly and welcoming rural people, range of exotic tropical fruits, variety of ethnic 
cuisines, traditional industries and crafts, reasonable amount of English spoken, competitive 
price, reasonably good infrastructure, warm sunny weather, and safe destination within South 
East Asia. However, the master plan also indicated the weaknesses of rural tourism in Malaysia, 
such as limited good quality of accommodation, lack of high-profile attractions, lack of variety 
in package of attractions, poor safety standards at activity centers, poorly maintained facilities, 
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narrow accommodation base, low standard of hygiene, shortage of information, and inadequate 
maps and signage.  
 In the preparation of this master plan, a pilot model area is selected in each state of 
Malaysia, and a comprehensive blueprint is prepared to define how the areas could be 
developed as a model rural tourism destination. For the pilot models of the Malaysian Homestay 
Program, low accommodation standards, improper facilities, lack of attractions, language 
difficulties, and little investment in professional marketing are among the reasons to fail on 
attracting a significant number of tourists. The research team suggested a standalone 
accommodation (such as the Kampungstay), improved marketing, and developing day-visits as 
the solution to these constraints. The host family houses were also recommended for upgraded 
with maximum extent possible with traditional features of traditional Malay houses, consistent 
with normal comfort, hygiene, and safety standards. 
 This master plan is the first document established to carry out survey on Malaysian 
rural tourism and to recognize rural tourism activities, including the Malaysian Homestay 
Program as official tourism products. It also provide guidance to the Ministry of Tourism for 
future development planning on the Malaysian Homestay Program based on the problems 
surveyed at the pilot model area. Based on this master plan, the Ministry of Tourism has 
enhanced the regulations on the host family houses standards by carrying out more frequent 
inspections. The new Kampungstay program is also created based on this master plan to provide 
a standalone accommodation, especially for long-stay tourist. 
 
3-4-9 Ninth Malaysia Plan, 2006-2010 
 
 During the Ninth Malaysia Plan, which was carried out in 2006 for 2006-2010, a new 
development plan of selected less-developed villages on Peninsular Malaysia was carried out to 
increase their level of physical, economic, and social standards (Ninth Malaysia Plan, 2006) 28. 
A ‘Model Village’ project was established by the Ministry of Urban Wellbeing, Housing and 
Local Government, where well-developed villages were recognized to clarify them as 
development models to other less-developed villages. A research on increasing rural quality life 
was assigned to create a balance development between urban and rural areas. The 
community-based development was encouraged and VDSC was ordered to lead their villages in 
the development, economic, education, health, religious, and safety. The Rural Quality Life 
Guidelines Report was established to document the results of this project. 
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 In 2009, the Village Action Plan was documented by the Institute for Rural 
Advancement (INFRA), an institution established under the Ministry of Rural and Regional 
Development, to carry out development issues and suggestions in rural villages. This plan and 
previous research and documentation have provided guidance for the Ministry of Urban 
Wellbeing, Housing and Local Government to document the first proper and systematic 
documentation of rural villages: the Master Plan for Traditional and Planned Settlements in 
Local Government Areas of Peninsular Malaysia, which was later carried out in 2010. 
 It is also under the Ninth Malaysia Plan, a total of RM40 million was allocated to the 
Ministry of Tourism for infrastructure and facilities upgrading works at participating villages in 
the Malaysian Homestay Program. More villages were encouraged to participate in this program 
due to increasing numbers of tourists and income earned from this program. Additional boost 
was also given with allocation of RM10 million under the Second Stimulus Package. The 
Ministry of Rural and Regional Development also spent RM6.7 million in 2008 for developing 
infrastructure related to rural tourism sectors. 
 
3-4-9-1 Village Action Plan 
 
 The Village Action Plan was documented in 2009 by INFRA as an approach to 
involve active participation of rural community in planning and implementing rural 
development projects (Ngah, Preston and Asman, 2010) 29. In the documentation of this plan, a 
program called the Visionary Village and Movement was established and participated by VDSC 
members, entrepreneurs, farmers, women, youths and NGOs from selected 17 villages on 
Peninsular Malaysia to carry out issues occurring in the their villages and solutions for the 
issues. The program was held in five steps based on these following parts: 
1. Current condition of each village 
2. Issues occurring and development potential at each village 
3. Development mission and vision 
4. Development proposal for each village 
5. Program implementation 
 Based on this program, several rural issues have been identified such as improper 
maintenance on roads and infrastructure (holes and drainage), lack of recreational facilities 
(sports and playing field), no land for future development, lack of social facilities (post office, 
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clinic, library and community hall), lack of roads accessibility, and lack of employment 
opportunities, especially among youths (Figure 3.9).  
 Participating villagers have carried out several development proposals for the 
solutions of these issues based on observation at other developing villages and guidance by 
INFRA (Figure 3.10). Participation in the rural tourism (homestay program and agro-tourism) 
shows the highest number of suggestion, followed by development of SMEs, development of 
aquaculture (fishing), community voluntary works for social activities, development of social 
facilities, village beautification and landscaping, and new agricultural activities (gardening, 
orchards, and herbs). The Malaysian Homestay Program was also recorded as the most 
successful rural tourism activity, where during 2009, 227 villages were participated. 
 This program is the first program at the national level that allows rural communities 
participate in the rural planning by carrying out issues in their villages and solutions for the 
issues. It also contributes to the documentation of the first plan that consists of current rural 
issues on Peninsular Malaysia. Nevertheless, this program should contain more survey on more 
villages in rural areas on both Peninsular Malaysia and North Borneo to create a comprehensive 
survey on the whole rural areas of Malaysia. 
 
 
Figure 3.9. Villages’ Issues in the Village Action Plan 2009 29 
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Figure 3.10. Development Proposals in the Village Action Plan 200929 
 
3-4-9-2 Master Plan for Traditional and Planned Settlements in Local Government Areas of 
Peninsular Malaysia 
 
 The ‘Master Plan for Traditional and Planned Settlements in Local Government 
Areas of Peninsular Malaysia’ was documented by the Ministry of Urban Wellbeing, Housing 
and Local Government in 2010, which contains the latest and the most comprehensive 
information and profiles of villages (mainly on Malay Kampungs) in rural areas of Peninsular 
Malaysia 30. It is also prepared as a basic document, which contains villages’ classification and 
condition, for a proper rural planning policy and strategy in the future. In this plan, 9,755 
villages are surveyed among 14,003 villages in Peninsular Malaysia. Villages in rural areas of 
Sabah and Sarawak are not included in this plan as these states are governed by different local 
authorities, as well as Chinese New Villages on Peninsula Malaysia, which own their specific 
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without basic facilities (water supply, electricity, telecommunication, and paved roads), land use 
and premise conflict, poor hygiene and environment, poor landscape, abandoned traditional 
Malay houses, abandoned land, lack of non-agricultural skills, lack of opportunity for woman 
entrepreneurship, improper documentation, and conflict among federal, state and district 
governments towards Malay Kampungs development. 
 
3-4-10 Tenth Malaysia Plan, 2011-2015 
 
 In the Tenth Malaysia Plan, which was documented in 2011 for 2011-2015, the ‘One 
Malaysia’ concept was introduced by the Prime Minister’s Department to strengthen the 
relationship and cooperation among races in all development sectors (Tenth Malaysia Plan, 
2011) 31. One Malaysia Clinics, One Malaysia Shops, and One Malaysia Internet Centers are 
built in rural areas to provide services at affordable price for the rural people including Chinese 
and Indians. During this plan, rural development strategies are also focusing on elevating the 
quality of life of rural households by linking them to employers in nearby clusters and cities, 
providing support for self-employment, micro-business, and SMEs.  
 The Ministry of Rural and Regional Development gives support to SMEs owners 
with lower regulatory requirements, additional programs to enhance capacity, a better support 
system, and an improved access to financing. Institutions such as the Community Development 
Department (KEMAS) and skills development centers are created to provide skills training in 
carpentry, tailoring, baking, hospitality, handicraft, motor, mechanic, and food processing.   
 
3-5 Summary 
 
 The evolution of Malaysian rural and regional development policies can be traced 
back based on the Malaysian 5 Year Plans, and can be clearly seen from 3 periods: 
pre-independence, after the impendence of Malaya, and after the establishment of Malaysia. 
During the pre-independence period, which is before Malaya (former Malaysia) gained its 
independence from the British, the government was focusing on developing social welfare, 
agriculture, and fisheries facilities in the rural. However, agricultural development during this 
period focused on larger cultivations, neglecting small farmers, mainly Malays who populate 
the rural areas. 
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 After Malaya gained its independence in 1957, the government started focusing on 
developing rural sectors (mainly agriculture) to enhance rural Malays income and solving 
poverty among Malays. The most important rural development project during these years were 
the Federal Land Development Authority (FELDA) scheme, which provided new agricultural 
and settlement land for poor Malays. During 1963, North Borneo joined Peninsular Malaysia to 
form Malaysia and North Borneo was included in the next Malaysian rural development 
policies. 
 Nevertheless, worsening poverty among Malays and unbalanced economy among 
races have forced the government to form the New Economic Policy and the Bumiputera Policy 
in 1970 to give priority in higher education, government scholarship, position in the government 
sector, and business ownership to Malays and aboriginal peoples. Rural development was 
expanded into regional scale, and Orang Asli Scheme was established to raise living status of 
the aboriginal people on Peninsular Malaysia.  
 In the late 1980s, the government started encouraging tourism sector in rural areas by 
creating the National Parks and the Cultural Villages. The trend of homestay started in this 
period when villagers in the Malay Kampungs started providing their houses to the tourists as 
accommodations, the Japanese students visited homestays in the Malay Kampungs, and more 
homestays were built by the regional governments and individuals in the Malay Kampungs. 
 The Malaysian Homestay Program was established in 1995 and opened to all rural 
villages in Peninsular Malaysian and North Borneo to encourage participation of rural 
community in the tourism sector and to provide rural villages (including Malay Kampungs) as 
the new rural tourism product. Being held at the national level by several government 
organizations as an overall policy, participated by the whole villages community, and the 
‘lifestyle experience’ concept are the characteristics of this program that differ it from other 
rural tourism in the country and homestay programs in other countries. 
 After 2001, the government started focusing on documenting village profiles and 
statistics to provide comprehensive documents for future planning in the rural areas. The Rural 
Tourism Master Plan was documented to provide guidance for rural tourism development, 
including the Malaysian Homestay Program. Later, the Village Action Plan (2009) and the 
Master Plan for Traditional and Planned Settlements in Local Government Areas of Peninsular 
Malaysia (2010) are the two important documents carried out to compile issues occurred in rural 
areas and records of rural villages. 
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 After 2011, while developing the Malaysian Homestay Program by establishing the 
Malaysian Homestay Railway Tourism and Kampungstay to encourage more participation of 
rural villages, the government has also established the ‘One Malaysia’ policy to provide more 
rural facilities at affordable prices and to encourage relationship among races in Malaysia. 
 The Malaysian 5 Year Plans consists of development records for previous five years 
and development planning for next five years at both urban and rural areas of Malaysia. General 
budget, development policies, and related organizations are also documented. Nevertheless, the 
introduction of rural tourism, including the Malaysian Homestay Program as a new trend in the 
rural and regional development is not recorded in these plans with details planning and 
information. This is because rural tourism and this program is being established and developed 
as a tourism policy, which is being separated with other rural and regional development policies. 
Therefore, this research summarizes the evolution of rural and regional development policies in 
Malaysia based on the Malaysian 5 Year Plans, and includes the introduction of the Malaysian 
Homestay Program to show the evolution to the new trend of rural tourism (Table 3.10). 
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Table 3.10. The Evolution of Rural and Regional Development Policies in Malaysia (1) 
Year Rural and Regional Development Policies Related Organization(s) 
1950-1955 Social welfare facilities development Department of Social Welfare 
Agriculture and fisheries development Department of Agriculture and 
Department of Fisheries 
1956-1960 Rural Industrial Development Authority 
(RIDA) 
Ministry of Rural and Regional 
Development 
Federal Land Development Authority 
(FELDA) 
Prime Minister’s Department 
1961-1965 National Rural Development Plan Ministry of Rural and Regional 
Development Rural Economic Development (Red Book) 
Village Development Committee (VDC) State Government 
1966-1970 Federal Agriculture Marketing Authority 
(FAMA) 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Federal Land Consolidation and 
Rehabilitation Authority (FELCRA) 
Ministry of Rural and Regional 
Development 
Malaysian Agriculture Research and 
Development (MARDI) 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Agro Bank Ministry of Finance Incorporated, 
Ministry of Agriculture 
1971-1975 New Economic Policy, Bumiputera Policy Prime Minister’s Department 
1976-1980 Regional Development Authorities (RDA): 
KEJORA, JENGKA, KETENGAH, KEDA 
Ministry of Rural and Regional 
Development 
Orang Asli Scheme  
1981-1985 National Agricultural Plan (NAP 1) Prime Minister’s Department 
Integrated Agriculture Development (IAD) 
Volunteers of Malaysian People (RELA) Ministry of Home Affairs 
Village Development and Security 
Committee (VDSC) 
State Government 
1986-1990 Red Book 2 Ministry of Rural and Regional 
Development 
Village Revolution Ministry of Rural and Regional 
Development, Ministry of 
Agriculture 
National Parks Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Environment 
Cultural Villages Ministry of Tourism 
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Table 3.11. The Evolution of Rural and Regional Development Policies in Malaysia (2) 
Year Rural and Regional Development 
Policies 
Related Organization(s) 
1991-1995 Rural Growth Centers Ministry of Rural and Regional 
Development 
NAP 2 Prime Minister’s Department 
Malaysian Homestay Program Ministry of Tourism, Ministry of 
Rural and Regional Development, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry 
of Health, Ministry of Education 
1996-2000 Agricultural Technology Parks Ministry of Agriculture 
2001-2005 Rural Planning Policy and the Planning 
Guidelines for Villages in the Rural Area 
Ministry of Urban Wellbeing, 
Housing and Local Government 
Research on Village Status 
Physical Profile for Villages on Peninsular 
Malaysia 
Report on the Development of Villages in 
the Urban Area 
National Vision Policy (Vision 2020) Prime Minister’s Department 
NAP 3 
One District One Policy Ministry of Rural and Regional 
Development Rural Internet Centers 
Rural Tourism Master Plan Ministry of Tourism 
2006-2010 Model Village Ministry of Urban Wellbeing, 
Housing and Local Government Rural Quality Life Guidelines Report 
Master Plan for Traditional and Planned 
Settlements in Local Government Areas of 
Peninsular Malaysia 
Village Action Plan Ministry of Rural and Regional 
Development 
2011-2015 One Malaysia Prime Minister’s Department 
SMEs development Ministry of Rural and Regional 
Development Community Development Department 
(KEMAS) 
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CHAPTER 4 
 
THE IMPLEMENTATION AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MALAYSIAN 
HOMESTAY PROGRAMS IN SELANGOR 
 
4-1 Malaysian Homestay Programs in Selangor 
 
 Selangor is located on the west coast of Peninsular Malaysia (Figure 4.1). It is the 
most urbanized and most populated state in the country due to the spillover from the city center 
of Kuala Lumpur (the capital state of Malaysia). There are 456 Malay Kampungs in Selangor: 
430 traditional villages, 9 FELDA villages, and 17 planned villages (Master Plan for Traditional 
and Planned Settlements in Local Government Areas of Peninsular Malaysia, 2010) 1. It has the 
smallest number of traditional villages (paddy and farm villages) among all states in Peninsular 
Malaysia. Paddy villages are mostly located at the coastal area in the north of the state and farm 
villages are mostly located in the south (Figure 4.2).  
 
 
Figure 4.1. Location of Selangor in Malaysia 
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Figure 4.2. Locations of Malay Kampungs in Selangor 
Source: Author, based on the Master Plan for Traditional and Planned Settlements in Local 
Government Areas of Peninsular Malaysia 1, 2014 
 
 Selangor has nine districts (nine District Offices) with two City Councils, five 
Municipal Councils, and five District Councils. This shows the high urbanization level of the 
districts where out of twelve local governments, two local government areas have reached city 
level, while five have reached municipal levels. Rural populations are also the smallest among 
other states in Peninsular Malaysia, decreasing to 8.4% in 2010 from 11.3% in 2000 (Basic 
Population Characteristics by Administration Districts, 2010) 2. Participation of the Malay 
Kampungs in the Malaysian Homestay Program in the state has been encouraged by the 
government as an effort to prevent further urbanization of traditional villages. 
 The Malaysian Homestay Program in Selangor began in 1995 with the establishment 
of Banghuris Homestay at three farm villages that are located in the Sepang District at the south 
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part of the state. In July 2014, there are 15 homestay programs established, 34 villages and 443 
host families participating, and 709 rooms provided in Selangor (Table 4.1) 3.  
 In 2012, the Banghuris Homestay recorded the highest number of tourists and 
incomes earned from the Malaysian Homestay Program in the state, followed by the Sungai	 
Sireh Homestay and the Sungai Haji Dorani Homestay (Table 4.2) 4. Among these 15 homestay 
programs, with 34 villages participating, 7 homestay programs are established at paddy villages, 
6 at farm villages, 1 at a planned village, and 1 at a FELDA village (Figure 4.3) 5. The majority 
of the homestay programs are located on the west coast where most traditional villages (farm 
and paddy villages) are located. 
 
Table 4.1. Statistics of the Malaysian Homestay Programs in Selangor 3 
 Homestay Program Name District  Number of 
Village(s) 
Participating 
Number 
of Host 
Families 
Number 
of 
Rooms 
1 Banghuris  Sepang  3 80 100 
2 Sungai Sireh Kuala Selangor 5 40 50 
3 Sungai Haji Dorani  Sabak Bernam 5 20 40 
4 Air Manis  Sabak Bernam 7 17 45 
5 Sungai Kertas  Gombak  1 15 20 
6 Kampung Endah  Kuala Langat 1 32 47 
7 Kanchong Darat  Kuala Langat 1 50 75 
8 Papitusulem  Sabak Bernam 3 32 79 
9 Batu 23  Sabak Bernam 1 25 30 
10 Sungai Lang Tengah  Kuala Langat 1 20 36 
11 Seri Kayangan  Sabak Bernam 2 20 30 
12 Sungai Tenggi  Hulu Selangor 1 30 60 
13 Kampung Kundang  Kuala Langat 1 25 55 
14 Kampung Batu Laut  Kuala Langat 1 17 22 
15 Sepintas  Sabak Bernam 1 20 20 
Total  34 443 709 
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Table 4.2. Numbers of Tourists and Income of the Malaysian Homestay Programs in Selangor 
(1) 4 
 Homestay Program Name Type of 
Village(s) 
Participating 
Number of Tourists Incomes 
Domestic Foreign  
1 Banghuris Farm  3,185 4,139 RM543,849 
2 Sungai Sireh Paddy  6,388 511 RM440,114 
3 Sungai Haji Dorani Paddy  4,627 464 RM287,520 
4 Air Manis Paddy  2,136 529 RM272,487 
5 Sungai Kertas Planned 1,784 73 RM144,378 
6 Kampung Endah  Farm  5,608 8 RM124,745 
7 Kanchong Darat  Farm  1,909 1,080 RM108,960 
8 Papitusulem Homestay Paddy  700 0 RM84,465 
9 Batu 23 Paddy  2,435 8 RM74,733 
10 Sungai Lang Tengah Farm  1,100 0 RM35,244 
11 Seri Kayangan  Paddy  242 0 RM24,602 
12 Sungai Tenggi  FELDA  185 0 RM17,600 
13 Kampung Kundang  Farm  283 50 RM17,300 
14 Kampung Batu Laut Farm  85 0 RM4,650 
15 Sepintas Paddy  70 0 RM1,100 
 
 
Figure 4.3. Locations of the Malaysian Homestay Programs in Selangor 5 
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 The Malaysian Homestay Program is held at the national level by the Ministry of 
Tourism and other federal government organizations. However, since 2008, Selangor is 
governed by an opposition political body, and the state government is currently not involved in 
the Malaysian Homestay Program. The transformation of the state government also contributed 
to the transformation of a new district government and village headmen, discouraging the 
involvement of district offices, local governments, and existing VDSC in this program for many 
participating villages. Nevertheless, at some of the homestay programs in Selangor, existing 
VDSC members (including the village headman) personally participate in the homestay 
program management and activities to earn extra income and to work together with the 
homestay committee members. 
 
4-2 The Implementation and Characteristics of the Banghuris Homestay (Case 1) 
 
 Chapter 4-2 is written based on field investigations and interviews with the chairman 
of the Banghuris Homestay Committee, Basir Wagiman, village headmen of three villages that 
established the Banghuris Homestay: Jaafar Katiman (Kampung Bukit Bangkong), Nizam 
Saoman (Kampung Hulu Chuchoh) and Sabirin Marsono (Kampung Hulu Teris), and a few 
villagers who are participating as the host families. The field investigations and interviews were 
held between July 2012 and October 2014. Each participated village profile (which is prepared 
by each VDSC) 6, Banghuris Homestay Brochure 9, Homestay Program Report 4 and Statistics 
of Malaysian Homestay Program by July 2014 (reports on the number of tourists, income 
earned from this program, and the number of village(s) and host families recorded by the 
Ministry of Tourism) 3 are also indicated.  
 
4-2-1 Background of Participating Villages  
 
 The Banghuris Homestay was established in 1995 in three farm villages in Sepang 
Mukim, Sepang District, located in the south of Selangor: Kampung Bukit Bangkong, Kampung 
Hulu Chuchoh, and Kampung Hulu Teris. The word ‘banghuris’ is a combination of the names 
of the three villages: ‘bang’ from ‘bangkong’, ‘hu’ from ‘hulu’, and ‘ris’ from ‘teris’. These 
villages are surrounded by oil palm plantations that owned by the villagers themselves, the 
government, and private companies owned by the Chinese. Agrotek is located at the north of the 
villages, which is an additional agricultural land provided by the Ministry of Agriculture for the 
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villagers to plant materials for their Small and Medium Enterprise (SMEs) products. Here, the 
villagers plant various types of agricultural products including tapiocas, bananas, and herbs. 
These villages are accessible from the main roads at the Chinese New Village (a new planned 
settlement for Chinese people who own the shops or shop houses at the Town of Sungai Pelek), 
Indian settlement (who work at the oil palm plantation), and Orang Asli Village (settlement of 
the aboriginal people). Figure 4.4 shows the territories of these three villages. 
 
 
Figure 4.4. The Areas of Kampung Bukit Bangkong, Kampung Hulu Chuchoh, and Kampung 
Hulu Teris 
Source: Author, 2014 
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4-2-1-1 Background of Kampung Bukit Bangkong 
 
 The history of these villages began with the settlement of Orang Asli (the aboriginal 
peoples) and the migration of Javanese people from Indonesia to this area in 1910s. Kampung 
Bukit Bangkong was the first village established in 1917 when the Javanese people started 
planting coffee and rubber. The name of ‘bukit bangkong’ came from a hill (bukit) with 
hundreds of trees named bangkong found by the aboriginal people as the first founders of this 
village. Kampung Bukit Bangkong was officially established by the British government and 13 
Javanese developers, where each developer was given land for settlement and agricultural 
activities, mostly coffee and rubber.  
 Today, the Village Development and Security Committee (VDSC) of this village 
consists of 20 members, which is led by the village headman as the chairman, with assistance 
from a vice chairman, a secretary, a vice secretary, a bursar, two accountants, nine Mosque 
Bureau leaders, a Youth Bureau leader, a Woman Bureau leader, and two other committee 
members (Figure 4.5).  
 After the country gained its independence, the Malaysian government started 
encouraging rural villagers, including in this village, to plant oil palm as new a type of 
agricultural product. Today, in addition to owning rubber, coffee and oil palm farms 
surrounding their homes, many villagers are also involved in other sectors, where 46 are 
working as contractors (supplying construction materials), 23 as SMEs owners (tapioca chip, 
banana chip and frozen food industries), and 17 owns food and drink stalls inside and 
surrounding the village.  
 
 
Figure 4.5. VDSC Organizational Structure at Kampung Bukit Bangkong 6 
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 The communal facilities provided by the government to the village today are a 
community hall, a mosque, six surau (smaller prayer houses) located at each road in the village, 
a secondary school, and elementary school, an Islamic school, three kindergartens, a security 
guard house, and a cemetery. The community activities held by the VDSC in the village are 
mostly focused on the religious festivals and events that are usually held at the mosque or surau 
(Table 4.3). Social activities other than religious events are held occasionally but are not mostly 
recorded by the VDSC in the village profile. 
 By 2014, Kampung Bukit Bangkong consists of 838.3 acres of land, and populated 
by 3300 people (100% are Malays and 95% of them are Javanese people) and 602 families. 50 
villagers participate in the Banghuris Homestay as the host families, performers (mostly 
members of the Youth Bureau from the VDSC) for the cultural shows, cooks (mostly members 
of the Woman Bureau from the VDSC), and farms and factories guides. Some of the homestay 
program activities such as visiting the farms and SMEs factories are also conducted in this 
village with cooperation and participation of the farms and SMEs owners and workers. 
 
Table 4.3. Community Activities at Kampung Bukit Bangkong 6 
Activities  Location  
Daily activities Prayer  Mosque and each surau 
Weekly 
activities 
Monday Islamic lesson (afternoon) Community hall 
Monday Islamic lesson (evening) Mosque  
Tuesday Islamic lesson (night) Surau Jalan Pasar 
Wednesday Islamic lesson (night) Surau Jalan Kuini 
Friday Islamic lesson (night) Mosque  
Sunday Islamic lecture (night) Mosque  
Annual 
activities 
Awal Muharram Special Prayer Mosque and surau at each 
road Quran Reading Ceremony 
Yasin Reading for Nisfu Syaaban 
Israk Mikraj Islamic Lecture 
Ramadan Quran Reading 
Animal Slaughtering Event for Eid Adha 
Occasional 
activities 
Wedding ceremony Mosque and individual house 
Funeral  Mosque and individual house 
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4-2-1-2 Background of Kampung Hulu Chuchoh 
 
 After a few years the establishment of Kampung Bukit Bangkong, an increase in the 
population and migration of other Malays and Javanese people from other areas contributed to 
the new establishment of Kampung Hulu Chuchoh. The name of ‘hulu chuchoh’ came from a 
fight (chuchoh) between two Javanese men, which happened at the end (hulu) of the river 
during the early settlement of the people in this area.  
 Today, the village is administered by a VDSC, which is established with a clearer 
organizational structure, compared to other surrounding villages, and occupied by 14 members 
(Figure 4.6). The VDSC is led by the village headman as the chairman, assisted by a vice 
chairman, a security, a bursar, and 10 bureaus members: Sports and Youth (Youth Bureau); 
Tourism, Environment and Security; Health, Development, Entrepreneurship, Science 
Technology and Innovation; Islamic, Modernization, Agriculture and Rural Development; 
Farmer, Poverty and Government; Higher Education and Development; Investment, Industrial, 
Trading and Factory; Welfare and Woman (Woman Bureau); Housing and Urban Developer; 
and Local Government and Research. However, similar to Kampung Bukit Bangkong, most of 
the villagers here own rubber, coffee, and oil palm farms, and some of them work as contractors, 
or SMEs and shop owners. 
 
 
Figure 4.6. VDSC Organizational Structure at Kampung Hulu Chuchoh 7 
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 Among the community facilities provided by the government at this village are a 
VDSC hall, a community hall, a public/soccer hall, and a mosque. In 1995, the Homestay 
Activity Center was built in this village by the Ministry of Tourism on the land owned by the 
Banghuris Homestay Committee as a new facility for the homestay program activities. Table 
4.4 shows the community activities held by the VDSC at the village, including either religious 
festivals or events, and social activities. These activities are conducted in several various 
locations, using the community facilities in the village that are provided by the government. 
Various activities are also held for each category of man, woman, teenager, and children, 
showing active movements of the VDSC in this village. 
 Today, Kampung Hulu Chuchoh consists of 1,524 acres of land and populated by 
2,295 people (2,230 Malays, mostly Javanese people, and 65 Orang Asli) and 353 families. 
Among the three villages, this village shows the highest level of participation in the Banghuris 
Homestay with 60 villagers participating as homestay committee members, host families, 
performers for cultural shows (mostly members of Youth Bureau from the VDSC), cooks 
(mostly members of Woman Bureau from the VDCS), and farms and factories guides. The 
chairman of the Banghuris Homestay Committee, a contractor, who was the village headman of 
Kampung Hulu Chuchoh during the establishment of the Banghuris Homestay, and all 
committee members are also the villagers of this village. 
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Table 4.4. Community Activities at Kampung Hulu Chuchoh 7 
Activities  Location  
Daily 
activities 
Prayer  Mosque 
Weekly 
activities 
Woman Quran Reading Class VDSC hall 
Children Quran Reading Class VDSC hall 
Monthly 
activities 
Woman Quran Reading Class VDSC hall 
Annual 
activities 
Cleaning hall (gotong-royong) Multi-purpose hall 
Badminton Match (male) Multi-purpose hall 
Cleaning Agrotek area (gotong-royong) Agrotek  
Children Sports Day Agrotek 
Canal Fishing Contest Agrotek 
Grass Cutting (gotong-royong) Public hall 
Children Quran and Sports Day VDSC hall 
Teenagers Prayer Course VDSC hall 
Special Prayer School Examination Mosque 
Gift Giving Ceremony (for elderlies, single 
mothers, handicapped persons and poor) 
Individual house 
Gift Giving Ceremony to Orphanage Mosque  
Grass Cutting (gotong-royong) Soccer field 
School Holiday Quran Reading Program VDSC hall and mosque 
School Holiday English and Mathematic Class VDSC hall 
Quran Reading Contest Mosque  
Badminton Match Multi-purpose hall 
School Bag Giving Ceremony Individual house 
Occasional 
activities 
Wedding ceremony Mosque and individual house 
Funeral  Mosque and individual house 
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4-2-1-3 Background of Kampung Hulu Teris 
 
 Kampung Hulu Teris was a part of Kampung Bukit Bangkong until 1991, when it 
was established officially after villagers were encouraged by the government to farm the oil 
palm in a plantation scale. The name of ‘hulu teris’ means ‘at the end’, where it is located at the 
end (from the entrances) of all three villages.  
 Today, the VDSC of this village is occupied by 14 members, led by the village 
headman as the chairman (who is also the member of Economy and Farming Bureau), and 
assisted by a secretary (who is also the member of Mosque Bureau), a bursar, three committee 
members, and eight bureaus: Security; Cleanliness and Landscape; Facilities; Education; 
Financial; Woman (Woman Bureau); and Youth and Sports (Youth Bureau). Figure 4.7 shows 
the organizational structure of the VDSC of Kampung Hulu Teris.  
 In addition to owning the oil palm plantations, the villagers also planted mushrooms, 
coffee, bananas, other fruits and vegetables, and own livestock farms. 45% of the villagers are 
working as farmers (mostly oil palm farmers), 35% as government workers, 15% as the SMEs 
owners, and 5% in the tourism sectors (Banghuris Homestay). After its establishment, the 
government provided communal facilities to the village: a mosque, a surau, a VDSC hall, a 
community hall, an Islamic school, a Quran school, a kindergarten, an orphanage home, a small 
development housing area, a recreation field, and a cemetery. Similar to Kampung Hulu 
Chuchoh, the community activities conducted by the VDSC consists of both religious festivals 
and social activities, and being held at these communal facilities (Table 4.5). 
 
 
Figure 4.7. VDSC Organizational Structure at Kampung Hulu Teris 8 
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Table 4.5. Community Activities at Kampung Hulu Teris 8 
Activities  Location  
Daily activities Prayer  Mosque and surau 
Annual activities School Holiday Quran Program Mosque  
Cleaning the Mosque (gotong-royong) Mosque  
Maulidur Rasul Program Mosque  
Teenage Camp Recreation field  
Eid Adha Celebration Mosque  
Fishing Contest Agrotek  
Visiting Elderlies Program Individual house 
Islamic Forum Mosque  
Eid Fitri Celebration Mosque  
Student Excellence Day Community hall 
Quran Finishing Program Mosque  
Family Day Recreation field 
Medical Visit Individual house 
Nisfu Syaaban Celebration Mosque  
Ramadan Preparation (gotong-royong) Mosque  
Celebrating Hajj People Mosque  
Awal Muharram Celebration Mosque  
Mosque Sports Recreation field 
Back to School Program VDSC hall 
Occasional 
activities 
Wedding ceremony Mosque and individual house 
Funeral  Mosque and individual house 
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 Today, the village consists of 4,627 acres and almost half of the land in this village is 
used for oil palm plantations, where some are owned by villagers from Kampung Bukit 
Bangkong and Kampung Huku Chuchoh. In 2014, the population of this village reached 1,350 
people and 185 families, where 100% of the villagers are Malays (mostly Javanese people). 
Among them, 43 villagers participate in the Banghuris Homestay as the host families, 
performers for cultural shows (mostly members of Youth Bureau from the VDSC), cooks 
(mostly members of Woman Bureau from the VDSC), and farms and factories guides.  
 Figure 4.8 shows the locations of the communal facilities at each village. As the first 
established village, most of the communal facilities are built concentrating on Kampung Bukit 
Bangkong. Meanwhile, more than half of Kampung Hulu Teris consists of oil palm plantations. 
The VDSC and villagers of Kampung Hulu Teris usually use communal facilities in the other 
two villages for their community activities. 
 
 
Figure 4.8. Locations of Communal Facilities at Kampung Bukit Bangkong, Kampung Hulu 
Chuchoh, and Kampung Hulu Teris 
Source: Author, 2014 
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4-2-2 Banghuris Homestay Committee 
 
 The Banghuris Homestay was established with three villages in 1995 with 16 host 
families and increased sharply to 80 host families by 1997. The homestay program was built 
firstly by the VDSC of Kampung Hulu Chuchoh due to an increasing number of visitors to this 
village after it was selected as ‘The Best Village’ several times from 1986 to 1993 at the district 
and state levels for a well-maintained environment, landscape, traditional houses, communal 
facilities, agricultural technology and highly developed level of SMEs. The villagers started 
with providing accommodations (at their houses) and meals to visitors, mostly local authority 
workers from other districts. It has since been established officially under the Ministry of 
Tourism as the Banghuris Homestay with two other villages: Kampung Bukit Bangkong and 
Kampung Hulu Teris encouraged by the Ministry of Agriculture. 
 Today, there are nine people who lead the homestay program as the Banghuris 
Homestay Committee members, 153 families who participate in the homestay program 
activities and 80 families who participate as the host families to provide 100 rooms for 236 
tourists at one time (one room usually provided for two person). The homestay committee is led 
by the former village headman of Kampung Hulu Chuchoh, assisted by a bursar and a secretary, 
followed by two members in each of three smaller groups: Agro, Culture, and Marketing 
Groups (Figure 4.9). These groups have their own roles and tasks, where the Agro Group 
manages program activities that related to economic activities; the Culture Group manages 
program activities that related to cultural activities; while the Marketing Group manages 
reservation, reception, and promotion activities. 
 
 
Figure 4.9. Banghuris Homestay Committee Organizational Structure 
Source: Author, based on interview with the chairman of the Banghuris Homestay Committee, 
2014 
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 The host family houses can be recognized by the official logo of the Malaysian 
Homestay Program provided by the Ministry of Tourism, usually located at the main entrance 
of the houses. However, out of 80 host families, only 41 houses were found with the logos 
(Figure 4.10). The Ministry of Tourism should strictly enforce the regulation on having the 
official logo at the host family house for tourists’ convenience and to avoid confusion among 
the registered houses with the other homestay programs. 
 
 
Figure 4.10. Host Family Houses with the Official Logo at the Banghuris Homestay 
Source: Author, 2014 
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4-2-3 Program Activities 
 
 Based on the suggestions of homestay program activities made by the Ministry of 
Tourism, the Banghuris Homestay Committee carried out the program activities for tourists by 
applying lifestyle, economic, community, and cultural activities at the three villages, as well as 
surrounding local attractions: agricultural farm of Agrotek, Bagan Lalang Beach and oil palm 
plantations. These program activities, as shown in Table 4.6, are included in the ‘2 days 1 night’ 
and ‘3 days 2 nights’ packages, provided by the homestay committee that can be selected by the 
tourists according to their interests. The Banghuris Homestay also provides ‘one day tour’, 
where the program activities are arranged according to the tourist requests. Since the three 
villages are mainly populated by the Javanese people, these program activities also introduce 
the mixed of Malay and Javanese tradition and culture, especially through the Malay-Javanese 
meals (nasi ambeng) and Malay-Javanese traditional dance and musical performances (ghazal, 
silat, gamelan, and kuda kepang).  
 Most activities are held at the Homestay Activity Center, which is built by the 
Ministry of Tourism, provided with oil palm, coffee, and rubber farms, and a fishing pond, or at 
the homestay committee chairman’s home (Figure 4.11). Communal meals are held in a kenduri 
(communal feast) style and the custom of preparing meals is done by gotong-royong (mutual 
aid). Meanwhile, breakfast and dinner are held at each host family house to allow tourists to 
experience daily lifestyle at the Malay Kampungs as a part of the family members. The 
Banghuris Homestay also provides a mock traditional Malay-Javanese wedding ceremony for 
the tourists upon request, which is prepared by the homestay committee members, and attended 
by the whole villagers.  
 In addition to the homestay committee members and the host families, other villagers 
from the three villages such as members of the Youth Bureau and Woman Bureau from the 
VDSC, farm and SMEs factory owners, and farm and SMEs factory workers, also participate in 
the homestay program activities during nasi ambeng kenduri (communal feast of Javanese 
cuisine), Agrotek and individual farms visits, SMEs factory visit, the Plant-a-Tree program, and 
cultural show.  
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Table 4.6. Packages and Activities Created by the Banghuris Homestay Committee 9 
Package Price 
(per 
person) 
Activities Location Villagers’ 
Participation 
2 days 1 
night 
RM150 Accommodation, breakfast and 
dinner 
Host family 
home 
Host family 
Eat Malay-Javanese cuisine 
(nasi ambeng kenduri) 
Homestay 
committee 
chairman’s 
house 
Homestay 
committee, 
woman bureau 
Visit coffee plantation Homestay 
Activity Center 
Homestay 
committee, 
farm worker 
Visit oil palm plantation 
Fishing  Homestay 
committee 
Visit rubber plantation Agrotek  Homestay 
committee, 
farm owner, 
farm worker 
Visit SMEs factory Individual 
factory 
Homestay 
committee, 
SMEs owner, 
SMEs worker 
3 days 2 
nights 
RM250 Accommodation, breakfast and 
dinner 
Host family’s 
home 
Host family 
Eat Malay-Javanese cuisine 
(nasi ambeng kenduri) 
Homestay 
committee 
chairman’s 
home 
Homestay 
committee, 
woman bureau 
Visit coffee plantation Homestay 
Activity Center 
Homestay 
committee, 
farm worker 
Visit oil palm plantation 
Fishing  Homestay 
committee 
Visit rubber plantation Agrotek  Homestay 
committee, 
farm owner, 
farm owner 
Visit SMEs factory Individual 
factory 
Homestay 
committee, 
SMEs owner, 
SMEs worker 
Plant a tree Homestay 
Activity Center 
Homestay 
committee, 
farm worker 
Watch cultural show (ghazal, 
silat, gamelan, or kuda kepang) 
Homestay 
committee 
chairman’ house 
Homestay 
committee, 
youth bureau 
Experience Malay-Javanese 
wedding 
Whole 
villagers 
Source: Author, based on the Banghuris Homestay Brochure 9 and interview with the chairman 
of the Banghuris Homestay Committee, 2014 
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Figure 4.11. The Banghuris Homestay Program Activities and Locations 
Source: Author, based on field investigations and interview with the chairman of the Banghuris 
Homestay Committee, 2014 
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4-2-4 Statistics and Achievement 
 
 The number of tourists who visited the Banghuris Homestay and income earned from 
this program have slightly increased since its establishment; however, proper documentation has 
only been gathered and submitted by the homestay committee to the Ministry of Tourism from 
2009 (Figure 4.12 and Figure 4.13). The number of domestic tourists decreased slightly; 
however, the number of foreign tourists increases slightly. Although there are decreases in some 
years among the number of tourists and income, these numbers are recorded as the highest 
numbers among all homestay programs in the state and the country. Most tourists who have 
visited are groups from the government, private organizations, university, and school students, 
followed by families and individuals from urban areas. Many visitors from other villages also 
come to learn and witness the villages, especially Kampung Hulu Chuchoh, as models of the 
most developed agricultural technology and SMEs.  
 Due to the highest number of tourists and income among all homestay programs in 
the country and the state, and active promotional activities by the homestay committee, 
Banghuris Homestay has received ‘The Best Tourist Attraction Award’ in 2004, ‘The Most 
Contribution to the Socio-economic Special Award’ in 2011, and forth place in the ‘10 Highest 
Homestay Cluster’ in 2012 by the Ministry of Tourism. 
 
 
Figure 4.12. Number of Tourists who Visited the Banghuris Homestay 4 
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Figure 4.13. Income Earned from the Banghuris Homestay 4 
 
4-2-5 Personal Characteristics 
 
 The successful factors of the Banghuris Homestay as the first homestay program 
with the highest number of tourists and income in Selangor can be clarified from its personal 
characteristics: establishment by three villages; largest number of host families; active 
promotional activity by the homestay committee chairman; most developed agricultural 
technology and SMEs; mixed Malay-Javanese culture.  
 
1) Establishment by three villages 
 
 Most of the homestay programs in the country are established by one Malay 
Kampungs (on Peninsular Malaysia) or one village (on North Borneo), and some are later 
joined by other surrounding villages to increase the number of the host families. However, the 
Banghuris Homestay was established by three Malay Kampungs with the combination of the 
village names. This show a good cooperation among the three villages communities to establish 
a new homestay program, to work together during the program activities, and to participate as 
the host families, cooks, guides, and performers. The cooperation among the three villages is 
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also recognized by the Ministry of Tourism since official events or community activities in a 
Malay Kampung rarely involve other villages including neighboring villages. 
 
2) Largest number of host families 
 
 The Banghuris Homestay has the largest number of host families participate among 
all homestay programs in the country. 80 host families from the three villages provide 100 
rooms in their houses for 236 tourists at a time, where a room usually is provided for two 
persons. Some host families extended their houses and built additional rooms to provide more 
rooms for the tourists that can provide spaces for more than two persons. The largest number of 
host families also contributes to the successful factor to receive more tourists, especially among 
groups from the government, private organizations, university, and school students. 
 
3) Active promotional activity by the homestay committee 
 
 The chairman of the Banghuris Homestay Committee is often involved in 
promotional tours held by the Ministry of Tourism in local and overseas universities and 
schools. The homestay committee also held a contract with the Ministry of Education in Japan 
and South Korea, and several foreign and domestic travel agencies to receive a continual visit of 
tourists, especially among university and school students, and to expand its promotional 
activities. Active promotional activity held by the chairman, especially at the international level; 
bring higher number of foreign tourists to the Banghuris Homestay, compared to other 
homestay programs in the state.  
 Moreover, the homestay committee also held the ‘Nasi Ambeng Festival’ (a festival 
to promote the Banghuris Homestay and the traditional Javanese cuisine of nasi ambeng) on 19 
to 20 April 2014. This festival, which was held at the Banghuris Homestay Activity Center, was 
also supported financially by the Ministry of Tourism with cooperation from all three villages. 
Visited by domestic tourists from other villages, districts and states, the festival provided 
activities such as nasi ambeng kenduri, exhibition of traditional Malay and Javanese clothes, 
coloring contest for children, batik painting and cooking contest for woman, fishing and 
traditional games contest for man, and stalls selling traditional Malay and Javanese cuisines. 
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4) Most developed agricultural technology and SMEs 
 The three villages are known among all villages in the state as the model villages for 
the most developed agricultural technology and SMEs industries. Almost all of the villagers in 
the three villages own individual farms surrounding their houses and at the Agrotek, and own 
SMEs factories (usually built in the house compound) for potato chips, banana chips, and frozen 
food industries. The agricultural technology used for farming activities at the Agrotek is also 
among the most modernized technology in the country. Villagers also plant herbs in the Agrotek 
to be exported internationally. Many of the domestic tourists are among farmers and SMEs 
owners from other villages who visited the homestay program to visit the farms and SMEs 
factories in the three villages.  
 
5) Mixed Malay-Javanese culture 
 
 The three villages are mainly populated by the Javanese people; therefore, tourists 
can experience a mixed of Malay-Javanese culture through the daily lifestyle with the host 
families, villages’ community activities and the program activities provided. The economic 
activities, community activities, and environment of a Malay Kampungs (farm village), the 
traditional Malay-Javanese meals, dance, musical performances, and wedding ceremony attracts 
foreign tourists and domestic tourists of other races (Chinese and Indians) and non-Javanese 
Malays.  
 
4-2-6 Economic, Environmental, Social, and Cultural Effects 
 
 The implementation of the Banghuris Homestay since its establishment until today 
has effected the three villages’ economy, environment, society, and culture (Ramele and 
Yamazaki, 2014) 10. A study was carried out to clarify these effects by analyzing the effects of 
this homestay program on the following elements at the three villages: villager income, 
knowledge and skill, and economic activities; villages’ infrastructure, public facilities, 
landscape, and houses; villager relationship, youth participation, and villager exposure; and 
Malay Kampungs, Malay, and Javanese culture. 
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1) Economic Effect 
 
 Tourist who visits the Banghuris Homestay pays the package’s fee to the homestay 
committee (chairman or bursar) and this fee will be divided into homestay committee members, 
host families, performers (youth bureau), cooks (woman bureau), farm and SMEs owners, and 
other villagers who participate in the program activities. The payment differs according to their 
types of participation. 
 The Banghuris Homestay earned RM543,849, and received 7,324 tourists in 2012, 
which was recorded as the highest income received in Selangor and fourth highest in the 
country. This number contributes to an average monthly income of RM45,320 to the homestay 
program and RM520 for each host family (including homestay committee members who are 
also the host family). While the average income of a farmer and SMEs owner is RM1,500, 
participating as a host family in the homestay program offer a higher total average monthly 
income of RM2,020. Balance of the income (RM3,720) is divided to other participating 
villagers: woman and youth bureaus, and farm and SMEs factory owners. SMEs owners also 
receive additional income from the souvenir sales.  
 This income is also used by the homestay committee for the Banghuris Homestay 
chalet and Homestay Activity Center maintenance. However, homestay committee members 
sometimes receive a separate monthly income from the tourist participation fees that may reach 
between RM2,000-RM3,000, when many tourists visited for the ‘One Day Package’, where it 
doesn’t involve accommodation with the host family. The income flow of the Banghuris 
Homestay from the tourists to homestay committee and participating villagers in 2012 is 
illustrated in Figure 4.14. 
 After establishing the Banghuris Homestay, Kampung Bukit Bangkung, Kampung 
Hulu Chuchoh, and Kampung Hulu Teris were also prioritized for agricultural and SMEs 
development, and most rural development planning by the Ministry of Rural and Regional 
Development and the Ministry of Agriculture. Villagers received more and new agricultural 
land from Agrotek and subsidies or funds for machinery for factories. Through the visits of 
foreign and domestic tourists, SMEs owners are able to promote and expand their products into 
national and international levels. In 2005, a host family in Kampung Bukit Bangkong (also an 
SMEs owner) achieved ‘The Most Successful SMEs Award’ from the Ministry of Rural and 
Regional Development for earning annual income of more than RM250,000, excluding the 
income from the homestay program. 
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Figure 4.14. The Income Flow of the Banghuris Homestay 
Source: Author, 2014 
 
 Involvement in this program has also allowed villagers to increase their 
non-agricultural skills, especially in tourism, business, and management. This has allowed rural 
Malays to compete with other races in the country as most large resorts and hotels are usually 
owned by Chinese. The Banghuris Homestay Committee manages a new chalet, which is 
located at the Banghuris Homestay Activity Center, for individual tourists who wish to stay in 
villages without participating in program activities. This chalet is built with the income earned 
from the homestay program and the Ministry of Tourism recognizes this chalet as an 
achievement of the committee to be able to manage a new business independently. 
 
2) Environmental Effect 
 
 The Ministry of Rural and Regional Development also improves existing and 
provides new infrastructure and public facilities in the villages to maintain the quality of these 
villages as tourist sites. All the roads and alleys in the three villages are being paved and 
repaired. Signboards are also equipped at every access from main roads and the town to make 
the Banghuris Homestay more accessible to tourists. The Homestay Activity Center is also built 
with a fund from the Ministry of Tourism to be used for homestay program activities and the 
villages’ community activities. 
 Due to the periodic inspections done by the Ministry of Tourism and Ministry of 
Health on host families’ houses, villagers are encouraged to beautify their homes and 
surrounding landscape. The ‘Plant-a-Tree’ program also contributes to the landscape 
beautification and environmental preservation, and tourists will enjoy products from the trees. 
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Some villagers have used additional income from the homestay program to extend their houses 
to provide more rooms for tourists, and to add modernized facilities such as air conditioning and 
hot water. These improvements show villagers interest and awareness of tourist needs. However, 
proper regulation is needed to control damage to traditional values of Malay Kampungs houses. 
 
3) Social Effect 
 
 The relationship among the three villages is strengthened during homestay program 
activities, because daily communal activities rarely involve other communities in other villages. 
Although current village headmen from all three villages are not participating in the homestay 
program, the members of the Woman Bureaus and Youth Bureaus from the VDSC of the three 
villages are involved in food preparation for kenduri and traditional musical performances and 
work together with the homestay committee members. Through the custom of gotong-royong, 
these three communities are able to cooperate during preparation of meals (kenduri), traditional 
musical performances, and traditional Malay-Javanese weddings. The relationship between 
villagers and the government is also strengthened from the connection between homestay 
committee members and the Ministry of Tourism. 
 The Banghuris Homestay also provides new employment opportunities for the youth 
in these villages. Some have even begun to move back from urban areas to inherit their parental 
participation as host families by participating in program activities such as traditional dance and 
musical performances. A youth who moved back to Kampung Bukit Bangkong also manages 
his own SMEs training center in the village and collaborates this training program with the 
homestay program activities, providing more employment opportunity to help prevent youth 
depopulation and youth unemployment in these villages. 
 Through the interaction between villagers and tourists, villagers also have the 
opportunity for exposure to other districts, states, and countries’ cultures and languages. 
Moreover, the Ministry of Rural and Regional Development provides free language classes, 
such as English and Japanese Language to the host families for them to be able to interact with 
foreign tourists. This helps rural Malays to be able to compete with other races economic 
activities and for education. 
 In addition to Malay tourists from other villages and urban areas, the Banghuris 
Homestay also attracts many Chinese and Indian domestic tourists from the Chinese New 
Village, Indian settlement at the oil palm plantation, and urban areas. The homestay program 
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has strengthened the relationship among races that are being settled separated since the colonial 
period, and between urban and Malay Kampungs people. Visiting the Banghuris Homestay has 
given an opportunity to the Chinese and Indian people to live together with the Malay host 
families, experience their daily lifestyle and culture, and interact with each other. 
 
4) Cultural Effect 
 
 Located close to Kuala Lumpur, participation in homestay programs has also 
prevented the historical environments and traditional lifestyles of the villages from further 
modernization and urbanization. The application of customs such as kenduri and gotong-royong 
in program activities helps preserve Malay Kampungs traditions. Through the program activities, 
Javanese community in these villages is also able to promote and restore their traditional dance, 
music, customs, and cuisine that are vanishing, especially among young Javanese in Malaysia. 
This program increases interest and awareness towards Malay and Javanese culture among 
domestic and foreign tourists as well as among the villagers themselves. 
 
4-3 The Implementation and Characteristics of the Sungai Sireh Homestay (Case 2) 
 
 Chapter 4-3 is written based on field investigations and interviews with the chairman 
of the Sungai Sireh Homestay Cooperative, Abu Bakar Moin (also Homestay Manager in the 
homestay committee), headman of Kampung Sungai Sireh: Musa Hussain, and a few villagers 
who are participating as the administration staffs and host families. The field investigations and 
interviews were held between July 2012 and September 2014. Kampung Sungai Sireh Profile 11, 
Sungai Sireh Homestay Profile 12, Sungai Sireh Homestay Brochure 13, Homestay Program 
Report 4 and Statistics of Malaysian Homestay Program by July 2014 3 are also indicated.  
 
4-3-1 Background of Kampung Sungai Sireh 
 
 Sungai Sireh Homestay was established in 1995 at Kampung Sungai Sireh, a paddy 
village, which is located in the Tanjung Karang Mukim, Kuala Selangor District, at the north 
part of Selangor. The village was opened in 1938 by Syed Hassan Yusuff, an Islamic leader 
who migrated from Penang and was then selected as the first village headman. The government 
has allowed Yusuff and his people who migrated with him to this area to plant paddy and other 
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types of agricultural activities. Later, more people from Indonesia (Javanese people) and other 
villages, districts and states migrated to the village.  
 During the Japanese occupation (1942-1945), the village was known with the name 
‘camp’, where it became an administration center and a camping area used by the Japanese 
army. The name of ‘sungai sireh’ later derived when hundreds of sireh (piper) tree found along 
the sungai (river), which was used by the villagers as the main path between the village and the 
town of Tanjung Karang. 
 The VDSC of Kampung Sungai Sireh consists of 11 members, led by the village 
headman as the chairman, who is assisted by a secretary, a bursar, a presenter of UMNO, and 
eight bureaus: Security; Economy and Entrepreneurship; Social and Culture; Education and 
Human Resource; Religion and Islam; Sports and Recreation (Youth Bureau); Information 
Technology; and Woman (Woman Bureau). The organizational structure of the VDSC is shown 
in Figure 4.15. Today, almost all of the villagers are farmers in the paddy field, and plant oil 
palm, coconut, sugar cane, tapioca, pineapple, and banana in their farms. Many of them also 
involved in the SMEs, where there are 26 factories and shops owned by the villagers in the 
village.  
 Kampung Sungai Sireh is provided with two elementary schools, an Islamic school, 
four kindergartens, a mosque, a surau, four community halls, four playing courts, a VDSC hall, 
a library and an Internet Center. In 1995, during the establishment of the Sungai Sireh 
Homestay, the Ministry of Tourism has provided a new facility for the homestay program 
activities called the Agro Center (Agrotourism Homestay Sungai Sireh Center) located at the 
end of the village. Today, this center becomes one of the most important communal facilities in 
the village where most of the community activities (other than homestay program activities) are 
also held due to good relationship between VDSC and the homestay committee and its strategic 
location. Figure 4.16 shows the locations of among these communal facilities. 
 
 
Figure 4.15. VDSC Organizational Structure at Kampung Sungai Sireh 11 
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Figure 4.16. The Locations of Communal Facilities in Kampung Sungai Sireh 
Source: Author, 2014 
 
 The community activities carried out in the village is not recorded in the village 
profile; however, according to the village headman, most of religious events are held at the 
mosque, while most of social activities are held at the Agro Center (Table 4.7). Here, the 
custom of baraan is still being practiced, which is a tradition of Javanese people originates from 
Indonesia to visit each other in a group on the day of Eid Fitri (a day of celebration after the 
fasting month of Ramadan) after a special prayer is performed at the mosque in the morning. 
This tradition can be rarely seen today in Malaysia especially among young Javanese people. 
 In 2005, the area of Kampung Sungai Sireh is divided into two villages: Kampung 
Sungai Sireh and Kampung Ampangan for administration purpose (Figure 4.17). However, 
almost all the community activities in both villages are still held together by both VDSC at the 
Agro Center. The population of Kampung Sungai Sireh today consists of 4,628 people, while 
2,520 people populate Kampung Ampangan.  
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Table 4.7. Community Activities at Kampung Sungai Sireh 
Activities  Location  
Daily activities Prayer  Mosque and surau 
Youth Soccer Training Playing court 
Weekly activities Woman Islamic Class Surau  
Annual activities Eid Fitri Open House Agrotourism Activity Center 
Baraan Individual house 
Youth Heritage Day Agrotourism Activity Center 
Youth Motorbike Show Agrotourism Activity Center 
Woman Cooking Contest Agrotourism Activity Center 
Occasional activities Wedding ceremony Agrotourism Activity Center 
Funeral  Mosque and individual house 
Source: Author, based on interview with the village headman of Kampung Sungai Sireh, 2014 
 
 
Figure 4.17. The Areas of Kampung Sungai Sireh and surrounding villages 
Source: Author, 2014 
 119 
4-3-2 Sungai Sireh Homestay Committee and Sungai Sireh Homestay Cooperative 
 
 Sungai Sireh Homestay (also known as Agrotourism Homestay Sungai Sireh) was 
established in 1995 at Kampung Sungai Sireh due to an increasing number of visitors to this 
village after it was selected as ‘The Most Beautiful Village’ by the Ministry of Rural and 
Regional Development for beautiful landscape and environment of traditional Malay houses and 
paddy field. Unlike other homestay programs in Selangor, this homestay program also involves 
members of the existing VDSC, as the homestay committee members and host families, and the 
government organizations at mukim and district levels: Kuala Selangor District Officer, Sungai 
Burong Political Leader, Penghulu of Tanjong Karang Mukim, Kuala Selangor Community 
Development Department, Kuala Selangor Agricultural Department, and Kuala Selangor 
District Council, as the advisers.  
 A few years after Kampung Sungai Sireh was divided into Kampung Sungai Sireh 
and Kampung Ampangan, the Sungai Sireh Homestay was joined by other three surrounding 
villages as the host families. The Agro Center is remained at today’s Kampung Ampangan. The 
number of villagers at each village who participate as the host families in the homestay program 
is shown in Table 4.8. Based on the field investigations conducted by the author, out of 40 host 
families, only 11 host families in Kampung Sungai Sireh and Kampung Ampangan have the 
official logo of the Malaysian Homestay Program at their houses (Figure 4.18). 
 Today, the Sungai Sireh Homestay is occupied by 13 members with the former 
village headman of Kampung Sungai Sireh as the chairman, and assisted by a vice chairman and 
11 managers at 10 units: Marketing and Public Relationship, Administration, Homestay (host 
family), Finance, Recreation, Visit, Culture, Handcraft, Meal, and Security (Figure 4.19). Most 
of the homestay committee members are the villagers of today’s Kampung Ampangan who 
were the villagers of former Kampung Sungai Sireh. 
 In 2000, the Homestay Manager: Abu Bakar Moin (a businessman) formed a 
cooperative body called the Sungai Sireh Homestay Cooperative (Koperasi Homestay Sungai 
Sireh Tanjong Karang Berhad) to organize all homestay program activities with more than 20 
youths occupy as the staffs. Since the government organization is not providing financial 
support for the program activities (except for constructing the Agro Center), being organized by 
a cooperative body allows the homestay program to run a smoother management with a 
stabilized financial support from the cooperative members. The cooperative body also created a 
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contract with national and international travel agencies, and The Kuala Selangor National Park 
to keep a continual number of visitors. 
 
Table 4.8. Number of Host Families in Five Participating Villages 12 
Village Name Number of Host Families 
Kampung Sungai Sireh 11 
Kampung Ampangan 15 
Kampung Parit Dua 7 
Kampung Parit Tiga 2 
Kampung Sawah Sempadan 5 
Total 40 
 
 
Figure 4.18. Host Family Houses with the Official Logo at the Sungai Sireh Homestay 
Source: Author, 2014 
 
 
Figure 4.19. Sungai Sireh Homestay Committee Organizational Structure 12 
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4-3-3 Program Activities 
 
 The Sungai Sireh Homestay Committee carries out the activities for the homestay 
program in a variety of packages that can be selected by the tourists and altered according to 
their requests (Table 4.9 and Table 4.10): Let’s Visit the Kampung Package (one day tour), 
Let’s Go Back to Kampung Package (2 days 1 night), Let’s Stay at the Kampung Package (3 
days 2 nights) and Recreational Package (2 days 1 night). Unlike the Banghuris Homestay, 
although the Javanese people mainly occupied the village population, the Javanese meal, 
traditional dance, and musical are not the main attractions in the program activities. Eco-tourism 
activities such as jungle tracking at the National Preserved Forest (located at the north of 
Kampung Ampangan), canoeing at the river (next to the Agro Center), and camping at the oil 
palm plantation are also provided, mainly participated by group of university and 
schoolchildren. Tourists are also offered a trip to nearby local attractions such as the Bukit 
Melawati National Park, Kuala Selangor Firefly Park, and Labu Beach with the transportation 
provided by the homestay committee. 
 Communal meals are held at the Agro Center, which is provided by the Ministry of 
Tourism with a large opened hall, a stage, three meeting rooms, and an administration office, in 
a kenduri style and custom of preparing meals is done by gotong-royong by the homestay 
committee members (Figure 4.20). In some packages, breakfast and dinner are taken at each 
host family house, while in the Recreational Package, all meals are taken at the Agro Center, or 
prepared by the tourists themselves at the camping site. The Recreational Package does not 
involve the host families in the program activities; however, tourists may request to have a meal 
with the host families at their houses. This package is usually selected by groups of university 
and schoolchildren that visit the homestay program with teachers under the school programs. 
  The village headmen from Kampung Sungai Sireh and Kampung Ampangan, who 
are also the homestay committee members and the host families, participate in the program 
activities during the reception by giving opening speeches to give a warm welcome to the 
tourists. Other members of Kampung Sungai Sireh VDSC also participate as homestay 
committee members, host families, and cooperative staffs, performers for cultural shows (Youth 
Bureau) and cooks (Woman Bureau). Moreover, other villagers (paddy field, farm, and SMEs 
factories owners and workers), especially in Kampung Sungai Sireh and Kampung Ampangan 
also participate during the visits to paddy field, farm, and SMEs factory. 
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Table 4.9. Activities Created by the Sungai Sireh Homestay Committee (1) 13 
Packages Price (per 
person) 
Activity  Location  Villager 
Participation 
Let’s Visit 
the 
Kampung 
(one day 
tour) 
RM70 Lunch (kenduri) Agro Center Homestay 
committee, 
cooperative staffs, 
Woman Bureau 
Visit paddy field Individual 
paddy field 
Homestay 
committee, 
cooperative staffs, 
paddy field / farm / 
SMEs owner and 
workers 
Visit oil palm and 
other farms 
Individual farms 
Visit SME factory Individual 
SMEs factory 
Visit a host family 
house (Malay house) 
Host family 
house 
Host family 
Visit Bukit Melawati 
National Park 
Bukit Melawati 
National Park 
Homestay 
committee, 
cooperative staffs Visit Firefly Park Kuala Selangor 
Firefly Park 
Let’s Go 
Back to the 
Kampung (2 
days 1 
night) 
RM146 Breakfast, dinner and 
accommodation with 
the host family 
Host family 
house 
Host family 
Lunch (kenduri) Agro Center Homestay 
committee, 
cooperative staffs, 
Woman Bureau 
Canoeing River Homestay 
committee, 
cooperative staffs 
Jungle tracking The National 
Preserved Forest 
Visit paddy field Individual 
paddy field 
Homestay 
committee, 
cooperative staffs, 
paddy field owner 
Fishing  
Play kite 
Visit SMEs factory 
 
Individual 
SMEs factory 
Homestay 
committee, 
cooperative staffs, 
SMEs owner and 
workers 
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Table 4.10. Activities Created by the Sungai Sireh Homestay Committee (2) 13 
Packages Price (per 
person) 
Activity  Location  Villager 
Participation 
Let’s Stay at 
the 
Kampung (3 
days 2 
nights) 
RM200 Breakfast, dinner and 
accommodation with 
the host family 
Host family 
house 
Host family 
Lunch (kenduri) Agro Center Homestay 
committee, 
cooperative staffs, 
Woman Bureau 
Visit paddy field Individual 
paddy field 
Homestay 
committee, 
cooperative staffs, 
paddy field / farm / 
SMEs owner and 
workers 
Fishing  
Play kite 
Visit oil palm and 
other farms 
Individual farms 
Visit SMEs factory Individual 
SMEs factory 
Visit Bukit Melawati 
National Park 
Bukit Melawati 
National Park 
Homestay 
committee, 
cooperative staffs Visit Firefly Park Kuala Selangor 
Firefly Park 
Watch cultural shows Agro Park Homestay 
committee, 
cooperative staffs, 
Youth Bureau 
Recreational 
(2 days 1 
night) 
RM70 Camping Oil palm 
plantation 
Oil palm owners 
Breakfast, lunch and 
dinner (kenduri) 
Agro Center Homestay 
committee, 
cooperative 
Night walk Kampung 
Ampangan 
Homestay 
committee, 
cooperative 
Canoeing  River  Homestay 
committee, 
cooperative 
Jungle trekking  Jungle  
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Figure 4.20. The Sungai Sireh Homestay Program Activities and Locations 
Source: Author, based on field investigations and interview with the chairman of the Sungai 
Sireh Homestay Cooperative, 2014 
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4-3-4 Statistics and Achievement 
 
 The number of tourists who visited the Sungai Sireh Homestay shows decrease and 
increase; however, this number is recognized among highest numbers of tourists who visited the 
Malaysian Homestay Programs in Malaysia and Selangor (Figure 4.21). The income earned 
from the homestay program also dropped in 2010 but slightly increase on the following years 
(Figure 4.22). In 2012, the Sungai Sireh Homestay reached seventh place in the ‘10 Highest 
Homestay Clusters’.  
 
 
Figure 4.21. Number of Tourists who Visited the Sungai Sireh Homestay 4 
 
 
Figure 4.22. Income Earned from the Sungai Sireh Homestay 4 
0 
1000 
2000 
3000 
4000 
5000 
6000 
7000 
8000 
9000 
2009 2010 2011 2012 
Domestic tourist 
Foreign tourist 
0 
200000 
400000 
600000 
800000 
1000000 
1200000 
2009 2010 2011 2012 
Income (RM) 
 126 
 Most of the domestic tourists who visited are groups of university students, high 
school students associations, and youth associations, and individuals or families. The Sungai 
Sireh Homestay also receives many Chinese and Indian students groups from the local schools. 
The eco-tourism activities in the homestay program and environment of the paddy village attract 
the domestic tourists, especially from the urban areas. Meanwhile, foreign tourists are mostly 
tourists from Korea, Europe, and Singapore. According to the high number of tourists who 
visited and income earned from the homestay program, the Sungai Sireh Homestay was 
awarded with the ‘Malaysian Homestay Program Awards’ by the Ministry of Tourism in 2007, 
2012, and 2013, respectively.  
 
4-3-5 Personal Characteristics 
 
 The characteristics of the Sungai Sireh Homestay can be clarified based on the 
participation of five villages; management style; participation of existing organizations; strategy 
used by the homestay cooperative; and program activities (Ramele and Yamazaki, 2014) 14. The 
successful factors of this homestay program are identified as the good cooperation among five 
villages in the homestay program management and activities; a unique management style by the 
homestay committee, homestay cooperative and a large number of cooperative staffs; the 
connection between the homestay committee, and existing district and village organizations; an 
active strategy used by the homestay cooperative towards its staffs and promotion activities; and 
program activities that include eco-tourism activities. 
 
1) Participation of five villages 
 
 A few years after Kampung Sungai Sireh was divided into two villages: Kampung 
Sungai Sireh and Kampung Ampangan in 2005, the Sungai Sireh Homestay was joined by three 
other surrounding villages. Based on the increasing number of villages participating, the number 
of host families increased from 15 families in 1995 to 40 families in 2014. The homestay 
program activities are also held in all five villages with cooperation from each village headman, 
the VDSC members, and villagers. Being participated with full cooperation from the whole five 
villages is a rare case in the Malaysian Homestay Program and can be considered as one of the 
characteristics in the Sungai Sireh Homestay. 
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2) Management style 
 
 The Sungai Sireh Homestay is being managed by 13 members of the homestay 
committee, while the program activities are organized by the homestay cooperative body with 
more than 20 youths as the staffs. In the Sungai Sireh Homestay, the homestay committee 
commands the main management, the homestay cooperative determines the program activities, 
and the staffs run the program activities. Tourists are always occupied and guided by the staffs 
to ensure their safety within the villages. This management style leads to a better management 
of the homestay program with a strong financial support (from the cooperative body) and a 
large numbers of villagers participating directly in the program activities. It is also recognized 
as a unique management style by the Ministry of Tourism, where a few other homestay 
programs in the ‘10 Highest Homestay Clusters’ are also managed and organized by 
cooperatives.  
 
3) Participation of existing organizations 
 
 The Malaysian Homestay Program is mainly supported by the Ministry of Tourism, 
the Ministry of Rural and Regional Development and other government organizations at the 
national level. Moreover, in the Sungai Sireh Homestay, government organizations at the 
district and mukim levels: Kuala Selangor District Officer, Sungai Burong Political Leader, 
Penghulu of Tanjong Karang Mukim, Kuala Selangor Community Development Department, 
Kuala Selangor Agricultural Department, and Kuala Selangor District Council also participate 
as the advisers to the homestay committee. Members of the existing villages’ organizations 
(VDSC), including the village headmen, also participate as the homestay committee members 
and host families. Unlike other homestay programs in Selangor, where the state is governed by 
the opposition government, the relationship and cooperation between the national and state, 
district and village organizations are the characteristic of this homestay program.  
 
4) Strategy used by the homestay cooperative 
 
 The characteristic of this homestay program may also be clarified based on the 
management and promotion styles conducted by the homestay committee and the homestay 
cooperative body. The homestay cooperative creates strict rules towards the staff’s attire, 
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attitude, and cleanliness, focusing on the tourists satisfaction on the services provided. Tourists 
also receive postcards and traditional games as souvenirs during their visits. The homestay 
committee also held a few contracts with national and international travel agencies to receive 
continual tourists throughout the year. Promotional activities are also actively carried out 
through pamphlets, official blogs, exhibitions, and visits to overseas schools.  
 
5) Program activities 
 
 Program activities created by the homestay committee include daily lifestyle, 
economic, community, and Malay traditional and cultural activities in the village. These 
activities are held at the host family houses, the Agro Center, river, the National Preserved 
Forest, and individual paddy fields and farms. In addition to visiting the agricultural farms 
(paddy field and oil palm farms), the Sungai Sireh Homestay also creates eco-tourism activities, 
as a different attraction compared to other homestay programs in Selangor by applying the 
natural resources of river and the National Preserved Forest at the north part of Kampung 
Ampangan. In this homestay program, tourists may experience canoeing in the river, jungle 
tracking, and camping in the oil palm plantation.  
 
4-3-6 Economic, Environmental, Social, and Cultural Effects 
 
1) Economic Effect 
 
 Tourist who visits the Sungai Sireh Homestay pays the package’s fee to the homestay 
committee (Finance Manager) and this fee will be divided into homestay committee members, 
homestay cooperative staffs, host families, performers (youth bureau), cooks (woman bureau), 
and paddy, farm, and SMEs factory owners.  
 The Sungai Sireh Homestay earned RM440,114.60, and received 6,899 tourists in 
2012, which was recorded as the second highest income received in Selangor and seventh 
highest in the country. This number contributes to an average monthly income of RM36,676.22 
to the homestay program and RM600 for each host family (including homestay committee and 
homestay cooperative members who are also the host family). While the average income of a 
paddy or oil palm farmer in the five villages is RM1,000, participating as a hot family in the 
homestay program offer a higher total average monthly income of RM1,600. Balance of the 
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income (RM12,676.22) divided to other participating villages: homestay cooperative staffs 
woman and youth bureaus, and paddy, farm, and SMEs factory owners. Homestay cooperative 
staffs receive RM700 as permanent salary and some of their incomes are paid by the homestay 
cooperative. SMEs owners also receive additional income from souvenir sales.  
 This income is also used by the homestay committee for the Agro Center 
maintenance. Sometimes, the homestay committee also earns income from the rent of the Agro 
Center hall for individual event such as wedding ceremony and family celebration. The income 
flow of the Sungai Sireh Homestay from the tourists to homestay committee and other 
participating villagers in 2012 is illustrated in Figure 4.23. 
 
2) Environmental Effect 
 
 Like other homestay programs in the country, including the Banghuris Homestay, the 
Ministry of Rural and Regional Development also improves existing and provides new 
infrastructure and public facilities in Kampung Sungai Sireh and Kampung Ampangan. All 
roads and alleys in the villages are paved and repaired. Signboards are equipped at the access 
from the main roads and the town to make the Sungai Sireh Homestay more accessible to 
tourists. The Agro Center was built by the Ministry of Tourism to be used for homestay 
program activities, which has also become one of the important communal facilities for the 
villager daily community activities. Many social events held by the VDSC from both villages 
and wedding ceremonies are held in the Agro Center when the villages are not visited by the 
homestay program tourists. 
 
 
Figure 4.23. The Income Flow of the Sungai Sireh Homestay 
Source: Author, 2014 
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3) Social Effect 
 
 Daily communal activities in a Malay Kampungs rarely involve other communities in 
other villages; therefore, participating in the Sungai Sireh Homestay has strengthened the 
relationship and enhanced the cooperation among the five villages’ villagers, village headmen, 
and the VDSC at each village by their involvement as the homestay committee members, staffs 
and the host families. Similar to the Banghuris Homestay, the custom of kenduri in the program 
activities and gotong-royong during the preparation of the activities allow the five villages’ 
communities to cooperate and interact with each other. Moreover, in the Sungai Sireh Homestay, 
the relationship among the district government organizations, the homestay committee members 
and participating villagers are also strengthened. 
 This homestay program is often visited by non-Malays domestic tourists, especially 
groups of the Chinese and Indian students from the local schools. Visiting the Sungai Sireh 
Homestay allow other races from the Chinese New Villages, Indian settlements in the oil palm 
plantations, and the urban areas to live together with the Malay host families, experience the 
daily lifestyle in the Malay Kampungs and interact among each other. The natural environment 
of the paddy field in the five villages and eco-tourism activities provided by the homestay 
committee also attract Malays and other races from the urban area, indirectly strengthened the 
relationship between the rural and urban people. 
 
4) Cultural Effect 
 
 Although Kampung Sungai Sireh and other four villages are located further from 
Kuala Lumpur (compared to the villages in the Banghuris Homestay), modernization in the 
villager daily lifestyle and the architectural styles of some houses in the villages are clearly seen. 
The Sungai Sireh Homestay is also focusing on the eco-tourism activities and visiting the 
surrounding natural resources. However, participating in the Sungai Sireh Homestay helps the 
villages to prevent further modernization when the participating villagers have to promote the 
typical Malay Kampungs daily lifestyle, kenduri and gotong-royong customs, and the traditional 
Malay and Javanese cuisines and cultures as attractions for the tourists.  
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4-4 The Implementation and Characteristics of the Dorani Homestay (Case 3) 
 
 Chapter 4-4 is written based on field investigations and interviews with the chairman 
of the Sungai Haji Dorani Homestay (which is also known as the Dorani Homestay): Abdul 
Rahman Daud, the chairman of the Dorani Homestay and Resources: Ahmad Jemiran, village 
headman of Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani: Mat Ismail Basir, and a few villagers who are 
participating as the host families. The field investigations and interviews were held between 
July 2012 and September 2014. Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani Profile 15, Dorani Homestay 
Brochure 16, Homestay Program Report 4, and Statistics of Malaysian Homestay Program by 
July 2014 3 are also indicated. 
 
4-4-1 Background of Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani 
 
 The Dorani Homestay was established in 1996 at Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani, a 
paddy village in Panchang Bedena Mukim, Sabak Bernam District, located in the north of 
Selangor. The name of the homestay program is taken from the name of the village.  
 This village was built in 1910s by Javanese people who migrated from Indonesia and 
Malays from surrounding areas. Javanese people began to plan paddy on the inland and Malays 
worked at the coconut farm at the coastal area. The name of the village derived from the name 
of the first village headman: Haji Dorani, an Islamic leader who also led the Javanese people 
from Indonesia during the early migration. In 1932, canals and irrigations were built by the 
British government at the paddy fields and paddy became the main agricultural product in the 
village. During 1941, Chinese people from other areas migrated to the village and started 
opening shops to sell daily necessities, and today, the shops area is known as the Sungai Haji 
Dorani Town. Later, agricultural sectors were developed by the government, villagers began to 
plant oil palm at further inland from the paddy fields, and a new fisherman village was built by 
the Ministry of Agriculture at the coastal area to maintain and develop the fishery sector. This 
fisherman villages is also administered under Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani. 
 The VDSC consists of 24 members and led by the village headman who is assisted 
by a secretary, a bursar, 12 committee members (who are also the kariah leaders) and 9 bureaus: 
Security; Economy; Social and Culture; Education and Human Resource; Religion and Welfare; 
Youth (Youth Bureau), Sports and Recreation; IT and Tourism; Woman and NGO (Woman 
Bureau); and Homestay (Figure 4.24). The kariah leaders represent each surau, which is located 
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at each road in the village, to create an easier connection and relationship between the villagers 
and VDSC. The kariah system is a traditional administration system in a Muslim community, 
where surau (or mosque) plays an important role as a communal facility, which is replaced by 
today’s community hall and VDSC hall provided by the government.  
 Meanwhile, the Homestay Bureau plays a role in managing and organizing a new 
established homestay program by the VDSC (Dorani JKKK Homestay), which is not registered 
with the Ministry of Tourism and managed by the VDSC themselves. 
 Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani consists of a larger area compared to other villages; 
therefore, the government has divided the village further into three smaller parts: Kampung 
Sungai Haji Dorani, Kampung Parit 2/3 Sungai Haji Dorani, and Kampung Parit 3/4 Sungai 
Haji Dorani (Figure 4.25). The three parts are each led by a village headman; however are 
administered as one village, led by the village headman of Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani (on the 
coastal area) under one VDSC.  
 The government also provided communal facilities at this village in a large number 
such as six community halls, a VDSC hall, two security offices, a secondary Islamic school, an 
elementary school, an elementary Islamic school, a Quran school, three kindergartens, two 
Islamic lecturer halls, a mosque, eight surau, a rural clinic, a soccer field, a library, an ICT 
Center, a cemetery, and a Buddhist temple (located at the Sungai Haji Dorani Town). The 
Homestay Activity Center 1 (built by the Ministry of Tourism for the Dorani Homestay and 
Resources) is also used for the VDSC meeting and other community activities when it is not 
visited by tourists. Figure 4.26 shows the locations of these facilities. 
 
 
Figure 4.24. VDSC Organizational Structure at Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani 15 
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Figure 4.25. The Three Parts of Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani 
Source: Author, 2014 
 
 
Figure 4.26. The Locations of Communal Facilities in Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani 
Source: Author, 2014 
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 The community activities held by the VDSC are not documented in the village 
profile; however, according to the village headman, the VDSC conducts religious festivals and 
social activities mostly at the mosque and surau at each road (Table 4.11). Like the Javanese 
community in Kampung Sungai Sireh, Javanese community in this village also practices the 
baraan activity during Eid Fitri festival. Here, the Javanese traditional dance and musical of 
barongan (the dance of talking animals, which originates from Indonesia) that can be rarely 
seen in Malaysia today are also remained to be the main performance during a wedding 
ceremony.  
 According to the Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani Profile, the area of this village is 
1,660 acres and the population today reached 2,042 (475 families), with 1,972 Malays, 67 
Chinese, and 3 Indians. 79% of the villagers are farmers (mostly plant paddy, followed by 
coconut, vegetable and oil palm), and others are working as fishermen (at the fisherman village) 
and SMEs owners. Products of the SMEs are mainly traditional cookies, medicine, tapioca chips, 
and frozen food.  
 
Table 4.11. Community Activities at Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani 
Activities  Location  
Daily 
activities 
Prayer  Mosque and each surau 
Monthly 
activities 
VDSC meeting VDSC hall / Homestay Activity 
Center 1 
Annual 
activities 
Baraan (Eid Fitri) Individual houses 
Animal Slaughtering Event (Eid Adha) Mosque  
Occasional 
activities 
Wedding ceremony Mosque and individual house 
Funeral  Mosque, surau and individual house 
Cleaning canals and paddy fields The whole village 
Source: Author, based on interview with the village headman of Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani, 
2014 
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 In 2014, villagers at four other surrounding villages: Kampung Peket 20, Kampung 
Sungai Leman, Kampung Parit 2 and Kampung Sungai Nipah, have joined Kampung Sungai 
Haji Dorani to participate in the Dorani Homestay as the host families due to its development 
and growth as a successful homestay program in Selangor, recognized by the Ministry of 
Tourism. Today, as recorded in the Statistics of Malaysian Homestay Program by July 2014 by 
the Ministry of Tourism, the Dorani Homestay is participated by 5 villages and 20 families as 
the host families; however, the number of host families remained in a small number compared 
to other homestay programs in Selangor. Figure 4.27 shows the areas of Kampung Sungai Haji 
Dorani and surrounding villages that participate in the Dorani Homestay. 
 
 
Figure 4.27. The Areas of Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani and Surrounding Villages 
Source: Author, 2014 
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4-4-2 Dorani Homestay Committee 
 
 Dorani Homestay was established in 1996 when an officer from the Ministry of 
Agriculture encouraged the villagers to participate in the Malaysian Homestay Program after 
realizing the increasing issues of depopulation and empty rooms in the Malay houses (due to the 
youth migration to the urban areas). During its establishment, the chairman of the farmers’ 
association, Ahmad Jemiran, was selected as the chairman of the homestay committee, with 8 
families as the host families. The homestay program activities were carried out at the Homestay 
Activity Center 1, constructed by the Ministry of Tourism at the chairman’s house compound. 
 In 2009, a new homestay committee (today’s Dorani Homestay Committee) was 
established by Abdul Rahman Daud (a government worker) due to the increasing number of 
tourists who visited to the Dorani Homestay. The Homestay Activity Center 2 was built at the 
Daud’s house compound for the new homestay program activities. Today, there are 36 families 
as the host families; however, only 20 families (under the new homestay committee) are 
registered with the Ministry of Tourism. The homestay committee under Jemiran is now 
renamed as the Dorani Homestay and Resource, and being managed as an individual homestay 
program with 16 host families. Figure 4.28 shows the locations of the host families’ houses with 
official logos. 
 Moreover, in 2010, the VDSC of Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani created a new 
homestay program (Dorani JKKK Homestay), with the village headman as the chairman of the 
homestay committee and Homestay Bureau members in the VDSC as the committee members; 
however, there is no host family provided in this homestay program. The number of host 
families and tourists who visited the homestay program, and income earned from the homestay 
program in the Dorani Homestay and Resource, and the Dorani JKKK Homestay are not 
recorded by the Ministry of Tourism; nevertheless, these three homestay programs sometimes 
cooperate with each other in providing accommodations for the tourists and during their 
program activities. 
 The Dorani Homestay Committee today is managed by 13 members, with Abdul 
Rahman Daud as the chairman, assisted by a vice chairman, a secretary, a bursar, two 
accountants, and seven committee members (Figure 4.29). 
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Figure 4.28. Host Family Houses with the Official Logo at the Dorani Homestay 
Source: Author, 2014 
 
 
Figure 4.29. Dorani Homestay Committee Organizational Structure 
Source: Author, based on interview with the chairman of the Dorani Homestay Committee, 
2014 
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4-4-3 Program Activities 
 
 The program activities provided by the Dorani Homestay Committee are created 
based on village’s lifestyle, economic, community, and cultural activities that are mainly 
popular in the Javanese community. Table 4.12 and Table 4.13 show three packages created by 
the homestay committee that can be selected and altered due to tourists requests: One Day 
Package, 2 Days 1 Night Package, and 3 Days 2 Nights Package.  
 At the Dorani Homestay, in addition to experiencing the lifestyle in a paddy village, 
eating nasi ambeng (Javenese cuisine) and watching Javanese traditional dance and musical 
performances: barongan (animal dance), kuda kepang (horse dance), silat (self-defense art), 
gamelan (musical performance), and wayang kulit (puppet theater), become the main program 
activities. Communal meals are held in a kenduri style and custom of preparing meals is done 
by gotong-royong by the homestay committee and the existing Woman Bureau (from VDSC) 
members. The Youth Bureau members from the VDSC also participate as performers during the 
cultural show. Other villagers (paddy field, farm, and SMEs factory owners) also participate in 
the program activities during tourists visits. 
 Figure 4.30 shows the examples of the activities and their locations that are focusing 
within the area of Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani. Most activities are held at the Homestay 
Activity Center 2. The program activities are also conducted at individual paddy field, farm, and 
SMEs factory.  
 
Table 4.12. Packages and Activities Created by the Dorani Homestay Committee (1) 15 
Package Price Activities Location Villager Participation 
One day RM65 Visit SMEs factory Individual 
SMEs 
factory 
Homestay committee, 
SMEs owner 
Lunch (nasi ambeng kenduri) Homestay 
Activity 
Center 2 
Homestay committee, 
Woman Bureau 
Paint batik Homestay committee 
Experience paddy harvesting 
Play kite 
Fishing eel at the paddy field Paddy field Homestay committee, 
paddy field owner 
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Table 4.13. Packages and Activities Created by the Dorani Homestay Committee (2) 15 
Package Price Activities Location Villager Participation 
2 days 1 
night 
RM120 Welcome ceremony, lunch (nasi 
ambeng kenduri) 
Homestay 
Activity 
Center 2 
Homestay committee, 
Woman Bureau 
Paint batik Homestay committee 
Experience paddy harvesting 
Play kite 
Fishing eel at the paddy field Paddy field Homestay committee, 
paddy field owner Night walk 
Accommodation, dinner, 
breakfast with host family 
Host family 
house 
Host family 
Visit oil palm, coconut, mango 
farms 
Individual 
farm 
Homestay committee, 
farm owners 
Visit SMEs factory Individual 
SMEs 
factory 
Homestay committee, 
SMEs owner 
Farewell ceremony Homestay 
Activity 
Center 2 
Homestay committee 
3 days 2 
nights 
RM198 Welcome ceremony, tea, dinner 
(nasi ambeng kenduri) 
Homestay 
Activity 
Center 2 
Homestay committee, 
Woman Bureau 
Night walk Paddy field 
Accommodation, dinner, 
breakfast with host family 
Host family 
house 
Host family 
Paint batik Homestay 
Activity 
Center 2 
Homestay committee 
Experience paddy harvesting 
Play kite 
Fishing eel at the paddy field Paddy field Homestay committee, 
paddy field owner 
Cultural shows: barongan / silat 
/ kuda kepang / gamelan / 
wayang kulit 
Homestay 
Activity 
Center 2 
Homestay committee, 
Youth Bureau 
Visit oil palm, coconut, mango 
farms 
Individual 
farm 
Homestay committee, 
farm owners 
Visit SMEs factory Individual 
SMEs 
factory 
Homestay committee, 
SMEs owner 
Lunch, farewell ceremony Homestay 
Activity 
Center 2 
Homestay committee, 
Woman Bureau 
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Figure 4.30. The Dorani Homestay Program Activities and Locations 
Source: Author, based on field investigations and interview with the chairman of the Dorani 
Homestay, 2014 
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4-4-4 Statistics and Achievement 
 
 Figure(s) 4.31 and 4.32 show that the statistics on the number of tourists who visited 
and income earned by the Dorani Homestay have been decreasing and increasing slightly from 
2009 until 2012; however, this number is evaluated among the three highest incomes of all 
homestay programs in Selangor. Many of the villagers consider their participation in the 
homestay program as an additional activity for the weekend. Moreover, participating in this 
program is not mainly to gain economic benefit, but to promote their long-lost Malay-Javanese 
culture and tradition such as eating nasi ambeng and performing the dance of barongan. Most 
of the tourists having visited the Dorani Homestay are the domestic tourists: groups of school 
students from elementary school to university level, government and private organization 
workers, and families. The domestic tourists include Malays from the urban area, and Chinese 
and Indians from the Chinese New Village, Indian settlement in the oil palm plantation, and the 
urban areas. The Dorani Homestay is also often used as an accommodation when a wedding 
ceremony or any religious festival is held inside or surrounding the village.  
 
 
Figure 4.31. Number of Tourists who Visited the Dorani Homestay 4 
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Figure 4.32. Income Earned from the Dorani Homestay 4 
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2) Cooperation by three homestay programs 
 
 Although only 20 families are recorded as the host families, there are other two 
homestay programs actively being conducted in the village, which is not registered under the 
Ministry of Tourism. The independence of the Dorani Homestay and Resource, and the new 
establishment of the Dorani JKKK Homestay are considered as an achievement among the 
community to be involved in the tourism sector. The homestay program also creates a new 
relationship among these three homestay programs, and between existing organization of VDSC 
and the homestay committee, when they cooperate with each other for tourists accommodation 
and during the program activities.  
 
3) Typical environment of a paddy village 
 
 The shade and windy atmosphere, the sound of chickens from the chicken hoot from 
behind the traditional Malay houses, and the beautiful landscape of paddy field have created 
Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani as an example of a typical Malay Kampungs environment. The 
traditional Malay houses are also well preserved and far from modernization. In 1990, the 
Ministry of Rural and Regional Development recognized this village as the ‘Most Beautiful 
Village’ in Selangor due to its high evaluation on traditional and historical environment and 
landscape. This village is also selected as a drama or movie shooting location for a few times, 
where the actors and crews stay at the host family house during the shooting days.  
 
4) Regeneration of long-lost Javanese culture 
 
 The Dorani Homestay also plays an important role in bringing the long-lost Javanese 
traditional cuisine (nasi ambeng), and musical and dance performance (barongan) back to the 
community. The strong Javanese community in this village on preserving their culture and 
tradition attracts most of the domestic tourists: Malay, Chinese, and Indians, from other villages 
and the urban areas. 
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4-4-6 Economic, Environmental, Social, and Cultural Effects 
 
1) Economic effect 
 
 Tourist who visits the Dorani Homestay pays the package’s fee to the homestay 
committee (chairman or bursar) and this fee will be divided into homestay committee members, 
host families, performers (youth bureau), cooks (woman bureau), and other villagers who 
participate in the program activities. The payment differs according to their types of 
participation. 
 The Dorani Homestay earned RM287,520, and received 5,091 tourists in 2012, 
which was recorded as the third highest income received in Selangor. This number contributes 
to an average monthly income of RM23,960 to the homestay program and RM772.90 for each 
host family (including homestay committee members who are also the host family). While the 
average income of a paddy farmer in Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani is RM700, participating as a 
host family in the homestay program offer a higher total average monthly income of 
RM1,472.90. Balance of the income (RM8,502) is divided to other participating villagers: 
woman and youth bureaus, and paddy, farm, and SMEs factory owners. SMEs owners also 
receive additional income from souvenir sales. 
 This income is also used by the homestay committee for the Dorani Homestay chalet 
and Homestay Activity Center 2 maintenance. The income flow of the Dorani Homestay in 
2012 is illustrated in Figure 4.33. 
 
 
Figure 4.33. The Income Flow of the Dorani Homestay 
Source: Author, 2014 
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 Involvement in the Malaysian Homestay Program also allowed the Dorani Homestay 
Committee to manage a new chalet, which is located at the Homestay Activity Center 2, for 
individual tourists who wish to stay separately from the host families and without participating 
in the program activities. This chalet was built with the income earned from the Dorani 
Homestay and is being recognized by the Ministry of Tourism as an achievement of the 
committee to be able to manage a new business. 
 
2) Environmental effect 
 
 Like the Banghuris Homestay and the Sungai Sireh Homestay, the Ministry of Rural 
and Regional Development also improves existing and provides new infrastructure and public 
facilities in Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani. All roads and alleys in the village are paved and 
repaired, and signboards are equipped at the access from the main roads and the town to make it 
more accessible to tourists. More bridges are built at the canals and irrigations for the villagers 
and tourist convenience at the paddy field. The Homestay Activity Center 1 was built by the 
Ministry of Tourism to be used for program activities of the previous Dorani Homestay, and is 
still used for the new Dorani Homestay and Resources, and for village community activities. 
 
3) Social effect 
 
 Daily community activities in Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani rarely involve other 
communities in other villages; therefore, participating in the Dorani Homestay has strengthened 
the relationship and enhanced cooperation among five villages by their involvement as the host 
families. Similar to the Banghuris Homestay and the Sungai Sireh Homestay, the custom of 
kenduri and gotong-royong in the program activities allow the five villages’ communities to 
cooperate and interact with each other.  
 This homestay program is also often visited by Malays in the urban areas, and the 
Chinese and Indians from other villages and the urban areas. Visiting the Dorani Homestay 
contributes to an opportunity for the Chinese and Indians to stay with the Malay host families, 
experience the daily lifestyle at the Malay Kampungs, and to interact with each other. The 
typical environment of a paddy village and the undamaged traditional Malay houses in 
Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani and surrounding villages also attract other Malays from the urban 
area and enhance the interaction between Malays in the urban and rural areas. 
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4) Cultural effect 
 
 As being described as one of the personal characteristics of the Dorani Homestay, in 
this homestay program, the traditional dance of barongan is regenerated and performed by the 
Youth Bureau members from the VDSC during the program activities. Moreover, the Dorani 
Homestay also encouraged the participating villagers to keep preserving their Javanese identity 
such as through the cuisine of nasi ambeng and the custom of baraan as the attractions for the 
tourists. They are also encouraged to avoid any modernization on their traditional houses to 
preserve the title of the village as a Malay Kampungs with the typical environment of a paddy 
village. 
 
 Findings show that there are less negative effects from the three homestay programs 
on the economy, environment, society, and culture of three villages. This is due to volunteerism 
in participating in the Malaysian Homestay Program according to the interest on tourism 
activity and awareness to develop incomes and preserve their cultures and traditions among the 
villagers. Although the effects of modernization can be seen in their daily lifestyles such as the 
use of modern vehicles and modern facilities in their houses, the traditional environment of 
Malay Kampungs can still be witnessed through their custom of gotong-royong and kenduri 
during community activities. Villagers also feel delighted to see the increasing number of 
tourists visiting the villages. Moreover, tourists are advised to wear and behave properly 
according to the culture and tradition in Malay Kampungs (Islamic culture) before visiting to 
show their respect to the local villagers. 
 
4-4-7 Unregistered Homestay Programs in Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani 
 
 As being described before, there are other two homestay programs exist in Kampung 
Sungai Haji Dorani in addition to the Dorani Homestay; however, are not being registered under 
the Malaysian Homestay Program by the Ministry of Tourism. Nevertheless, these two 
homestay programs provide more accommodations and similar homestay programs to the 
tourists, and cooperate with the Dorani Homestay.  
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4-4-7-1 Dorani Homestay and Resources 
 
 The Dorani Homestay and Resources was the previous Dorani Homestay before it is 
managed individually when the new Dorani Homestay was established in 2009. This homestay 
program is managed by 29 homestay committee members, led by the chairman (the chairman of 
the farmers’ association in the area) and each members have their own roles in the Marketing, 
Activity, Reception, Preparation, Art and Culture, and Accommodation (Figure 4.34). 16 
persons among the homestay committee members also participate as the host families to provide 
more than 32 rooms for the tourists. 
 This homestay program provides similar program activities to the tourists but with 
slightly cheaper prices: One Day Package, 2 Days 1 Night Package, and 3 Days 2 Nights 
Package (Table 4.14). Most of the program activities are held at the Homestay Activity Center 2 
and at individual paddy field, farm, and SMEs factory. The meal (during kenduri) is prepared by 
the homestay committee members themselves at the chairman’s house, and the cultural show is 
performed by a group of youth performers owned by the homestay committee. The traditional 
Javanese dance of barongan is also performed in this homestay program. However, the number 
of tourists who visited and income earned from this program are not properly recorded nor 
submitted to the Ministry of Tourism. 
 
 
Figure 4.34. The Organizational Structure of the Dorani Homestay and Resources 18 
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Table 4.14. Packages and Program Activities Created by the Dorani Homestay and Resources 
Committee 18 
Package Price Activities Location Villager 
Participation 
One day RM60 Lunch (nasi ambeng kenduri) Homestay 
Activity 
Center 1 
Homestay 
committee Paint batik 
Experience paddy harvesting 
Fishing eel at the paddy field Paddy field Homestay 
committee, paddy 
field owner 
2 days 1 
night 
RM120 Welcome ceremony, lunch 
(nasi ambeng kenduri) 
Homestay 
Activity 
Center 1 
Homestay 
committee 
Paint batik 
Experience paddy harvesting 
Fishing eel at the paddy field Paddy field Homestay 
committee, paddy 
field owner 
Night walk 
Accommodation, dinner, 
breakfast with host family 
Host family 
house 
Host family 
Visit mango farms Individual 
farm 
Homestay 
committee, farm 
owners 
Visit SMEs factory Individual 
SMEs factory 
Homestay 
committee, SMEs 
owner 
3 days 2 
nights 
RM180 Welcome ceremony, tea, 
dinner (nasi ambeng kenduri) 
Homestay 
Activity 
Center 1 
Homestay 
committee 
Night walk Paddy field 
Accommodation, dinner, 
breakfast with host family 
Host family 
house 
Host family 
Paint batik Homestay 
Activity 
Center 1 
Homestay 
committee Experience paddy harvesting 
Play kite 
Fishing eel at the paddy field Paddy field Homestay 
committee, paddy 
field owner 
Cultural shows: barongan / 
silat / kuda kepang / gamelan / 
wayang kulit 
Homestay 
Activity 
Center 1 
Homestay 
committee 
Visit mango farms Individual 
farm 
Homestay 
committee, farm 
owners 
Visit SMEs factory Individual 
SMEs factory 
Homestay 
committee, SMEs 
owner 
 
 149 
4-4-7-2 Dorani Homestay JKKK 
 
 The Dorani Homestay JKKK was established by the Homestay Bureau, one of the 
bureaus in the VDSC (also known as the JKKK in Malay) in 2010 with five bureau members 
(Figure 4.35). The village headman (also the chairman of the VDSC) is the adviser and the 
leader of this bureau, assisted by a secretary, a bursary, a safety manager, and a committee 
member. The secretary and the bursary of this bureau are also the secretary and the bursary of 
the VDSC.  
 The establishment of this homestay program at first was to provide an 
accommodation (an existing traditional Malay house or a new built Malay house with no host 
family) for the outsiders who visit the village for a wedding ceremony or families during school 
holidays and religious festivals. These houses are located along at the main roads to be easily 
accessed by the visitors and provided with complete furniture and basic facilities. However, due 
to the increasing number of visitors and tourists of the Dorani Homestay and the Dorani 
Homestay and Resources, this homestay program started providing program activities provided 
in 11 packages. Table 4.15 shows the packages and activities in this homestay program are not 
fixed but may be selected by the tourists themselves. These activities are managed and 
conducted by the Homestay Bureau members and other VDSC members. There are also some 
other villagers that participate as the host families to provide accommodations and meals at their 
houses; however are not registered under the Ministry of Tourism. 
 Since the VDSC is governed under the state and district government, villagers 
participating in this homestay program receives trainings and courses from the government such 
as English Communication Course, Financial Course, and Tourism Course to provide basic 
knowledge and skill on business and management. Nevertheless, like the Dorani Homestay and 
Resources, the Dorani Homestay JKKK also does not recorded the number of tourists who 
visited and income, nor submitted to the Ministry of Tourism. 
 
 
Figure 4.35. The Organizational Structure of the Dorani Homestay JKKK 15 
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Table 4.15. Packages and Program Activities Created by the Homestay Bureau 19 
Packages  Kampung Visit One Day 
2 Days 1 Night 
District Visit One Day 
2 Days 1 Night 
Malay House 
Malay House and Kampung Visit 
Academic Research  
Host Family 
Fishing (river/sea) 
Recreation 
Family Day 
Let’s Shopping 
School Holiday 
Program Activities Visit paddy field 
Visit Sungai Haji Dorani Town 
Visit SMEs factory 
Visit oil palm, banana, and mango farms 
Visit evening market 
Visit historic sites 
Play kite 
Fishing at the fishing pond 
Fishing eel at the paddy field 
Play traditional games 
Watch cultural shows 
Prices  Adult: From RM20 per person 
School student: From RM15 per person 
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4-5 Other Malaysian Homestay Programs in Selangor 
 
 Field investigations and interviews with the villagers were also conducted at three 
lowest ranking of the homestay programs in Selangor: Kampung Kundang Homestay, Kampung 
Batu Laut Homestay, and Sepintas Homestay (Table 4.16). Kampung Kundang Homestay, 
which was established at a farm village, provides 25 host families and 55 rooms for 110 tourists 
at a time. Kampung Batu Laut Homestay, also established at a farm village, provides 17 host 
families and 22 rooms for 44 tourists at a time. Sepintas Homestay, located at a paddy village, 
provides 20 host families and 20 rooms for 40 tourists at a time. 
 
Table 4.16. Numbers of Tourists and Income of the Malaysian Homestay Programs in Selangor 
(2) 4 
 Homestay Name Type of 
Village(s) 
Participating 
Number of Tourists Incomes 
Domestic Foreign  
1 Banghuris Farm  3,185 4,139 RM543,849 
2 Sungai Sireh Paddy  6,388 511 RM440,114 
3 Sungai Haji Dorani Paddy  4,627 464 RM287,520 
4 Air Mani Paddy  2,136 529 RM272,487 
5 Sungai Kertas Planned  1,784 73 RM144,378 
6 Kampung Endah  Farm  5,608 8 RM124,745 
7 Kanchong Darat  Farm  1,909 1,080 RM108,960 
8 Papitusulem Paddy  700 0 RM84,465 
9 Batu 23  Paddy  2,435 8 RM74,733 
10 Sungai Lang Tengah Farm  1,100 0 RM35,244 
11 Seri Kayangan  Paddy  242 0 RM24,602 
12 Sungai Tenggi  FELDA  185 0 RM17,600 
13 Kampung Kundang Farm  283 50 RM17,300 
14 Kampung Batu Laut  Farm  85 0 RM4,650 
15 Sepintas  Paddy  70 0 RM1,100 
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 Both Kampung Kundang Homestay and Kampung Batu Laut Homestay were firstly 
established by the Ministry of Agriculture under the agricultural development program, which 
aimed to enhance the villager income and to solve the poverty issues in the villages. In 1995, 
both homestay programs were relocated to the Ministry of Tourism for the Malaysian Homestay 
Program to receive more supports from other government organizations.  
 However, the investigations at these homestay programs, including at the Sepintas 
Homestay showed a passive movement by the homestay committees, where there are no 
promotional activities held and information (pamphlet or brochure) provided to promote the 
homestay programs. The Homestay Activity Center at each village is also not functioning or be 
used for any homestay program or villages’ community activities. Interviews with the villagers 
in the three villages also showed that most of the villagers are not acknowledging about the 
Malaysian Homestay Program, or the homestay program in their villages.  
 Based on the interview with the Ministry of Tourism, the unsuccessful factors to 
these homestay programs are caused by no interest among the villagers on tourism and 
management activities; confusion among tourists when the homestay programs are both 
managed under the programs held by the Ministry of Agriculture, and the Malaysian Homestay 
Program; and when there are some host families participate at earliest stage only to receive 
financial support for their houses reformation.  
 To solve these issues, the Ministry of Tourism carried out a few strategies: to help 
promoting all homestay programs in Malaysia by locating them in the GPS and Google Maps 
for easier information access; to create the Top 10 List of Highest Homestay Clusters as models 
for other homestay programs; and to actively conduct the inspections on participating villages 
and host families from over a three year period.  
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4-6 Malay House as Tourist Accommodation 
 
 The Malaysian Homestay Program is closely related to the Malay Kampungs (as the 
location), the villagers (mainly as the homestay committee members and the host families), and 
the Malay houses in the Malay Kampungs (as the accommodation). A Malay house is referred 
to a traditional house inhabited by a Malay family, who mainly populate the Malay Kampungs. 
However, most of the Malay houses that can be found today have been influenced by the 
urbanization and modernization, and a typical traditional Malay house with the original 
materials and architectural style can hardly be seen. 
 A research by the author was carried out in 2014 on selected Malay houses of 
villagers who participate as the host families in the Banghuris Homestay (Ramele and 
Yamazaki, 2014) 20. This research is aimed to clarify the transformation occurred on a Malay 
house and its usage after participating in the Malaysian Homestay Program. 
 
4-6-1 Traditional Malay House 
 
 Nasir and Teh (1996) indicated that the characteristics of each Malay house in each 
state of Malaysia and described that a Malay house can be defined as ‘a traditional house, which 
is occupied by Malays who live in the rural villages, and a house that is built according to terms 
of lifestyle and custom of Malays’ 21.  
 According to Lim (1987) 22 and Gibbs (1987) 23, a traditional Malay house can be 
described from its typical characteristics of the external environment: raised house level, storage 
space under the house, compound with no boundary, drainage under the kitchen, well, a jitra 
toilet (a traditional toilet without a proper sewerage system), attap roof, and coconut trees that 
are planted surrounding the house (Figure 4.36). The Malay house can be divided into two 
parts: the rumah ibu (the main house; rumah means house and ibu means mother in Malay) and 
the rumah dapur (the kitchen house; rumah means house and dapur means kitchen in Malay). 
In some states, these two houses are connected by a selang (corridor). The space under the 
rumah ibu is used for storing farming tools, farming products, or bicycle, while the space under 
the rumah dapur is used as drainage for the kitchen. The well and toilet are built separated with 
quite a distance from the house. 
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Figure 4.36. The External Environment of a Traditional Malay House 22 
 
 Gibbs (1987) also described that the rumah ibu is considered as the most important 
part of a Malay house since the woman spends most of her time in the house and carries out the 
duties of the household while the man is working outside 23. Rumah ibu is used as a space for 
entertaining guests during day and as a sleeping space for the family during night (Figure 4.37). 
The male members of the family and guests usually use the entrance located in front of the 
rumah ibu, which is called anjung (veranda). Meanwhile, the rumah dapur is used for the 
female members in the family and children, who use the entrance located adjacent to rumah 
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dapur, or sometimes located at the selang. The spatial usage in a Malay house is influenced by 
the religion (Islam), which discourages relationship between male and female outside the 
family. 
 The multifunctional spaces of Malay house and the separated built system of rumah 
ibu and rumah dapur, allows the house to be extended at any part of the house. In the traditional 
additional system, serambi samanaik (the hanging veranda), serambi samanaik (the same level 
of veranda), and lepau (relaxing area) are built adjacent to the rumah ibu as extension areas to 
provide more space. These additional areas are separated from the original spaces with different 
levels of the floors. The rumah ibu, which is the most important and respectful space, has to be 
maintained at the highest level. 
 
 
Figure 4.37. The Spatial Usage in the Traditional Malay House 23 
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 Ahmad (1998) stated in his research that the design of a Malay house is influenced 
by the concept of sharing cooperation, which can be referred to the Malay culture and lifestyle24. 
The wide space of rumah ibu, the open space of anjung, large numbers of windows, minimal 
partitions in the house, and the open space under the house reflect neighborliness and satisfy the 
communal needs of the residents. The openness of the internal space and the compound and the 
floor culture of Malays allow the inhabitants to held kenduri for wedding ceremony and other 
religious events in the house and gotong-royong works on the compound.  
 
4-6-2 Modernized Malay House 
 
 Gibbs (1987) clarified that the modernization on Malay houses began during the 
British colonial period, when galvanized iron was brought into the country in available 
quantities, replacing attap for the roof 23. Galvanized iron gives some advantages to the villagers 
due to the cheaper price, safe from fire, and easier for maintenance. At the same time, Malay 
culture started to alter when concrete become the new construction material replacing timber, 
and modern furniture and electronic device were introduced. The royal families moved out from 
their palaces to live in the air-conditioned buildings that made of concrete. The villagers started 
to buy furniture and extending their houses for a bigger scale. Partitions and walls were 
introduced to provide privacy for the schoolchildren to study. A proper drainage system was 
brought into the house causing part of the house (usually the rumah dapur, which contains the 
kitchen) dropped to the ground on a concrete slab. 
 Figure 4.38 shows the modernization of a Malay house. Gibbs and the author have 
concluded the results from research. It can be clarified that the characteristic of male-female 
separated space in the rumah ibu and rumah dapur is weakening due to transformation from the 
wide space into a construction of private bedrooms. To provide larger space of living room for 
guest and family members, extension is also done at the rumah ibu and sometimes the entrance 
of anjung is moved due to the construction of the rooms inside the rumah ibu. 
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Figure 4.38. The Modernization on a Malay House 
Source: Author, based on Gibbs (1987) 23, 2014 
 
4-6-3 Malaysian Homestay Program’s Host Family House 
 
 Many of the Malay Kampungs participate in the Malaysian Homestay Program as a 
solution to the issue of empty rooms in the Malay houses occurred due to the migration of the 
villager children to the urban areas. The empty rooms, mainly that are located at the rumah ibu 
(the most important part of the Malay house and used to be the space used for the male and 
guests) are used by the host families as the tourists rooms, and the family members move to the 
rooms located at the rumah dapur. 
 The research conducted by the author in 2014 was aimed to identify the new spatial 
usage of Malay house due to the participation in the Malaysian Homestay Program. Banghuris 
Homestay in Selangor was selected as a case study, where 5 houses of the villagers who 
participate as the host families in this program were selected as the case studies according to the 
external survey (existing traditional architecture of raised house level, timber structure, rumah 
ibu and rumah ibu) and accessibility for field investigations. Figure 4.39 shows the results of 
this research. 
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Figure 4.39. The Spatial Usage of the Host Family Houses in Banghuris Homestay 20 
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 It has been found that at all five houses, anjung and rumah ibu are used as tourist 
entrance, living room, and bedrooms. In this living room, the family members will be spending 
time interacting and having meals with the tourists during their stay. Meanwhile, rumah dapur 
has becoming the family entrance, living room, bedrooms, and kitchen. For the houses built 
with more than two meters of raised house level: case 3, case 4 and case 5, the space under the 
house is used for both tourists and family external living room, where sometimes meals are 
served here for the tourists. In case 2, a new built house is constructed separately on the house 
compound to provide more bedrooms for the tourists. Here, tourists have more privacy due to 
the private bathroom and toilet in the new house.  
 After participating in the Malaysian Homestay Program, the family bedrooms in the 
rumah ibu are transformed into tourist bedrooms and the family will be sleeping in the 
bedrooms located in the rumah dapur or in the extension part at the side or the back of the 
house. Due to this transformation, rumah dapur is becoming the space mainly used by the 
tourists, and rumah dapur as the space mainly used by the family members. Here, the tourists 
visit Banghuris Homestay almost on every weekend, sometimes on the weekdays, and the host 
families receive more than 100 tourists every year at their houses. Therefore, for easier 
maintenances, the host families spend their daily activities in the rumah dapur, the extension 
part, or at the space under the house including on the days when the tourists are not visiting. 
 Figure 4.40 shows the transformation on the spatial usage of the Malay house, from 
the traditional Malay house into modernization era and during the participation in the Malaysian 
Homestay Program. It can be clearly seen that the separated spatial usage (of male and female) 
has disappeared during modernization era, and further recreated the separated spatial usage (of 
tourist and family).  
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Figure 4.40. The Transformation on Spatial Usage of the Malay House 20 
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4-7 Summary             
 
 By July 2014, there are 15 homestay programs created in Selangor, participated by 
34 villages and 443 host families, and provides 709 rooms. The Banghuris Homestay, the 
Sungai Sireh Homestay, and the Dorani Homestay are three homestay programs that are ranked 
as the most successful homestay programs in the state according to the income earned from the 
homestay program and number of tourists visited. 
 The Banghuris Homestay was established in three farm villages: Kampung Bukit 
Bangkong, Kampung Hulu Chuchoh, and Kampung Hulu Teris that located at Sepang District. 
The achievement of the Banghuris Homestay is contributed by its characteristics: being 
established by three villages; consists of the largest number of host families and tourists rooms; 
active promotional activity by the homestay committee; the most developed agricultural 
technology and SMEs that bring many visitors from other villagers; and the mixed 
Malay-Javanese culture in the three villages communities. 
 The Sungai Sireh Homestay was also established in 1995 at a paddy village, 
Kampung Sungai Sireh, which is located at Kuala Selangor District. The characteristics of this 
homestay program can be clarified from the participation of five villages in the program 
activities and as the host families; the unique management style of the homestay committee, 
homestay cooperative and cooperative staffs; the participation of existing district government 
organizations and village organization; strategy used by the homestay cooperative on its staffs 
and promotion activities; and program activities that also include eco-tourism activities. 
 Meanwhile, the Dorani Homestay was established in 1996 at a paddy village, 
Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani, located at the district of Sabak Bernam. The characteristics of 
this homestay program can be clarified by the participation of five villages as the host families; 
cooperation by other two unregistered homestay programs (the Dorani Homestay and Resources, 
and the Dorani Homestay JKKK) on program activities and tourists accommodations; the 
typical environment of a paddy village and the traditional Malay houses in Kampung Sungai 
Haji Dorani; and the regeneration of long-lost Javanese culture and tradition in the program 
activities. 
 However, passive movement by the homestay committees on promoting the 
homestay programs and fully using the Homestay Activity Center; no interest among villagers 
on tourism and management activities; confusion among tourists on the homestay programs 
managed under the Malaysian Homestay Programs and other program; and host families 
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participate at earliest stage only to receive financial support for their houses, are the reasons to 
the unsuccessful at the three homestay programs with the lowest incomes and number of tourists 
in the state. 
 Meanwhile, the Malaysian Homestay Program also effects on the Malay houses in 
the Malay Kampungs, mainly at the host family houses. The Malay house can be basically 
divided into two parts: the rumah ibu (a space for male and guest) and rumah dapur (space for 
female and children). In a modernized Malay house, the roles of these two parts are weakening 
due to the construction of walls and partitions to provide bedrooms in the house, and use of 
modern construction materials and furniture. However, after participating in the Malaysian 
Homestay Program, a new spatial usage of Malay house is identified, where functions of these 
two parts are regenerated. The rumah ibu becomes the space mainly used by tourist, and rumah 
dapur as a space mainly used by the family. 
 
References 
 
1. Ministry of Urban Wellbeing, Housing and Local Government. Master Plan for Traditional 
and Planned Settlements in Local Government Areas of Peninsular Malaysia, 2010. 
2. Department of Statistics Malaysia. Basic Population Characteristics by Administration 
Districts, 2010. 
3. Ministry of Tourism. Statistics of Malaysian Homestay Program by July 2014, 2014. 
4. Ministry of Tourism. Homestay Program Report: Selangor, 2012. 
5. Ministry of Tourism. Malaysian Homestay Program Official Portal: 
www.go2homestay.com 
6. VDSC Kampung Bukit Bangkong. Kampung Bukit Bangkong Profile, 2013. 
7. VDSC Kampung Hulu Chuchoh. Kampung Hulu Chuchoh Profile, 2013. 
8. VDSC Kampung Hulu Teris. Kampung Hulu Teris Profile, 2013. 
9. Banghuris Homestay Committee. Banghuris Homestay Brochure, 2013. 
10. Ramele, RB, Yamazaki, J. The Effects of Malaysian Homestay Program on Economy, 
Environment, Society, and Culture of Malay Kampung: A Case of Banghuris Homestay in 
Selangor. Journal of Architecture and Planning (Transactions of AIJ), Vol.79, No.705, 
2433-2442, 2014. 
11. VDSC Kampung Sungai Sireh. Kampung Sungai Sireh Profile, 2014. 
12. Sungai Sireh Homestay Committee. Sungai Sireh Homestay Profile, 2014. 
 163 
13. Sungai Sireh Homestay Committee. Sungai Sireh Homestay Brochure, 2014. 
14. Ramele, RB, Yamazaki, J. The Relationship of Malay Kampung Organization, Facility, and 
Activity with the Malaysian Homestay Program: Focusing on the Management of Sungai 
Sireh Homestay at Selangor. Journal of Rural Planning, Vol.33, Special Issue, 269-274, 
2014. 
15. VDSC Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani. Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani Profile, 2009. 
16. Sungai Haji Dorani Homestay Committee. Sungai Haji Dorani Homestay Brochure, 2012. 
17. Ramele, RB, Yamazaki, J. A Study on Characteristics of Malaysia Homestay Program at 
Traditional Village in Malay Peninsula: A Case Study of Dorani Homestay at a Paddy 
Village in Selangor. Journal of Rural Planning, Vol.32, Special Issue, 161-166, 2013. 
18. Dorani Homestay and Resources Committee. Dorani Homestay and Resources Brochure, 
2012. 
19. VDSC Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani. Dorani Homestay JKKK Brochure, 2010. 
20. Ramele, RB, Yamazaki, J. The Characteristics of Malay House and its Usage in Malaysia 
Homestay Program: A Case Study of Traditional Village at Selangor. Proceedings of the 
Housing Studies Symposium 2014, 101-108, 2014. 
21. Nasir, AH, Teh, WHW. The Traditional Malay House. Fajar Bakti Press, 1996. 
22. Lim, JY. The Malay House: Rediscovering Malaysia’s Indigenous Shelter System. Institut 
Masyarakat Press, Malaysia, 1987. 
23. Gibbs, P. Images of Asia: Building a Malay House. Oxford University Press, Singapore, 
1987. 
24. Ahmad, Y. Encyclopedia of Malaysia V05 – Architecture: Malay Kampong. Archipelago 
Press, Malaysia, 18-19, 1998. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 164 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAPTER 5	 
COMPARISON ON RURAL TOURISM IN MALAYSIA AND OTHER 
COUNTRIES 
	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 166 
CHAPTER 5 COMPARISON ON RURAL TOURISM IN MALAYSIA AND OTHER 
COUNTRIES 
 
5-1 Rural Tourism in Asia 
5-2 Rural Tourism in Japan           
   5-2-1 The Implementation of Minshuku          
   5-2-2 The Comparison on the Malaysian Homestay Program and Minshuku 
5-3 Summary            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 167 
CHAPTER 5 
 
COMPARISON ON RURAL TOURISM IN MALAYSIA AND OTHER COUNTRIES 
 
5-1 Rural Tourism in Asia 
 
 Rural tourism in defined differently in each country. Lane (1994) said that rural 
tourism was often functional, related to small-scale and traditional activities and enterprises, 
environmental aspects and heritage, non-uniform, and reflected the complexity of the rural 
environment 1. Rural tourism has been developing since the 1950s in European countries. 
Nevertheless, it has only been growing in Asian countries since the 1980s (Arahi, 1998) 2. The 
concept, implication, development style, objectives, components, regulations, and participating 
organization in rural tourism in Asia are also different from Europe as well as in each Asian 
country. Rural tourism in Asia has been developed by the rural community itself and 
concentrates on providing experiences with agriculture, fishery, forestry, and culture for tourists 
in contrast to the European model (Miyazaki, 2006) 3. While in Europe, the families of the 
farmers themselves mostly managed the rural accommodations, in Asia, government 
organizations, local authorities, and the rural community manage rural accommodations and 
rural tourism programs. However, some concepts of rural tourism in Asia have been influenced 
by bed-and-breakfasts and farm stay, which were created and have been active in Europe for a 
long time. 
 Rural tourism in Thailand focuses on experiencing nature (eco-tourism) and visiting 
traditional settlements in remote areas. Among the most popular tourist activities in rural areas 
is experiencing bamboo or rubber rafting along the Mae Klong River, elephant rides, forest 
treks, and visiting Karen settlements in the Umphang District (Hatton, 1999) 4. The objectives 
of rural tourism development are to create awareness among rural communities on tourism, as 
well as the value of natural environments, cultural heritages, and unique lifestyles. Visited rural 
areas are mostly dependent solely on agricultural activities for income. The villagers are given 
educational and promotional support from the government to participate in rural tourism as 
tourist guides, punters, mahouts, drivers, and housekeepers. 
Similar to Thailand, rural tourism in Indonesia has been planned to achieve poverty 
reduction, increase rural development, preserve culture and society, enhance gender equity, and 
enhance environmental protections (Ministry of Tourism and Creative Economy, 2012). Most 
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rural tourism projects have been developed by state enterprises and the private sectors. They are 
mainly found in plantation areas of Java and Sumatra (Iwantoro, 1998) 5. The most visited 
location is Margo Utomo, which is located in Kalibaru Village on East Java. Here, tourists may 
experience river rafting, visit coffee, rubber, cocoa and tobacco plantations; see the mountains, 
volcanic craters, the National Park, ocean beaches where turtles lay their eggs at night, travel 
around the village and adjacent farms in horse-drawn carriages, and dairy farms. 
In South Korea, the rural community participates in rural tourism mainly to increase 
household incomes due to small farm sizes and limited opportunities for other off-farm incomes 
(Lee & Thompson, 2006) 6. More than 100 villages have been selected for rural tourism as pilot 
scheme villages and have been assisted by support and funding from the government. A 
well-known rural tourism location is Songup Folk Village, located on Cheju Island, which is the 
biggest island in South Korea. Here, local food and restaurants, historical buildings, abundant 
artefacts, traditional clothing worn by villagers, carvings and other crafts are the main 
attractions (Hatton, 1999) 4. Villagers, mostly women and children, participate in craft sales, 
food preparation, and educational programming such as heritage presentations and as tour 
guides. This village receives a subsidy from the central government for maintenance and 
redevelopment of homes and infrastructure since 1980, when it has designated an important 
heritage site. 
 
5-2 Rural Tourism in Japan 
 
 Rural tourism in Japan, in comparison to Malaysia is based on the concepts of the 
farming experience and lifestyle experience in a farm village. Japan has largely been influenced 
by the farm tourism model of European countries. Japan has introduced the minshuku (farm inn 
in Japanese Language) as its most important rural tourism product. Tourist stays in a private 
farmhouse or an inn built on a farm in traditional Japanese style that is managed by the family 
engaged in agriculture, forestry, or fishery (The Organization for Urban-Rural Interchange 
Revitalization, 2013). While staying at a minshuku, tourists can experience agriculture, forestry, 
and fishery activities like the local community in accordance to the type of village, surrounding 
nature, and environment. By 2010, there were 2,006 minshuku built throughout Japan with 401 
registered under the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries of Japan (MAFF, 2014) 8. 
Rural issues in Japan in contrast to Malaysia have been caused by migrations to urban 
areas. Many rural people had migrated to urban areas until the 1970s due to a farm crisis, a lack 
 169 
of non-farm jobs, and poor services and education in rural areas (Kitano, 2009) 9. Several rural 
development strategies were carried out to solve rural depopulation, including rural 
industrialization and rural tourism. Resort development boomed in rural Japan in the late 1980s, 
mainly to provide people in urban areas with a natural environment to relax and rejuvenate in 
(Furukawa, 2007) 10. The Comprehensive Resort Area Development Law that was enacted in 
1987 and a local ‘resort plan’ were formulated for each prefecture to develop depopulated areas 
with new tourism strategies. This was followed by the elimination of forest reserves, revisions 
to the National Park Law, and construction of ski resorts, golf courses, and marine sports 
facilities in rural areas. However, when the ‘bubble economy’ collapsed in the early 1990s, 
large-scale resort projects disappeared and new projects began at smaller-scale, such as family 
resorts and rural resorts in farm and mountain villages. 
Rural tourism (called green tourism for farms and mountain villages; and blue tourism 
for fishing villages) officially began in 1992 and is also known as urban-rural interchange 
(Miyazaki, 2006) 3. Rural tourism has been developed in Japan for three purposes:  
1. To revitalize agriculture, forestry, fishery, farm villages, mountain villages, and 
fishing; 
2. To preserve nature, landscapes, and traditional cultures; and, 
3. To promote rural lifestyles to urban people. 
In the fifth Comprehensive National Development Plan (CNDP), which was carried out 
in 1998, officially defined rural tourism as ‘spending leisure time in rural communities’. Rural 
tourism consists of all tourism in rural areas and is based on farm visits and farm stays (also 
called farm tourism, leisure agriculture, or agro tourism) is further categorized into agricultural 
tourism. 
Tourism activities provided in rural Japan are nature observation, bird watching, 
basking in the woods, skiing or snowboarding, canoeing or rafting, cultivating rice, harvesting 
fruit or vegetables, potato digging, planting young trees, picking edible wild plants, picking 
mushrooms, making charcoal, fishing, seining, and cooking local specialty dishes. 
Accommodations for the tourists in rural areas mostly consist of minshuku.  
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5-2-1 The Implementation of Minshuku          
 
In Japan, it is women who first began the day-to-day running of the tourism business in 
rural areas by selling agricultural products direct from farms and operating food-processing 
factories to increase their incomes (Arahi, 1995) 11. The minshuku concept in Japan has been 
influenced by farm tourism from European countries, which also aims for long-stay tourists 
from the urban areas (Miyazaki, 2006) 3. Tourists do no stay in the villager homes (host families’ 
homes) in contrast to the Malaysia Homestay Program, but in the minshuku, which is managed 
by the farmers. The minshuku can be in a various styles, such as detached, inside the main 
house, for children, for large groups, for general use, a campsite, or a luxurious room. Farmers 
do not need to serve expensive traditional meals as other commercial inns do this, but they need 
to provide rooms to sleep in and simple meals. 
Groups of government organizations (association of agriculture, forestry, and fisheries), 
local authorities, associations of village and farmers, and organizations established by the 
community itself manage the minshuku at national, regional, and community levels. At the 
national level, the minshuku is managed with some funded and operated by the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries and The Organization for the Revitalization of Urban-Rural 
Interchange. The management of the minshuku is divided into four styles (Arahi, 1998) 2:  
1. Privately funded and privately managed; 
2. Publicly funded and publicly managed; 
3. Publicly funded and privately operated; or, 
4. Jointly funded and operated.  
The second and third type of management are funded by a public organizations or and 
agricultural cooperatives. The last type of management is where cities and rural villages jointly 
fund and operate the minshuku based on a membership system. The income of the minshuku 
will be given directly to the farmers or the organization or divided in accordance to the type of 
management used. 
Several regulations have been enacted for villagers to establish a minshuku, and permits 
the site (which has to be more than 33m2), accessibility, type of buildings, meals, and other 
equipment that need to be applied from local authorities, Public of Health Centres, and Fire 
Departments. Furthermore, these regulations are further detailed for each prefecture and each 
prefecture enacts their own ‘Minshuku Opening Guidance’. The terms needed for each farm, 
mountain and fishing villages are different as well as the management and operation styles. 
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They can operate all year, seasonally, or weekends and public holidays (Nagano Prefecture, 
2007) 12. 
In contrast to community participation in the Malaysia Homestay Program, minshuku 
rarely involve the whole community or existing committee in the village during tourist stays. 
Most of the minshuku are managed and operated by individual farming women or the elderly. 
According to the type of minshuku, some do not provide any activities for tourists and 
some provide with a private land for farming and a kitchen space in the house where tourists 
can plant their own vegetables and fruits, and cook their own meals, respectively. Nevertheless, 
while staying at the minshuku, tourists are able to interact with local people, attend local 
festivals, participate in communal activities, visit temples and shrines, learn regional cooking, 
and listen to old tales in the village. Moreover, these activities change seasonally and contribute 
to different characteristics of rural tourism in Japan. 
By 2010, the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of Japan recorded that the 
number of minshuku built in the country to have reached 2,006; however, only 401 have been 
registered with the ministry 8. 
 
5-2-2 The Comparison on the Malaysian Homestay Program and Minshuku 
 
 Rural tourism both in Malaysia and in Japan started in the late 1980s; however, there 
are slightly different objectives between them. In Malaysia, rural tourism is aimed to promote 
the culture and heritage of rural Malaysia (mainly Malay Kampungs) and to enhance the 
economic status of rural people (mainly Malays). In Japan, rural tourism, which is also called 
green tourism, is promoted to encourage an interchange between urban and rural people as well 
as to create rural revitalization and natural-cultural preservation. Although the Malaysia 
Homestay Program and the minshuku are both derived from and influenced by rural tourism 
from European countries, they have been constructed with different concepts, related 
organizations, regulations, community participation, and other characteristics. Nevertheless, the 
identical characteristics have contributed to the success of the homestay program and the 
minshuku and benefited the tourism sector and rural development. 
 Table(s) 5.1 and 5.2 summarize the comparison on the Malaysian Homestay Program 
in Malaysia and minshuku in Japan. 
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Table 5.1. The Comparison on the Malaysian Homestay Program and Minshuku (1) 
 Malaysian Homestay Program Minshuku 
Reference English bed and breakfast European farm tourism 
Concept  Lifestyle experience Farming experience / lifestyle 
experience in a farm village 
Definition  Tourist lives with a host family who 
lives in the rural villages (Malay 
Kampungs), experience the family’s 
daily lifestyle, and participate in 
village’s economic, community, and 
cultural activities 
Tourist stays in a private 
farmhouse or an inn built on a 
farm in traditional Japanese style 
that is managed by families 
engaged in agriculture, forestry, 
or fishery 
Objective  To provide Malay Kampungs as a new 
tourism product; to encourage rural 
Malays to participate in tourism sector 
To revitalize rural area; to 
preserve landscape and 
traditional culture; to promote 
rural lifestyle to urban people 
Participating 
government 
organization 
National level (Ministry of Tourism; 
Ministry of Rural and Regional 
Development; Ministry of Agriculture; 
Ministry of Health; Malaysia Homestay 
Association; Ministry of Education) 
National, regional, and 
community levels (The 
Organization for the 
Revitalization of Urban-Rural 
Interchange; Association of 
Agriculture, Forestry, and 
Fisheries; local authority; 
association of village and farmer; 
organization by community) 
Regulation  Malaysian Homestay Registration 
Guidelines  
Minshuku Opening Guidance 
Management  Homestay committee / homestay 
cooperative / regional government 
Privately funded, privately 
managed / publicly funded, 
publicly managed / publicly 
funded, privately operated / 
jointly funded and operated 
Source: Author, 2014 
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Table 5.2. The Comparison on the Malaysian Homestay Program and Minshuku (2) 
 Malaysian Homestay Program Minshuku 
Villager 
participation 
Homestay committee members; host 
family; cultural show performer; cook; 
driver; SME and farm owner; guide 
Minshuku owner 
Accommodation Tourist room in the host family house 
(Malay House) 
Private farm house (detached / 
inside the main house / for 
children / for large group / 
campsite / luxurious room 
Meal Breakfast and dinner with the host family 
(lunch is usually held at the homestay 
activity center in a kenduri style) 
Simple meal / self-cooked 
Activity  Fixed schedule created by the homestay 
committee: eat local cuisine at the host 
family house; experience paddy harvesting 
/ rubber tapping / oil palm plucking; visit 
SMEs factory and farm; watch traditional 
dance / musical performance; visit nearby 
local attraction; plant a tree 
Some are provided with a 
private land for farming and 
a kitchen to cook; however, 
tourist can interact with local 
people, attend local festival, 
participate in community 
activity, visit temple and 
shrine, learn regional 
cooking, and listen to village 
old tales 
Characteristics  Multi-ethnicities of Malays in each state, 
district, and village 
Village activities change due to 
four seasons 
Source: Author, 2014 
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5-4 Summary 
 
 In contrast to the rural tourism in Malaysia, rural tourism in Japan is based on 
concepts of the farming experience and lifestyle in a farm village, and largely influenced by the 
farm tourism model of European countries. Rural tourism in Japan is developed to revitalize 
agriculture, forestry, fishery, and villages; to preserve nature, landscape, and traditional culture; 
and to promote rural lifestyle to urban people. 
 Meanwhile, the minshuku in Japan is created mainly aims for the long-stay tourists 
from the urban areas. Here, tourists do not stay in the villager’s homes, but in the minshuku, 
which is a private farmhouse, or an inn built and managed by the farmers. The management of 
minshuku also differs from the Malaysian Homestay Program, where it is managed by four 
styles: privately funded and privately managed; publicly funded and publicly managed; publicly 
funded and privately operated; and jointly funded and operated. Moreover, minshuku rarely 
involves the whole community or existing committee in the village during tourist stays. Some 
do not provide any activities for tourists and some provide a private land and a kitchen for the 
tourists.  
 However, similar to the Malaysian Homestay Program, minshuku is involved by 
government organizations, local authorities, village and farmers associations, and organizations 
established by the villagers in its management. Regulations are also enacted to establish a 
minshuku and permit the site by local authorities, Public of Health Centers, and Fire 
Departments. 
 
References 
 
1. Lane, B. What is Rural Tourism. Journal of Sustainable Tourism, 2, 7-21, 1994. 
2. Arahi, Y. Rural Tourism in Japan: The Regeneration of Rural Communities. Taipei-Food 
and Fertilizer Technology Center, 1998. 
3. Miyazaki, T. 日本とアジアの農業・農村とグリーンツーリズム (Agriculture, Farm 
Village and Green Tourism in Japan and Asia). Showado, 2006. 
4. Hatton, MJ. Community-based Tourism in the Asia-Pacific. School of Media Studies at 
Humber College, 1999. 
5. Iwantoro, S. Rural Tourism: The Impact on Rural Communities 1, 1998. 
6. Lee, JO, Thompson, KJ. The Promotion of Rural Tourism in Korea and other East Asia 
 175 
Countries: Policies and Implementation. Poster session, International Association of 
Agricultural Economics Conference, 2006. 
7. The Organization of Urban-Rural Interchange Revitalization. Journey to the Countryside 
and Nature of Japan: Green Tourism, 2013. 
8. Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. 2010 World Census of Agriculture and 
Forestry in Japan, 2010. 
9. Kitano, S. Space, Planning, and Rurality: Uneven Rural Development in Japan. Trafford 
Publishing, 2009. 
10. Furukawa, A. Village Life in Modern Japan. Trans Pacific Press, 2007. 
11. Arahi, Y. 農家女性が担う農産加工活動の特徴と展望  (Perspectives and 
Characteristics of Group Processing Activities by Rural Women). Agriculture Life 
Research. 8, 47-58, 1995. 
12. Nagano Prefecture. Minshuku Opening Guidance, 2007. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 176 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAPTER 6 
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 178 
CHAPTER 6 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
6-1 Conclusions            
   6-1-1 The Relation of the Malaysian Homestay Program and the Malay Kampungs      
   6-1-2 The Introduction of the Malaysian Homestay Program in the Evolution of the  
        Rural and Regional Development Policy, and its Characteristics       
   6-1-3 The Implementation, Personal Characteristics, and Effects of the Malaysian  
        Homestay Programs in Selangor              
6-2 Recommendations           
   6-2-1 The Malaysian Homestay Program as a New and Overall Rural and Regional  
        Development Policy               
   6-2-2 The Potential of the Malaysian Homestay Program in the Heritage Preservation    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 179 
CHAPTER 6  
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
6-1 Conclusions            
 
 In this research, the implementation and the characteristics of the Malaysian 
Homestay Program can be evaluated on three components as follows. 
 
6-1-1 The Relation of the Malaysian Homestay Program and the Malay Kampungs 
 
 Findings of this research have clearly identified the background and characteristics of 
Malay Kampungs (type, layout, administration and organization, communal facilities, economic 
activities, and community activities) based on the Master Plan for Traditional and Planned 
Settlements in Local Government Areas of Peninsular Malaysia 1. 
 Rural settlements (also known as Malay Kampungs) on Peninsular Malaysia are 
categorized into traditional and planned settlements. Traditional settlements are further 
categorized into traditional villages (mainly consists of paddy and farm villages), fisherman, 
floating, and Orang Asli villages (settlements built by the aboriginal people). Meanwhile, 
planned settlements are further categorized into FELDA (a planned settlement and agricultural 
land provided for poor Malays by the government) and planned villages. In the Malaysian 
Homestay Program, traditional environments of Malay Kampungs and the Malay house, 
traditional sports, cultural games, and traditional dances are among the terms regulated in the 
Malaysian Homestay Registration Guidelines; therefore, most of the participating villages 
consist of traditional villages (paddy village and farm village) 2. 
 Furthermore, after the Malaysian Homestay Program is established at the Malay 
Kampungs, it has contributed effects on existing communal facilities, organization, economic 
activities, and community activities in the Malay Kampungs. After participating in this program, 
Malay Kampungs received a Homestay Activity Center, which is constructed with financial 
support from the Ministry of Tourism, as a new communal facility. This activity center is also 
used for community activities in some participating villages. 
 A new organization is established called the homestay committee to manage the 
homestay program, which is also related to the existing village organization, mainly woman 
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bureau and youth bureau from the Village Development and Security Committee (VDSC), 
when woman and youth bureaus participated in the homestay program activities: food 
preparation, and traditional dance and musical shows performer. In some cases, other members 
in the VDSC, including the village headman, and existing district government organizations is 
also involved in the organization of the homestay committee or in the homestay program 
activities. Findings of this research also show that the role of homestay committee is similar to 
the role of the existing VDSC, where both organizations are a connection between the 
government and the villagers.  
 Economic activities in the Malay Kampungs such as agricultural activities, and the 
Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) are applied in the homestay program activities, where 
tourists are provided with a schedule, which includes experiencing paddy harvesting, visiting 
farm, and SMEs factories. Participating villagers also applied their customs of gotong-royong 
(mutual aid in Malay Language) and kenduri (communal feast in Malay Language) when 
running the program activities such providing meals with gotong-royong and preparing the 
meals to the tourist in a kenduri style. It can be said that the Malaysian Homestay Program 
preserves these customs from losing in modernization lifestyle by showing it to the tourists. 
Tourists may also attend and participate in the existing community activities (wedding and 
Islamic festivals) during their stay and may hold their own Malay Kampungs style wedding 
ceremony upon request. 
 From above elements, Figure 6.1 summarizes the relations between the Malaysian 
Homestay Program and existing Malay Kampungs. 
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Figure 6.1. The Relation of Malay Kampungs and the Malaysian Homestay Program 
Source: Author, 2014 
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6-1-2 The Introduction of the Malaysian Homestay Program in the Evolution of the Rural and 
Regional Development Policy, and its Characteristics 
 
 After Malaysia gained its independence from the British, the government was 
focused on the agricultural development and solving poverty among Malays with rural and 
regional development policies. Based on the Malaysian 5 Years Malaysia Plan, the FELDA 
scheme and the Bumiputera Policy were among the most important policies established in the 
1950s and 1970s, respectively 3,4. Later, rural Malays started participating in the tourism sector 
in 1970s and the trend of rural tourism arose in 1980s, which led to the establishment of the 
Malaysian Homestay Program in 1995 throughout Peninsular Malaysia and North Borneo. 
 The Malaysian Homestay Program differs from rural tourism and homestay program 
in other countries. This program is held at the national level and involved by the national 
government organizations: the Ministry of Tourism, the Ministry of Rural and Regional 
Development, the Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of Education, and the Ministry of 
Health as an overall policy. The Ministry of Tourism provides guidelines, financial support for 
communal facility (Homestay Activity Center), and promotion at domestic and oversea. The 
Ministry of Rural and Regional Development prepares Homestay Basic Training (a training on 
hospitality management) for the host families. Moreover, the Ministry of Rural and Regional 
Development, and the Ministry of Agriculture also prioritized participating village in the 
infrastructural and agricultural development to give support and encourage their active 
participation in this program. The Ministry of Education is involved in the promotional 
activities, and the Ministry of Health involves during the host family house inspection. 
 The numbers of tourists who visited this program and income earned from this 
program have been increasing since its establishment; however, a proper record has only been 
taken since 2007 by the Ministry of Tourism, provided by all homestay programs. Today, there 
are 172 homestay programs established throughout Malaysia, and 308 villages and 3,519 host 
families participated 5. In 2012, the Ministry of Tourism has been awarded as the leader of 
ASEAN Homestay Standard due to the high evaluation on the management and promotional 
activities on the Malaysian Homestay Program. This program also led to the establishment of 
the new Homestay Railway Tourism and Kampungstay Program, providing new transportation 
systems (railway) and new private rural resort style (kampungstay) for tourists 6,7. 
 The concept of this program also differentiates it from other type of rural tourism, 
where tourists stay with the host family, experience the daily lifestyle of the family, and 
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participate in the community activities. It is not just an accommodation, but focused more into a 
lifestyle experience. In this program, tourists may experience the daily, economic, community, 
and cultural activities in the Malay Kampungs that were being provided in the homestay 
program activities provided by the homestay committee.  
 Furthermore, this program is participated by whole community in the Malay 
Kampungs, where villagers involve as homestay committee members, host families, or cultural 
show performers, and create the homestay program activities by themselves. In some villages, 
there are also new homestay programs established by the villagers individually or by the 
existing VDSC that influenced by the Malaysian Homestay Program. Although these programs 
are not registered officially under the Ministry of Tourism, it is also highly evaluated as an 
example of rural community development by the government.  
 Figure 6.2 shows the introduction of the Malaysian Homestay Program in the 
evolution of the rural and regional development policies. 
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Figure 6.2. The Evolution of the Rural and Regional Development Policies 
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6-1-3 The Implementation, Personal Characteristics, and Effects of the Malaysian Homestay 
Programs in Selangor 
 
 In this research, the implementation, personal characteristics, and economic, 
environmental, social, and cultural effects of three successful homestay programs in Selangor 
have been clarified. 
 In 2012, the Banghuris Homestay was ranked at the forth place at the national level 
and the first place at the state level by the Ministry of Tourism according to the numbers of 
tourists received at income earned by the homestay program. This homestay program was 
established at three farm villages (Kampung Bukit Bangkong, Kampung Hulu Chuchoh, 
Kampung Hulu Teris) at the south part of Selangor in 1995. Today, the numbers of host families 
reached 80 families, who live in the three villages. According to active participation by the 
chairman of the homestay committee, and the biggest numbers of tourists and income earned, 
the homestay program was awarded ‘The Best Tourist Attraction Award’ in 2004 and ‘The 
Most Contribution to the Socio-economic Special Award’ in 2011 by the Ministry of Tourism. 
 Next after the Banghuris Homestay, the Sungai Sireh Homestay can be given as 
another successful homestay program, which was ranked at the seventh place at the national 
level and the second place at the state level by the Ministry of Tourism in 2012. The Sungai 
Sireh Homestay was established in 1995 at Kampung Sungai Sireh, a paddy village located at 
the north part of Selangor. Today, it is also participated by four other villages from surrounding 
area and the number of host families increased to 40 families. According to the numbers of 
tourists received and income earned from this program, the Ministry of Tourism awarded the 
‘Malaysian Homestay Tourism Award’ in 2007, 2012, and 2013 to the homestay program. 
 Meanwhile, the numbers of tourists who visited and income earned from the 
homestay program at the Dorani Homestay are comparatively small than the Banghuris 
Homestay and the Sungai Sireh Homestay. Nevertheless, this homestay program is being ranked 
at the third place by the Ministry of Tourism according to its development since its 
establishment until today. The Dorani Homestay was established at a paddy village called 
Kampung Sungai Haji Dorani, a paddy village located at the north part of Selangor, with 
currently participated by 20 host families. Today, there are also two other homestay programs 
created in the village: the Dorani and Resource Homestay (created individually by the villagers) 
and the Dorani JKKK Homestay (created by the existing VDSC). Due to the establishment of 
these two homestay programs, the numbers of host family increase into 31 families. Although 
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these two homestay programs are not registered under the Ministry of Tourism under the 
Malaysian Homestay Program, there are highly evaluated by the government as a rural 
community development. 
 Table(s) 6.1 and 6.2 clarifies the personal characteristics and the effects of these 
homestay programs on participating villages. 
 
Table 6.1. Personal Characteristics of the Banghuris Homestay, the Sungai Sireh Homestay, and 
the Dorani Homestay 
Banghuris Homestay Sungai Sireh Homestay Dorani Homestay 
Established and cooperated by 
three villages 
Participation and 
cooperation of five villages 
Participation of five 
villages 
Largest number of host families 
and tourists rooms 
Unique management style 
by homestay committee and 
homestay cooperative 
Cooperation by other two 
unregistered homestay 
programs 
Active promotional activities by 
homestay committee 
Participation of existing 
district and village 
organizations 
Typical environment of a 
paddy village and 
traditional houses 
Most developed agricultural 
technology and SMEs 
Strategy used by the 
homestay cooperative 
Regeneration of long-lost 
Javanese culture 
Mixed Malay-Javanese Culture Eco-tourism activities  
Source: Author, 2014 
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Table 6.2. Economic, Environmental, Social, and Cultural Effects of the Banghuris Homestay, 
the Sungai Sireh Homestay, and the Dorani Homestay 
Effects Banghuris Homestay Sungai Sireh Homestay Dorani Homestay 
Economic 
effects 
Homestay committee 
members receive monthly 
income of 
RM2,000-RM3,000 
Homestay cooperative 
staffs receive monthly 
income of RM700 
Homestay 
committee 
members and host 
families receive 
monthly income of 
RM500-RM1000 
Host families receive 
monthly income of 
RM520 
Host families receive 
monthly income of 
RM600 
Youth and woman bureaus, farm and SMEs owners and workers receive 
additional incomes 
Villages are prioritized in agricultural and SMEs development 
Villagers enhance their business and management skills 
Homestay committee 
manages a chalet 
New employment for 
youths (staffs) 
Homestay 
committee manages 
a chalet 
Environment 
effects 
Existing and new infrastructure and public facilities are improved and 
repaired 
Villagers beautify their 
houses and villages’ 
landscape (Plant-a-Tree 
Program) 
Agro Center is used for 
community activities 
Homestay Activity 
Center 1 is used for 
community 
activities 
Social effects Relationship among three 
villages are strengthened 
Relationships among five 
villages’ villagers, village 
headmen, and VDSC are 
enhanced 
Relationship among 
five villages are 
strengthened 
Youth participation 
(performers) 
Relationship between 
district government and 
villagers are enhanced 
Cooperation among 
three homestay 
programs is created. 
Villagers are exposed to national and international culture 
Malays, Chinese and Indians interacts with each other 
Cultural 
effects 
Customs of kenduri and gotong-royong are preserved 
Malay and Javanese cultures are preserved Long-lost Javanese 
culture is 
regenerated 
Source: Author, 2014 
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 Meanwhile, the Malay house is used as an accommodation for tourists in this 
program, where tourists stay with registered host family and experience the daily lifestyle of the 
family while participating in other homestay program activities. According to a study conducted 
by the author on the usage of host family house, the transformation from the traditional Malay 
house to modernized Malay house and further to the usage after participating in the Malaysian 
Homestay Program is shown. A new usage is seen at the host family house, which separates the 
rumah ibu (the main house) and the rumah dapur (the kitchen house).  
 Figure 6.3 shows the traditional function of rumah ibu as the space for guest and 
male is transformed to the space mainly used by tourists and rumah dapur as the space for 
female and children is transformed to the space mainly used by family. After participating in 
this program, the separated function of rumah ibu and rumah dapur is regenerated after being 
modernized due to the use of modern furniture and building material during the colonial era.  
 
 
Figure 6.3. The Transformation on Spatial Usage of the Malay House 
Source: Author, 2014 
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 Figure 6.4 summarizes, based on above all findings, the conclusions of this research. 
 
 
Figure 6.4. Research Conclusions 
Source: Author, 2014 
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6-2 Recommendations 
 
6-2-1 The Malaysian Homestay Program as a New and Overall Rural and Regional 
Development Policy 
 
 The Malaysian Homestay Program was established by the Ministry of Tourism as an 
important tourism policy in the rural tourism development. Research has been carried out to 
evaluate this program from the viewpoints of tourism planning and development, community 
development and economic sectors. In addition to previous research, this program also shows 
several potentials as a solution to the rural issues; therefore, this research suggests that this 
program should be viewed from the point of rural and regional development, and should be 
considered as a new rural and regional development policy. 
 The participating villages and villagers in rural areas have benefited from this 
program economically, environmentally, and socially. By providing additional income to the 
homestay committee members, host families, existing woman and youth bureaus, paddy, farm, 
and SMEs owners, and other participating villagers, this program can be considered as an 
important tool to help solving the poverty issues among Malays who mainly populate the rural 
areas.  
 Moreover, the Malaysian Homestay Program also plays a role as an initial step for 
rural Malays to be involved in community business. This program encourages rural Malays to 
be involved in non-agricultural sectors: tourism, management, and business sectors. Findings at 
three case studies in this research show that each homestay committee is involved in a new 
business: managing a new chalet in the Malay Kampungs and managing a new homestay 
cooperative after a few years participating in this program. Today, these three case studies earn 
their incomes from tourists though the Malaysian Homestay Program and their new business 
activities. 
 In addition to this, rural issues that are listed in the Village Action Plan (2009): poor 
village maintenance, lack of public facilities, lack of accessibility, and lack of employment 
opportunity can also be solved by participating in this program. At the participating villages, 
existing and new infrastructure and public facilities are improved and provided, a Homestay 
Activity Center is built and may be used as a new communal facilities, signboards from the 
highways and main roads are provided for easier accesses, and villagers receive new 
employment opportunity in the tourism sector. 
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 Meanwhile, the Malaysian Homestay Program also strengthens the relationship and 
provides opportunity for an interaction among the Malays, Chinese, and Indians who are living 
in separate settlements from the colonial era. By visiting the homestay program, Chinese and 
Indians receive opportunity to visit the Malay Kampungs and learn each other’s cultures. This 
program helps the government on solving issues among races and promotes the identity of a 
multi-cultural country. 
 It also encourages youth and woman participating in the program activities, where 
youths from the existing youth bureau and women from the existing woman bureau at three case 
studies are involved as performers and cooks. In the Sungai Sireh Homestay, youths also work 
as the homestay cooperative staffs where they can earn additional income from a new type of 
employment.  
 In addition to the Ministry of Tourism, this program also involves other government 
organizations: the Ministry of Rural and Regional Development, the Ministry of Agriculture, 
the Ministry of Health, and the Ministry of Education at the national level. This program can be 
considered as the first policy established as an overall rural and regional development policy, 
which involves cooperation among government organizations, and private organizations 
(domestic and foreign travel agencies, Malaysian Homestay Association, among others). 
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6-2-2 The Potential of the Malaysian Homestay Program in the Heritage Preservation 
 
 Heritage conservation and preservation in Malaysia began in the British colonial era 
with the historic monument protection; however, showed a very slow development since. In 
1965, the National Land Code was enacted to provide a proper regulation for the land that 
consists of historic monuments and buildings 8. Later in 1976, the Local Government Act was 
established to allow the local governments to take part in the conservation and preservation 
works on the historic monuments and buildings. In the same year, the Town and Country 
Planning Act was enacted to provide a master plan (called the Special Area Plan), containing 
planning guidelines for the area consists of historic monuments and buildings. In 2005, the 
National Heritage Act was enacted and a new government organization was created: the 
National Heritage Department. Heritage conservation and preservation was expanded from the 
historic monuments and buildings into further classifications: 
1) National heritage 
2) Natural heritage 
3) Cultural heritage 
4) Underwater cultural heritage 
 By January 2014, the National Heritage Department has listed 383 National Heritage 
Registers, and 216 Heritage Registers (Table 6.3) 9. Natural sites, historic cities, historic 
monuments, and a traditional performing art have also been list as the world heritages by the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) (Table 6.4).  
 The heritage conservation and preservation in Malaysia today are developing; 
however only focusing on the British colonial buildings, royal heritages, multi-ethnic cultures, 
and the historic cities. The Malay Kampung (the Malay house, Malay customs in the Malay 
Kampung, and the traditional landscape of Malay Kampung) has been neglected in the current 
heritage conservation and preservation movements.  
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Table 6.3. The National Heritage Register and the Heritage Register 9 
Categories  Types  Total Details  
National  
Heritage  
Register 
Site  Building /  
monument 
47 Religious buildings (mosque, church and 
temple); castles; government buildings; 
educational buildings (school and 
university); and museums 
Archeology  6 Caves; hills; river; and fort 
Natural 7 National Parks; Royal Park; Recreational 
Park; and Research Center 
Object  Tangible  67 Royal heritages; historic manuscripts; 
government contracts; drawings; and 
national anthem 
Intangible  241 Malay, Chinese, Indian, and North 
Borneo aboriginal people’s traditional 
dances, musical performances, games, 
and songs; and local cuisines 
Living Person 15 Experts in Malay, Chinese, Indian, and 
North Borneo aboriginal people’s 
traditional dances, musical performances, 
games, and songs 
Total  383 
Heritage  
Register 
Site  Building /  
monument 
176 Religious buildings; government 
buildings; castles; tombs; forts; and wells 
 Archeology  2 Caves  
 Natural  2 National Park; training station 
Object  Tangible  3 Boats  
 Intangible  33 Malay, Chinese, Indian, and North 
Borneo aboriginal people’s traditional 
dances, musical performances, games, 
and songs 
Total  216 
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Table 6.4. World Recognition List by UNESCO 9 
Types of Recognition Sites / Objects Year of  
Recognition 
World Heritage Site (Nature) The National Park of Mulu (Sarawak) 2000 
The National Park of Kinabalu (Sabah) 2000 
World Heritage Site (Culture) Malacca City (Malacca) 2008 
Georgetown City (Penang) 2008 
Archeological Site of Lembah Lenggong 
(Perak) 
2012 
Memory of the World 
International Register 
Letters of the Sultan Abdul Hamid, 
Kedah (1882-1943) 
2001 
The Malay Annals 2001 
The Legend of Hang Tuah 2001 
Inscribed Stone of Terengganu 2009 
Masterpiece of Oral and 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity 
Mak Yong Theater 2005 
Source: Statistics of National Heritage Register and Heritage Register, 2014 
 
 Findings of this research show that the Malaysian Homestay Program has the 
potential of cultural preservation, according to the environmental and cultural effects of this 
program at the participating villages. This program promotes landscape preservation of the 
Malay Kampungs, architectural preservation of the Malay houses, and Malay-Javanese cultural 
preservation. By participating in this program, villagers are encouraged and supported by the 
government to maintain the landscape of the Malay Kampungs to promote a well-kept 
traditional environment for tourists. The Plant-a-Tree Program, which is held at some of 
homestay programs, also plays a role as an environmental preservation by providing more green 
area in the village. The participating villagers are also encouraged to maintain their Malay 
houses to provide a typical living environment in a traditional lifestyle as an attraction to 
tourists. This program also promotes cultural preservation through the application of the kenduri 
and gotong-royong customs and the cultural shows of traditional Malay and Javanese dances, 
martial art performance, and musical performance that are being shown to the tourists in the 
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homestay program activities.  
 
 Figure 6.5 concludes, based on above recommendations, the evaluation on the 
Malaysian Homestay Program. 
 
 
Figure 6.5. The Evaluation on the Malaysian Homestay Program 
Source: Author, 2014 
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